
THE NETHERLANDS 
HUMANRIGHTS REPORT 

2014





Istanbul 2015

1st Edition

Minorities Between Islamophobia and Integration

THE NETHERLANDS 
HUMANRIGHTS REPORT 

2014



[ıı]

ISBN: ISBN: 978-605-62038-86

IZU Publication No. 10

Name of the book

THE NETHERLANDS HUMANRIGHTS REPORT 2014

Islamophobia and Integration Between Minorities

      Prepared by

Prof. Dr. Kadir CANATAN   Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ahmet YÜKLEYEN  Istanbul Commerce University

Asst. Prof. Dr. Fatih SERBEST  Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

Dr. Fatih OKUMUS   Counselor of Religious Affairs of Turkey

Page and Cover Design

İbrahim YILMAZ

Revision

Ertuğrul Gökçekuyu

Printing: Elma Matbaası
Tevfikbey Mah. Halkalı Cd. No:162/7

Sefaköy-Küçükçekmece/Istanbul-TURKEY
Tel: +90 212 697 30 30

1st Edition
January 2015, Istanbul

Address for requisition
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

Halkalı Cad. Halkalı, 34303 Küçükçekmece/ Istanbul-TURKEY
Phone: +90 212 692 96 00  Fax: +90 212 693 82 29

www.izu.edu.tr



[ııı]

CONTENTS

PREFACE............................................................................................................IV

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.....................................................................................VI

INTRODUCTION...................................................................................................1

A - FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS...................................................9

    1. Political Rights and Freedoms ..................................................................11 

    2. Economic Rights and Freedoms …............................................................25     

    3. Cultural Rights and Freedoms....................................................................39     

    4. Educational Rights and Freedoms ............................................................53

    5. Organizational Rights and Freedoms ........................................................69         

    6. Religious Rights and Freedoms .................................................................81

B - MINORITIES AND ISLAM IN THE MEDIA...................................................91

OVERVIEW AND CONCLUSION....................................................................... 103

LITERATURE...................................................................................................119

CHRONOLOGY OF THE EVENTS 2014............................................................141



[ıv]

PREFACE

One of the most important functions of universities, along with 

educational services, is to conduct research in different fields and 

to share the information they have produced with the public and 

concerning parties. As is repeated very often, ‘knowledge grows 

when it is shared.’ The unshared information however, will remain 

within narrow circles, and cannot fulfill its expected functions, 

such as in environmental, political and cultural fields.

Maintaining to be a research university along with being an 

educational institution since its establishment, Istanbul Sabahattin 

Zaim University appears before the public with various research 

projects it undertakes. This research, which scrutinizes the human 

rights subject in the Netherlands, is a product of a collaboration of 

our university’s valuable academics together with expertise from 

other institutions and universities. The purpose of this research is 

to shed some light on the situation of the Turkish people and other 

minorities living in the Netherlands.

As it is well-known, Turkey has sent a labour force to Europe 

since the 1960s and there has been an important Turkish presence 

in Europe ever since. Dutch Turks are an important part of the 

Turkish community in Europe and have similar problems as other 

minorities residing in European countries. However, they have 

become the target of discrimination and anti-Islamic actions, 

especially after the September 11 period. Economic and social 

crises that European countries have been through on the one 

hand, and Islamophobic incidents on the other hand have mostly 

influenced Turks and Muslim minorities. As politics was supposed 

to be the platform which would address these broad array of 

problems, it may be fair to say that the populist policies have been 

the problem itself rather than providing necessary solutions in this 

regard. Meanwhile, the (un) successful integrationist policies that 

have been implemented have made immigrants and minorities 

eventually a scapegoat

While, as researchers argue, the Netherlands was an example 

country with its tolerant, social and multicultural policies until 
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Recently: it has lost all its attributes in that respect and became a 
country where Islamophobia has been rising, the foreigners have 
begun to flee the country, and social tensions  have  increased. 
At this very moment, the issue of human rights is accepted as a 
problem in this country as well. Both the Netherlands Institute of 
Human Rights and international human rights organizations have 
voiced this fact for a long while.

The  Turkish State has long neglected the Turks in Europe, and 
approached them as economic means, simply as foreign exchange 
resources. Nevertheless, some steps that have been taken in the 
recent years have changed this traditional understanding and 
this has led to a significant increase in studies about the Turkish 
minorities in Europe. The signs of this change in this traditional 
understanding can be firstly be seen in the establishment of some 
institutions and foundations particularly designated for the Turkish 
minorities in Europe and granting them the right to participate in 
elections and the implementation of this right since last year. The 
support of NGO’s and Universities for these recent developments 
will move this process even further. That is why, we, as Istanbul 
Sabahattin Zaim University, have carried out this research, which 
examines the problems faced by the Dutch-Turks, in order to fulfill 
our responsibility in this regard.

I owe Prof. Dr. Kadir CANATAN, one of our university’s 
scholars, and his research teammates, a debt of gratitude for taking 
the initiative to start and carry out this study and their devoted 
work.

I sincerely wish that HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT THE 
NETHERLANDS FOR 2014 will contribute to the solutions for 
the problems stated here based on scientifically determined 
and mutually agreed cooperation. This contribution should  
lead to better developments for the citizens of  both  countries, 
and be useful for the concerning institutions, organizations and 
communities, and finally improve the historical relations between 
Turkey and the Netherlands.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For a long time human rights and freedoms have become an 

issue not only in the underdeveloped or developing countries, 

but also in developed Western countries. The Netherlands is one 

of the first countries that has accepted this reality and begun to 

do something about it. The Netherlands began an institutional 

undertaking by establishing the Human Rights Institute in 

2012. Furthermore, in 2013, the Dutch government prepared the 

National Human Rights Action Plan for the first time, whereby 

defined the necessary roles that need to be taken in order to 

promote the human rights on different administrative levels. After 

this Action Plan was launched, human rights issue has become 

an issue of the central government and the mentioned institute 

as well as local governments. Consequently, local governments 

have been assigned to ensure and improve disability policies, 

non-discrimination policy and the rights of gender and sexuality 

minorities.

That the Netherlands used to approach human rights issue 

as a matter of foreign policy in the previous years has become 

a domestic issue: this is inarguably, closely related to security 

oriented discourse and policies implemented after the September 

11. As a result of these discourses and policies, the approach to 

the multicultural society has been abandoned, while cultural and 

religious differences have begun to be perceived as a threat to 

the society, which owing to the rise of the far-right parties, led to 

anti-Islam and discrimination of minorities which has become 

a serious social problem. Anti-Islamic movements cannot just 

be explained by or be confined to Islamophobia. Anti-Islamism, 

is an ideology that feeds this fear among the Western societies 

and forms  a more fundamental and underlying issue by itself. 

Besides, Islamophobia is not a phenomenon limited only to far-

right and racist groups.
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When the events of 2014 are evaluated altogether, it becomes 

evident  that there are some major events and developments that 

need to be addressed in terms of human rights and freedoms 

regarding especially the immigrants and minority groups.

 Activities and discriminatory statements of the far right-wing 

party (PVV) shadowed the entire year of 2014. As an example, one 

of the statements by the far-right leader Geert Wilders in March 

2014 regarding immigrants from Morocco, saying that ‘We want 

fewer Moroccans,’ not only generated a great public and political 

debate, but also urged many local and immigrant individuals 

to file complaints against this statement, that ended up in long 

queues in front of police stations.

Another example by Wilders is when he caused political and 

economic tensions in bilateral relations between Saudi Arabia 

and the Netherlands. Wilders made a placard, which contained 

anti-Islamic content prepared in the same format of the Saudi  

flag, and then put it on the office doors in the parliament. In 

addition, the far-right party’s statement, “all mosques in the 

Netherlands must be closed down,” caused discomfort among 

the public. Meanwhile, De Graaf, one of the official names of 

the party, stirred up Islamophobia by arguing that “We want 

to make Netherlands free from Islam.” Minister Mr. Asscher, 

responsible for the integration of minorities, who responded to 

Wilders’ proposal to close down mosques as “unacceptable,” on 

the contrary, had a meeting with the representatives of religious 

groups to reduce the tensions in the Dutch society.

The increase in the cases of discrimination against minorities 

in 2014 has been underlined by many organizations and research 

findings. The report, titled as “Perceived Discrimination in the 

Netherlands,” which was published in January, has revealed disc- 

rimination against locals and foreigners. In the research carried 

out by Sociaal en Cultureel Plan bureau (Social Cultural Plan Bu- 

reau), 12,500 participants were asked about being discriminated, 
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and the subjective experience rate and the incidents happened 

were identified. According to the report, the complaints of disc- 

rimination mostly are focused on age and ethnic background. 

One thirds of the respondents who had an immigrant background 

were found to have experienced discrimination in the public 

sphere over the last 12 months. Likewise, a rate between 20 to 

40% of job seekers with immigrant background were found to be 

discriminated. In the same line, according to the same report, one 

in three Turkish students, one in four Moroccan students and 

one in five Surina- mese students thought that they had difficulty 

finding a place for internship due to discrimination.

In 2014, the number of complaints about discrimination in 

the Netherlands doubled. According to the ‘Dutch Complaints 

Bureau for Discrimination,‘ which made a statement in this re- 

gards, one of the most important reason behind that increase was 

Wilders’ words against Moroccan  minorties. In the statement, 

which was based on the data of similar institutions in the 

Netherlands, the number of complaints in the first 8 months of 

this year increased to 6 thousand 285, as opposed to 3 thousand 

143 complaints in the previous years. According to the study 

by Dutch Complaints Bureau for Discrimination, that provides 

services in Amsterdam, the complaints for ethnic discrimination 

have particularly increased.

That Kinderrechten collectief, namely, Children’s Rights 

Collective of the Netherlands, stated that the violation of children’s 

rights in the Netherlands was an unexpected statement in the 

country, and put the Netherlands into a bad situation in the world. 

It was reported that the Netherlands violated children’s rights 

especially due to the poverty policy, child abuse and immigration 

procedures. Children’s Rights Collective in the Netherlands has 

stated that it would submit its highly critical report to the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is located in Geneva.
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The Dutch researcher Ineke van der Valk pointed out that 

more than 174 mosque attacks, one way or the other, have hap- 

pened in the last 10 years. Allochtonenkrant, which is one of the 

sources keeping track of Islamophobic events, reported that 5 

mosques were attacked in 2014. However, according to our media 

screening, it was determined that only 4 mosque attacks were in 

the news.

After a study commissioned to Motivaction by the Institute 

for Multicultural Development Forum, majority of Turkish youth 

in the Netherlands were labeled as ISIS sympathizers. According 

to the survey’s findings, 87 percent of young respondents with 

Turkish background were in favor of ISIS support by Muslims 

in the Netherlands, while 90 percent of the respondents stated 

that they consider those who went to Syria to fight as ‘heroes.’ 

However, experts who have studied the research report have said 

that the concerned research hadn’t been conducted in accordance 

with the procedures and they had used unscientific measures. In 

response, Minister Asscher stated that a new research would be 

condu- cted.

The Ministry of Social Affairs, Asscher stated that Tur- kish 

religious organizations would be kept a close eye on, because 

based on the Motifaction report these institutions  would be 

hindering integration that would lead to disturbance both among 

Turkish communities and MPs of Turkish origin. Subsequently, 

the Labor Party expelled Tunahan Kuzu and Selçuk Öztürk, two 

MPs with Turkish origin, from the party on the basis that they did 

not step back from their views and comments about the Minister.

The Netherlands also took some legal decisions regarding 

immigrants and minorities in 2014. Except for one, those decisi- 

ons were in favor of minorities. In February of 2014, the court in 

Rotterdam stated that the Netherlands did not approve property 

assessment in Turkey. One of the lawsuits filed by a law firm (Kü- 

çükünal law firm) was concluded and the court ruled that the 
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municipality could no longer ask for Turkish ID number or iden- 

tification card in lawsuits about social benefits (WWB).

Another positive legal progress was made by the Dutch 

State Council, which ruled that widows and orphans’ benefits 

(ANW) of the Turkish origin citizens, even when they returned 

to Turkey after a labour period due to various reasons, could not 

be deducted. The State Council ruled that nearly 40 percent of 

deduction was contrary to the agreements signed between EU and 

Turkey, and that for this reason it was demanded that the relevant 

mi- nistry should make necessary legislative changes accordingly.

The Dutch Council of State also decided that the case for fo- 

reigners without legal status to apply to residence visa could not 

apply to the Turks, which can also be seen as another positive 

decision.

The lawsuit filed by two Turkish university students to redu- 

ce the visa fees for students also was concluded. The court ruled 

that the amount of fees for visas and residence permits charged 

were contrary to European Education Directive, and reduced it to 

300 Euros. This decision will be applicable to all students from 

around the world coming to this country for education.

Two more developments in the legal field regarding the 

Turkish people took place. The gladsome development for the 

Turkish commu- nity in the Netherlands was that the minimum age 

requirement of 21 for family reunification was lifted concerning 

the Turkish people. In other wor- ds, the age requirement for the 

Turkish origin citizens in the Net- herlands, which requires them 

to be at least 21 in case they marry someone from Turkey, was 

revoked by virtue of this decision. The reason stated was that 

the minimum age requirement of 21 for family reunification was 

contrary to the Ankara Agreement.

Another legal issue was that the lawsuit filed against the Net- 

herlands regarding return of overseas exam costs for the Turks 
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was discussed at the Supreme Court. The case was found contrary 

to the Ankara Agreement and the Partnership Law by a decision 

of the Supreme Court in 2011, however it was opened against the 

Dutch exam requirement for the Turks. It was expected that the 

case would be finalized in February 2015, and in the event that 

the case is won, it will establish a precedent and many Turkish 

citizens shall get at least the money they have spent for the man- 

datory language test. It is estimated that these costs are around 3 

thousand Euros per person.

Despite these positive developments, one lawsuit that 

was ruled as a disadvantage for the Turks was concerning the 

allowance that the families who returned to Turkey send to 

their children. The Supreme Administrative Court ruled that 

deduction in such allowances was legal. As a matter of fact, 

according to the Anka- ra Agreement signed between the EU and 

Turkey, and Association Council Decisions, allowance given to 

the Turks cannot be deducted. Nonetheless, the court stated that 

child allowance is not specified on these agreements; therefore, 

deductions could be made.
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INTRODUCTION
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For a long while, the issue of human rights has been perceived 

as a problem of the underdeveloped countries in the world. 

According to a Western-oriented concept, the world was 

divided into three camps, as “underdeveloped”, “advanced” and 

“developing” countries, and human rights has been presented 

as if it is a problem existing only in the underdeveloped and 

developing countries, and not in developed countries. In the light 

of this perception,  not only the facts but also the presentation of 

these facts and engineering also have been effective. Indeed, only 

“developed” countries have produced data and reports about the 

events in the world, and have presented their world perceptions 

as the sole definitive reference for the rest of the world.

The borders as well as the references of the world after the 

post-Cold War Era have changed radically.  As the earth was 

divided as East-West, it was also presented as North-South 

division as well. The reality is that, there are various ‘East-West’ 

divisions in every region, continent and country of the world. No 

society is homogeneous, simple and free of contradictions. Each 

community has specific problems, as well as specific background 

and perception of these problems. Just like nation-states, the 

global community is also quite complex, closely interwoven, 

interdependent and has ambiguous reflection. The new world led 

to confusion, while the existing ideas and information became 

obsolete and traditional policies and tools become insufficient in 

solving problems.

The new millennium presents us with a different picture 

regarding the status and trends in the world. The borders of 

the world, as we know, have been surpassed. It is no longer 

meaningful to divide the problems of countries as internal and 

external problems. As domestic problems might have their roots 

in and impacts upon international developments, the external 

issues might also have internal aspects.
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In the 2000s, it became evident that human rights issues 

were not only limited to the East or the South, but also, West 

and North of the world had committed fundamental human 

rights violations too. The post-September 11 (2001) world is 

not the same as the one preceding it. This date has mobilized 

all the destructive dynamics of the global order, and the world 

began to change. Under the pretext of terrorist attacks that can 

come from outside, an atmosphere where dissenting voices can 

be suppressed inside  was formed and gained the opportunity to 

rebuild the individualist-atomistic world, which was no longer 

under control. In this context, the security argument has been 

used for restriction of freedom and scaling down social rights 

until present.

Post September 11th security centered discourses and 

policies of the Western world revealed the anti-Islamism. This 

phenomenon is expressed as Islamophobia (irrational fear for 

Islam), and it is not something that can be overcome. Anti-

Islamism, which fuelled this fear among the Western societies 

is more authentic than this fear, and a more prioritized matter. 

What’s more, Anti-Islamism is not a phenomenon only limited to 

the extreme rightist and racist groups. Anti-Islamism is inherent 

to the Western system, and reveals itself in the reflexes of all the 

devices of the system. The mosque attacks, the pressure on the 

Muslim persons and organizations, discrimination in the job 

market and public sphere, all the political, cultural and artistic 

events insulting the holy concepts of the Muslims and taking 

refuge behind the mask of freedom of expression consist of 

the visible part of Anti-Islamism. Anti-Muslim and Anti-Islam 

approach is a deep, hidden, and soft ideology permeated down to 

the cells of the Western consciousness and system. This ideology 

is encountered by us sometimes in the newspaper pages, and 

sometimes in school textbooks.
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The print media and the visual media in the western world 

has transformed the “Islamic terrorism” into meta and rating 

tool. Frequently raised possible terror attacks have caused the 

appearance of a strategy developed to design the community 

beyond producing news. Seeing this development on its own and 

as an internal matter of the media will be a big initiative. Media 

headlines are shaped according to the information and reports 

received from the intelligence services. While intelligence units 

use the press, they take the pieces of information reflected on the 

public opinion and develop discourses and policies. It is almost 

impossible to know who is active and who is passive here. That 

is exactly where what the postmodernists call vagueness reveals 

itself.

Why the Netherlands? Because The Netherlands is an 

indicator for Western countries. This country, which is known 

as historically tolerant, socially humanitarian, politically 

democratic and pluralistic, economically as high welfare society 

and culturally multi-culturalist, gave danger signals as it entered 

the new Millennium in the 2000s, and it  entered into a political-

social process in which the extreme right rapidly developed. 

After these dates, tolerance began to be criticized as the weak 

side of the Netherlands, claims were put forward as to the fact 

that multiculturalism would drag the country into chaos, and in 

the aftermath of the September 11th., it has become the country 

where most attacks are made to Muslim persons and institutions.

The concept of human rights has been seen as a foreign 

policy issue for a long time and it has been discussed very little 

or not at all in the domestic politics. However, this country has 

recently accepted the fact that it has a human rights issue, and 

some works have been started. The establishment of the Human 

Rights Institute in 2012 has been a significant turning point 

in this regard. The Institute is an independent and legal organ 
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following the human rights in the Netherlands. Its purpose is to 

monitor the developments converning with the human rights by 

means of research, advice and informing, to enlighten people 

about human rights and to protect and advance the human rights 

in the country.

Netherlands Institute for Human Rights reports the 

developments experienced in human rights in the Netherlands 

every year on a regular basis. Since the day it was established, the 

Institute has published annual reports for three times up to the 

present day. In its first report (2012), the Institute stated that there 

had been an increase in the nationality based discrimination 

events. In its second report (2013) the Institute brought the issue 

of labor migrants and discrimination to the fore .In its 2014 

report, which was published in April, 2015, the Institute gave 

a large place to discrimination again, and described the words 

of Wilders, the extreme right-wing leader, (“fewer Moroccans”), 

which was an issue of important discussions in the previous year, 

as “full discrimination”.

The Netherlands society has experienced a rapid and 

radical transformation from the beginning of the 2000s. This 

transformation has surprised everyone that observes this country 

from outside, especially the immigrants and minority groups.  

Because the famous tolerance of this country has been replaced by 

xenophobia and anti-Islamism, humanitarianism and socialness 

has been replaced by trimming of social rights, democracy 

and pluralism has been replaced by reconciliation culture and 

monologism, multiculturalism, however, has been replaced by 

anti- multiculturalism and assimilation of partiality.

The report you hold in your hand tries to shed light on the 

test of the new Netherlands, as a transformed country, with 

immigrants and minorities. Netherlands Human Rights Report 

2014 interprets the developments in the country from the 

perspective of human rights and freedoms. Although it is not 
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possible to restrict the issue of human rights to a particular group, 

the focus of this report consists of minorities of Turkish origin (or 

Dutch Turks) in particular, and other immigrants and minorities 

in general. Dutch Turks are examined in a comparative format 

with the other minority groups as far as it is required and possible.

THE METHOD OF WRITING OF THE REPORT

The report was written by academicians who are experts 

in the field, and who know the Netherlands. It was written over 

a period of six months as a result of a division of labor made 

by persons who are specialists in different areas as Sociologist, 

cultural anthropologist, lawyer and journalist, but who know the 

Western world and especially the Netherlands.

The writing process started with sharing of topics and 

continued with scanning. On one hand, literature survey was 

made in Dutch and English related to immigrants and minorities, 

and on the other hand, the major events and news experienced in 

Netherlands throughout 2014 were scanned through the printed 

press. As a result of the literature review, it was established that 

a large number of publications were published by the official 

institutions and universities in the Netherlands concerning with 

the immigrants and minority groups, and these publications were 

utilized from according to the topic titles.

When it comes to the written media research, the news 

prepared by 3 National Netherlands newspapers (De Volkskrant, 

NRC Handelsblad and Nederlands Dagblad), 2 local Turkish 

newspapers and news agencies (Haber and İnterajans) and the 

Netherlands representative of Anadolu Agency were scanned 

within this framework. The Netherlands national was scanned 

by means of several key concepts (immigrants, minorities, 

Turks, Islam, Islamophobia, mosques, etc.), and the headlines 

were identified. Later, the major events and news of the year 
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were combined and a one-year chronology was taken out. News 

headlines and this chronology were used not only to report the 

developments in the country, but also to determine the issues 

related to the rights and freedom areas of 2014 and as a database 

so as to make the actual analysis of these.

As a general observation, it can be expressed that: Dutch 

literature has been used for the structural analysis of different 

fields, printed media sources has been referenced rather to make 

actual analysis. In this sense, it can be stated that the related 

resources have completed each other.

Brought into a whole after being written by different people, 

proofreading of the report headings were made and   of the task 

of determining the method and style was tried to be provided in 

writing to the furthest extent possible.

THE CONTENTS AND PARTS OF THE REPORT 

After the preface and introduction, the contents of the report 

consist of two parts. In the first part, the rights and freedoms of 

immigrants and minorities in Netherlands are addressed. In the 

topics discussed here, first of all, a brief analysis of the current 

situation was made, after that, the 2014 events were considered 

in terms of human rights and freedoms.

In the second part, how minorities were represented in the 

Netherlands media, and the images and discussions on this issue 

were depicted.

After these parts, an overall assessment was made and 

resources cited were given.

In the last part of the report, however, important developments 

occurring in the Netherlands in 2014 and chronology of positive 

and negative events evolving under human rights were included.
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A- FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND 
LIBERTIES

 POLITICAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

 ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

 CULTURAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

 EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

 ORGANIZATIONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

 RELIGIOUS RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
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POLITICAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 

According to the information given by the Dutch Bureau of 

Statistics, 6 percent of the total population consists of people with 

dual nationalalities, and 4 percent consists of foreigners who are 

not citizens of the Netherlands as of January 1, 2007. In other 

words, one million people seem to have gained Dutch  nationality 

in addition to the nationality of their own country. 680 thousand 

people, however, live in this country as foreigners without being 

recognized as Dutch citizens (CBS, 2007). That is to say, about 

million immigrants and minority group members are in a status 

of potential voters.

Judging by the number of the foreigners that have been 

accepted for the Dutch citizenship  in  recent  years,  it can also 

be stated that the number of the concrete voters have increased 

among the immigrants and minority groups. 110.242 people 

gained Dutch citizenship in the period 2007-2011. Taking into 

consideration that the total application was 129.167 in the same 

period, it means that some of the applications were refused. 56 

percent of those who were admitted are females, and 44 percent 

are males. In the first position among the ethnic groups accepted 

as citizens there are Moroccans (16.470), in the second position 

there are Turks (10.518), in the third position,  there are the Iraqis 

(8.648) (IND, 2012:51-56).

Among the Turks, the rate of those who own a dual nationality 

is 73 percent; the rate of those who own only a Turkish passport 

is 23 percent, the remaining percentage, however has only the 

Dutch passport. Compared with the Moroccans, it is observed 

that the figures are close to each other (75 percent, 25 percent, 

and 5 percent).

Participation in Local Politics

Active and passive participation of  the  minority  groups 

have rather been the subject of local researches. In this regard, 
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participation rates of the large minority groups in cities, party 

preferences and levels of representation are not well known. For 

example, if the Turks living in Amsterdam are compared with 

the other major minority groups, it is seen that they provide a 

relatively high political participation. Large fluctuations in levels 

of participation since 1994 have not changed this fact: On the 

date in question, they performed a 67 percent participation in 

the municipal elections, however they could not reach that level 

again in the following years.

In the local elections of 1998, this rate declined to 39 percent 

and down to 30 percent in 2002. The level of participation of 

Turks, which rose again in 2006 (51 percent) , declined again in 

the next election. In 2010, the participation remained at a level of 

44 percent. This of course, means that the Turks remained under 

the overall participation rates. 

As it can be understood from the table above, the groups with 

the lowest level of political participation are those from Surinam 

and Antilles. However, the immigrants who come from the former 

Netherlands colonies have more command of the Dutch language 

and culture. Furthermore, it can be said that they are integrated to 

the community to a better  degree in other areas, as well. Although 

the Moroccans, who have a history and culture semi-comparable 

with the Turks, provided a medium level of participation, it is 

Table 4. Participation rates of the large minority groups in 
Amsterdam in the local elections  (%)

1994 1998 2002 2006 2010

Turks 67 39 30 51 44

Moroccans 49 23 22 37 38

Surinams/Antilles 30 21 26 26 26

Overall participation 
levels 56,8 45,7 47,8 50,8 51,3

Resource: (IMES, 2010:18).
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a group that has exhibited a substantial decline in political 

participation in the recent years.

In 2010 municipal elections, while the Dutch participation 

level went over 60 percent with a fractional increase in 

Rotterdam, levels of participation of immigrant and minority 

groups have remained at lower levels. The Moroccans recorded 

a fractional increase compared to the previous elections, and 

they provided 48 percent participation. The Turks following this, 

however, recorded a decline compared to previous elections, 

and they performed a participation of around 45 percent. Those 

from Surinam (25 percent) and Antilles (23 percent) provided 

lower proportions of participation. In the 2002 elections, while 

the immigrants performed around 45 percent of participation, 

its entering into decline in subsequent years seems to be in 

connection with the rejuvenation of the population. Because the 

political participation of the population under the age of 34 is 

lower than those over it (COS, 2010:13-15). The older generation’s 

showing more interest in politics arises from the experience and 

habits they have acquired in their own country. Young people of 

immigrant origin follow the Dutch youth, and just like them, they 

do not show much interest in politics.

Political Preferences

In 2010 municipal elections, the most popular party is the 

labor party both among the Dutch and among the immigrant and 

minority groups. With one difference however, and it is the fact that 

this party found more support among the immigrants compared 

to the Dutch. While the Dutch supported the Labor Party at a rate 

of 28 percent, 74 percent support was given by the Moroccans, 59 

percent by the Turks, 54 percent by those from Surinam, and 43 

percent by those from the Antilles. If a comparison is to be made 

between the non-Western origin immigrants and the Western 

origin immigrants, the Labor Party has been a party preferred more 
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by the former (52 percent) compared to the latter (26 percent). 

The Turks preferred the Green Left (15 percent) as the second 

party with a difference of one percent, and D66 (14 percent) as 

the third party. Although the rate of support changes, the same 

preference patterns are in question among the Dutch and also the 

other major immigrant groups (IMES, 2010:22). Compared with 

the previous election, it is seen that the support given to the Labor 

Party was weakened. Especially the Turkish and Surinam voters 

have been orientated towards the Labor Party less compared to 

four years ago, and to other left parties more. Moroccan voters 

have preserved their vows of allegiance to the Labor Party in this 

election, too (IMES, 2010:32)

According to the survey carried out by IMES (2010), it was 

determined that there were some connections between political 

participation and the features of some voters in Amsterdam 

municipal elections:

•In spite of the fact that the differences are not big, Dutch 

women are prone to exhibit an attitude towards the left parties, 

while men are more interested in the right parties.

•Among the Turkish people, it is seen that males voted more 

than women, and men gave more support to the Labor Party. In 

the Moroccan males and females, however, the opposite party 

preference was observed.

•Dutch youth voted more on the left parties such as D66 and 

the Green Left rather than the Labor Party. The same pattern is 

observed by Turks and Moroccans, as well.

•The difference in generations play a role in the party 

preference among the immigrants. While the first generation 

with an Immigration history head towards the Labour Party, the 

Netherlands- born second generation incline towards D66, the 

Green left and the Socialist Parties.
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•The higher the level of education of immigrant voters, the 

more party options there are, and the more orientation towards 

non-center left parties  rather than the central left party (Labor 

Party). For the Turkish voters, if the preference of Socialist Party 

is left to one side, a reverse trend is observed.

Representation of the Immigrants and Minorities in the 

National Parliament

In Netherlands, there was an increase in the number of 

immigrant origin  members of  the Parliament  in  the national 

politics compared to the previous years together with the 

elections in 2010. The number of deputies in the Parliament 

increased from 12 to 17. Nine (9) of the deputies are men, and 

8 of them are women, and they reached 11.3 percent in the total 

deputies. This means that, a proportional representation was 

provided in the Dutch Parliament for the first time. While 17 of 

the deputies were in the parliament before 2010, 8 more were 

added to this (IPP, 2010:9-10). In the national assembly, where 

there are 6 deputies of Turkish origin, no immigrant origin has 

been assigned as a Minister up to the present day. During the 

4th Balkenende government between 2007-2010, two immigrant 

origins were appointed as Secretaries of State. One of them is 

of Turkish origin Mrs. Nebahat Albayrak, and the other is of 

Moroccan origin, Mr. Ahmed  Aboutalib. In the Netherlands, 

Secretary of the State is an authority that replaces the Minister 

in situations deemed necessary by the Minister, and one that is 

responsible in the absence of the Minister.

According to a survey on diversity in the Dutch Parliament 

carried out in 2012, the following conclusions were reached: 

There are fewer women deputies compared to 2010.

The rate of women deputies among the total deputies is 38,7 

percent. The number of immigrant origin deputies is 11, and it is 

in a rate of 7,3 in total deputies. The average age of the deputies is 
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43, and it gives the image of a “young” Parliament compared with 

some European countries. 99 of the deputies were deputies before 

the elections, as well (Prodemos, 2012:1). In terms of immigrant 

and minority groups, a proportional representation is not in 

question any more.

The results obtained in 2010 local elections and the 

representation of immigrants did not show much change 

compared to the previous years. 303 out of a total of 9400 

parliament membership were filled by candidates of immigrant 

origin. In the elections of 2006, this number was recorded as 302. 

When looking at the gender distribution however, a decline is in 

question: Whereas the immigrant women were 35 percent in 2006, 

this rate decreased to 29 percent in 2010. As to the distributions 

based on ethnic groups, while the Turks ranked first with 163 

members of the parliament, Moroccans ranked the second with 

66 members of the parliament, those from Surinam ranked the 

third with 32 members of the parliament, and those from the 

Antilles ranked the fourth with 7 members of the parliament. 

The remaining 35 members of the parliament come from small 

minority ethnic groups (IPP, 2010:7).

The Year of the Elections

2014 was the year of the elections for the Dutch and especially 

the Turks living in Netherlands. Because the reason for this fact 

is that they experienced the excitement of three elections in the 

same year. On March 19, municipal elections took place in the 

Netherlands. Since 1986, this election was the eighth election for 

the immigrants and minorities in the Netherlands. Two months 

later, the European Parliament election that took place on May 22 

- 25 is the second election of the year. The presidential election 

that took place in Turkey in June however, became an election 

participated by the Turks abroad for the first time.
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The participation of the Dutch people in the municipal 

elections that were held in 2014 decreased to 54 percent. From the 

point of view of immigrants however, in Amsterdam, the Turkish 

people provided 34 percent of participation, those from Surinam 

and Antilles provided a rate of 26 percent and Moroccans, showed,  

a rate of 24 per cent (IMES, 2014:43). The Dutch press recorded 

this election as an election with the lowest level of participation 

in its history Again, for the European Parliament elections that 

took place in the same year, there was 38 percent participation. 

These elections held in the Netherlands were to determine the 

25 deputies that would be sent to the European Parliament: 

there were also candidates of Turkish origin on the list of several 

parties. Mrs. Emine Bozkurt, who is already an EP deputy, was 

included as a candidate in the second row in the list prepared by 

the Social Democratic Labor Party, Ali Osman Biçen in the 17th 

row from the Democrats 66 Party, and Erdoğan Kaya in the 23rd 

row from the Socialist Party. Except Emine Bozkurt none of the 

candidates of Turkish origin had a chance to be elected directly; 

however, preferential votes could change things. 

No candidate of Turkish origin was able to be elected to 

the European Parliament, and a decline was also recorded in 

municipal elections. Whereas there were 163 Turkish city council 

members in 2010, this number dropped down to 111 in 2014. 

This fall was not only in parallel to the decline in the political 

participation of immigrants, the preferential vote was evaluated 

as “taken for granted” now according to the declarations made 

by some opinion leaders. Immigrants do not vote for the “ethnic” 

candidates only because of this feature any more.

The Causes of the Fact that the Political Participation is Low 

There have been many studies trying to explain why the political 

participation is low among immigrants. In the first stage, the low 

levels  of participation may be explained by lack of interest in 
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politics. Lack of interest in politics has always been associated 

with the problem of orientation when the Turks are in question. 

Turks have been blamed for staying outside of politics of the 

Netherlands. This is because on one hand, they live introvertly 

among themselves, and on the other hand they are interested 

in the politics in their motherland. In a survey carried out by 

the Social and Cultural Planning Office, it was revealed that the 

Turks and Moroccans did not feel at home in the Netherlands. In 

the Survey, when the participants were asked the question “How 

much they feel at home in the Netherlands”, the responses were 

as follows: 85 percent of the Dutch said to feel at home, 73 percent 

of those from Surinam, and 72 percent of those from the Antilles, 

by contrast to this, 62 percent of the Turks and 61 percent of the 

Moroccans said that they did not feel at home in the Netherlands 

(SCP, 2012:156). When the answers given to the relevant question 

was subject to separation according to generations, it is seen that 

those who do not feel at home are rather the first generation. 

However, the section with low political involvement is not the 

first generation, rather it is the second generation.  Besides, 

there have been studies putting forward the fact that, in the 

groups in which group solidarity is high in Netherlands, political 

participation is also high. In the local research they made in 

Amsterdam, the researchers Teri van der Heijden and Anja van 

Heelsum, concluded that the political participation was higher in 

the groups in which group solidarity is high, for example, among 

Turks.. On the contrary, in the groups in which group solidarity 

is low, for example, in those from Surinam and the Moroccans, 

political participation is lower (IMES, 2010:56).

Lack of interest in politics also seems to be associated with 

another phenomenon. Immigrant and minority groups stay away 

from politics because they do not trust the political institutions 

and personalities. Although “the differences are negligible”, the 

Dutch rely on the institutions more than the immigrants. In 



19

various institutions, it seems that distrust of the Government in all 

groups is lower, and confidence in the judges is higher. All groups 

give an insufficient point to the Government. Especially the Turks 

think negatively related to this: They give the Government 4,5 

out of 10. The differences do not seem big in terms of the trust 

in the police and the judges (CBS, 2012:167). If differences in 

participation rates of the immigrants in politics were taken into 

consideration, it would not be correct to explain this just with the 

distrust in the institutions.

Another way of explaining the way which is effective in the 

decline or rise in the political participation is associated with 

the effects of the arguments and stigmatization directed towards 

the immigrants on these groups. The researchers, Teri van der 

Heijden and Anja van Heelsum, draw the attention to the fact 

that in the periods when there is exclusion and stigmatization 

directed towards the Moroccans, the political participation of the 

Moroccans rises, and in the periods when there are arguments 

directed towards the Turks, the political participation of the 

Turks rise. In such cases, the immigrant groups will mobilize in 

the political sphere in order to break the pressure against them 

and to prove themselves (IMES, 2010:56- 57). An attack from 

the outside mobilizes the group, and when the attack is over, the 

group returns to its own normal routine life. Therefore, it can be 

said that the political conjuncture also has a share in political 

participation.

A more structural factor in political  participation  is  the 

role played by socialization variable in politics. In a research 

he conducted within the research scope of Utrecht University, 

Zoltan Lippenyi discovered the fact that the role of socializing and 

especially education is important in explaining the differences 

of participation among the Dutch and the immigrant groups. In 

addition to those with high education, political  participation 
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rises in the socialization process in which political culture is 

transferred and internalized (2011:6/14)). This approach explains 

why the political participation of the first generation is high 

among the Turks, and also how active the highly educated Turks 

are in politics.

Evaluation of the year 2014

When we evaluate the year 2014 in terms of political rights 

and freedoms, there are many events that should be recorded as 

positive and negative. The Netherlands is a country where there is 

the right for political organization and importance is attached to 

participation. Within this context, the minority parties established 

in recent years as “the Union” and “Islamic Democrats” also 

found the opportunity to participate in the elections. In spite of 

the fact that the chances of such parties are weak, it can be stated 

that they are tentative in terms of gaining political experience and 

furthering the participation. In this regard, the immigrant and 

minority groups’ going into the elections with their own party is 

among the events that should be evaluated as positive.

The granting of the Royal sign of award to 6 Turks in 

Netherlands in 2014 constitutes another example of the positive 

developments. This kind of rewarding both introduces the people 

who are active in the community, and also enables these people 

to be taken as role models by others. The fact that Muzaffer 

Bozaslan, who has been carrying out the duty of membership of 

the City Council in the city of Venlo for 20 years, is also included 

among those who have been given the Royal sign of award bears 

a politically symbolic value, as well.

It is important that the politicians display a serious stance 

against racism, antisemitism and Islamophobia that rises in the 

Netherlands and in Europe. In the Dutch Parliament, the Secretary 

of Foreign Affairs, Timmermans, gathered great applause due 

to his anti-racist speech he made in May. This speech was one 
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of the catchy positive gestures of 2014. In the speech he made, 

Timmermans defined racism, antisemitism and Islamophobia as 

a threat to the “European project”. Again, in November the same 

year, the proposal of the extreme right-wing party Member of 

Parliament, Machiel de Graaf as “the Mosques should be closed”, 

being defined as “unacceptable and scandalous” by the Deputy 

President who strongly opposed to this, was welcomed with joy 

by the Muslim immigrants and minorities.

At the same time, as the Minister of Social Affairs who is 

responsible for the integrations of the minorities, Asscher’s 

gathering with the representatives belief groups in the Dutch 

society and having dialogues in an effort to reduce tensions was 

one of the important developments of the year.

Apart from these positive developments, 2014 was the stage 

of important tensions and negative developments. The first of 

these developments is probably the demand for the research into 

the religious organizations, and the fluctuations created by this 

in politics. Due to the fact that they took a certain stance in this 

debate, two deputies of Turkish origin were discharged by the 

Labor Party (PvdA), the partner of the government. Topic for the 

debate was the research demand directed towards the religious 

groups of Turkish origin. The crisis started with the topic 

“parallel society investigation” written to the Parliament by vice 

Prime Minister Asscher, one of the leading figures in the party. In 

his letter, Asscher maintained that the Turkish origin religious 

groups and some foundations and associations “took the Turks 

in the Netherlands under influence with the effect of the Ankara 

Government”, and he put forward the fact that this “negatively 

affected the adaptation of the immigrants of the Turkish origin”. 

Asscher wanted an investigation to be commenced about “the 

Netherlands Foundation of Religious Affairs, the Organization 

for the National Opinion, Süleymancilar and Fethullah Gülen 
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group ”, and he wanted them to be followed closely for five years. 

Opposing this proposal by two deputies of Turkish origin from 

his own party and not giving an inch from this attitude of theirs 

has resulted in the discharge of the persons concerned from the 

party. The deputies in question, Kuzu and Öztürk have evaluated 

the decision of the discharge as trying to silencing the deputies.

Also the Turkish minorities living in the Netherlands and 

the politicians of the Turkish origin were tested by the so-called 

Armenian genocide in the recent past, and three politicians of 

Turkish origin (Ayhan Tonca, Osman Elmacı, Erdinç Saçan)  

were  discharged  from the lists of the party in 2006 due to the 

fact that they did not accept the Armenian genocide on the eve of 

November 22nd elections. Discharging the Turks from candidacy 

by the Christian Democratic Party and the Labor Party was linked 

by the Turkish community and candidates to the effect of the 

Armenian lobby, and evaluated it as choking the life of the Turks 

in politics.

Armenian genocide debates were brought to the agenda again 

in 2014. The event that led to this was the announcement of the 

Armenian Church of the Apostles in Almelo that it would open 

the “Genocide Monument” on April 24. Following this, Overijsel 

Province declared in July that it accepted the Armenian genocide. 

The Turkish communities reacting to both events, evaluated the 

fact that this issue was brought to the agenda as intentional and 

aimed at disrupting the relationships.

The discriminatory and irresponsible remarks made by the 

extreme right parties and officials in the Netherlands in 2014 

have been the subject of a continuing agenda. From the discourse 

“Fewer Moroccans” to the discourse “Mosques should be 

closed”, discriminatory words in the ethnic and religious regard 

have been openly expressed in the Dutch politics. Despite the 

fact that opposing this by the settled political parties and their 
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creating a common front is important. It should be noted that 

they will be inadequate. Struggling with Islamophobic attitudes 

is not an issue that can be attained with the existing legal norms. 

Because, the Netherlands does not consider Islamophobia as 

a type of discrimination and crime just like antisemitism. The 

settled politics and law do not have criteria that can differentiate 

Islam and the criticisms directed towards the Muslims and the 

discrimination aimed at them. In this regard, Islamophobic 

rhetoric and actions can be evaluated within the framework of 

criticism right and freedom of expression. It is obvious that a 

serious debate is needed on this issue.

An event experienced in Rotterdam in 2014 indicates the fact 

that the discriminatory attitudes are not limited to the extreme 

right in politics. A banner hung in Rotterdam by the ruling 

Liberal Party led to discomfort in the community and among the 

immigrants. On the banner, it was demanded that only Dutch was 

to be spoken in the city. The demand for powerful integration 

aiming at the immigrants and minorities in Netherlands, 

sometimes causes to take concessions from the identities of the 

groups in question, and sometimes declaring the victim to be 

guilty.

The Role of Turkey

In November of last year, the remarks made at the website 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey led 

to another tension between Turkey and the Netherlands. The 

Foreign Ministry spokesman, Tanju Bilgiç’s remark saying that 

“Making the Turkish community in the Netherlands subject to 

discrimination, them being the target of xenophobic, Islamophobic 

and racist accusations, expressions and attacks is absolutely 

unacceptable” gave rise to the harsh reactions of the Ministers 

and politicians in the Netherlands. Whereas the Minister of Social 

Affairs described Turkey’s remark with the words “illiterate, 
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wrong  and  inappropriate”,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Koenders interpreted it as “the direct intervention” of Turkey 

in the internal affairs of the Netherlands. In the explanations 

made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, to 

the Netherlands Release Group NOS, he gave a response with an 

answer saying that Turkey wanted to contribute to the adaptation 

of its citizens living in the Netherlands.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman’s making an 

explanation on the website in November happened right after 

the discharge of the 2 deputies of Turkish origin from the Labor 

Party and the declaration of the fact that the Turkish religious 

organizations would be taken under supervision. Taking the 

failed integration policy in the Netherlands out on the religious 

organizations, and their proclamation as a scapegoat were the 

developments that activated the Turkish Foreign Affairs.
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ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

The Netherlands has one of the highest levels of prosperity 

among the European countries. Whereas the average income level 

of 15 of the countries of the European Community remains a little 

under the Netherlands, the income level of 12 countries that have 

newly entered remain at a very low level. The Netherlands is not 

only a country with a good position in terms of income level, but 

it is also a country with a good distribution of income. Compared 

to other countries, it is a country with less inequality of income. In 

recent years, a progress at a level of 6 percent on average has been 

displayed in the incomes of all the social sections. Especially, in 

the incomes of the two salaried families and elderly people, there 

have been higher proportions of progress. However, the economic 

crisis that occurred in 2009 has weakened the purchasing power 

of the population in general, and has caused a decline at a rate 

of 1 percent. A partial increase in the poverty rate (0,5 percent) 

is also in question. In the 2008-2010 period,  there was a serious 

contraction in employment opportunities and the unemployment 

rate has increased to 5.4 percent in 2010. (SCP, 2011:125-126).

The Effects of the Economic Crisis

Without doubt, the economic crisis influenced the immigrants 

and minorities (especially non-Western) more. These groups are 

involved in the working life at a lower level compared to the 

Dutch. At the beginning of 2014, while almost the 70 percent of 

the Dutch worked, only 44 percent of the Turks and Moroccans 

worked. In the past five years, participation of the members of the 

four large non-western immigrant groups in employment have 

dropped down more than the Dutch. In this regard, it was seen 

that the economic conditions in the recent years have given rise 

to more important results for them. At the beginning of 2014, 

participation in the working life among the Turks and those from 

Surinam and the Antilles fell further back than in 2011 (CBS, 

2014:49).
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While the participation of the Dutch in the labor market was 

65 percent in 2001, there was no fall in this level of participation 

at all over the years, but in the recent years, there has even been 

an increase. However, declines have been experienced in the 

participation of all the immigrant and minority groups in the 

working life. Nevertheless, the participation of the immigrants 

and the minority groups in the working life exhibit structural 

differences. In this context, it is possible to make a distinction 

between the Turks and Moroccans, and those from Surinam and 

the Antilles. While the first groups provide the lowest level of 

participation in the job market, the latter provides an intermediary 

level of participation between those providing participation in 

this low level and the Dutch.

When the properties of the working class are examined, it is 

concluded that the rates of women and men vary according to the 

ethnic groups. While the rate of the working females – males are 

different for the Turks and the Moroccans, this ratio decreases 

in those from Surinam and the Antilles. While the rate of the 

working males among the Turks was 58 percent in 2013, the 

rate of the females remained in a level of 35 percent. The same 

rates were around 54 and 37 percent in the Moroccans. However, 

while the rate of the working males in those from Surinam 

Table 5. Involvement of Different Groups in the Job Market by 2014

Ethnic Groups Participation Rate (%)

The Dutch 68,6

Western foreigners 64,2

Non-Western foreigners 49

Those from Surinam 57

Those from the Antilles 50,9

Turks 46,4

Moroccans 44,5

Resource: CBS (2014).
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was 61 percent, the rate of the females was around 57 percent. 

This difference decreases even more in those from the Antilles 

(54 percent in males, and 52 percent in females). Not only the 

rates among females and males change, but also the rates change 

depending on the age and generation gap. While the 25-45 age 

group provides the most participation in work among the Turks 

(54 percent), the youth under 25 years of age (24 percent) and 

those over 45 years of age (50 percent) participate in lower rates 

(CBS, 2014:50). In other words, young people have more difficulty 

in entering the job market.

The decrease of the participation rates in the job market in 

the 2000s means an increase of unemployment. In particular, 

unemployment displayed a serious increase compared to before 

2008. In 2013, the non-Western immigrants were 3 times more 

unemployed compared to the Dutch. Between 2008 and 2014, 

unemployment among these groups doubled. As of 2013, 17 

percent of the Turks and those from Surinam, 20 percent of 

those from the Antilles, and 21 percent of the Moroccans were 

unemployed. The case of unemployment in terms of the Turks does 

not show a gender-dependent property. In other words, women 

also are out of a job as much as men. However, unemployment 

shows variability according to age: among young people aged 15- 

25, there is more unemployment. Compared to other age groups, 

the lower the level of education of the unemployed, the higher 

rates of the unemployment (CBS, 2014:52-53).

Causes of Unemployment and Discrimination

The causes of unemployment among immigrants and 

minority groups are the subject of a major discussion. The 

Government of the Netherlands considers the participation in the 

labour market as an important condition for integration policy, 

and perceives the reduction of unemployment as an indication 

of integration and adaptation of the related group. Despite the 
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fact that there are factors depending on the person (education, 

experience, job search performance, etc.) among the reasons of 

unemployment, factors specific to the labour market also play 

an important role. Among these, the way of perceiving the ethnic 

groups and discrimination are at least as important as personal 

factors.

In its 2014 report, Netherlands Institute for Human Rights 

brought the issue of discrimination to the fore, due to the fact that 

the Agency received more references to discrimination in the field 

of employment. Among the total references to discrimination, the 

discrimination references related to the work area are in a rate of 56 

percent. Among the basics of discrimination, race and nationality 

constitute an important weight (29 percent) (Jaarverslag, 2014:35). 

This data indicates that there is discrimination for immigrants in 

the labour market.

In 2014, another research published by Social and Cultural 

Planning Office with the headline “Discrimination experienced 

in the Netherlands” (Ervaren discriminatie in Nederland) is 

important in terms of showing the dimensions of discrimination. 

According to the data of this study, 25 percent of the inhabitants 

of the country state that they have been discriminated against in 

the last 12 months. Especially discrimination based on age (10 

percent) and ethnicity (8 percent) comes to the fore front. 15 of the 

job seekers stated that they felt discrimination in the job search 

process, one out of every 10 people experienced discrimination 

in public places, at least a segment by a third in the immigrant 

groups felt discrimination in public places and the immigrants 

looking for jobs stated that they were exposed to discrimination 

in rates ranging between 20 percent and 40 percent.

According to “Discrimination Survey in the Labour Market”, 

non-Western candidates are not chosen only according to their 

personal properties in the job market. “Non-Western candidates 
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are eliminated due to not having command of the Dutch language 

and the way of presenting themselves during the interview. 

Having a headscarf or having a “Muslim’s beard” is also effective 

in not choosing the candidates. In addition, having had negative 

experiences with immigrant groups before is another factor, 

which is effective in the decisions” (SCP, 2010:15). This discovery 

of the Social and Cultural Bureau indicates that the objective and 

functional criteria are not always determinative in the elections, 

and that elections are also made according to the appearance and 

clothes of the people. In the same survey report, race (81 percent), 

religion (16 percent) and nationality (4 percent) factors played a 

role as the foundations of discrimination (SCP, 2010:91).

Regardless of the position in the labour market, the income 

level of the immigrants and minorities is lower than the income 

level of the Dutch. The difference between is almost 7 thousand 

Euros. The highest income group among the non-western 

immigrant groups is the Surinam group. This group is followed by 

the Antilles group, Turks and Moroccans, respectively. In contrast 

to this, the political fugitives have the lowest income. This applies 

to especially the fugitives of Somali origin. An explanation for this 

is that they get allowance more frequently. The Iranians have the 

highest income level among the political fugitives. If it is required 

to make a generalization, except those from Surinam, the first 

generation has more income than the second generation in the 

other groups (CBS, 2014:66). Despite the fact that the members 

of the second generation have a relatively higher education and 

higher income jobs, the reason for their having low income is the 

fact that there is a lot of unemployment among them and that 

they live as dependent on allowance.

Due to the bad economic conditions, allowance dependency 

has increased since 2008. This is also valid for both the Dutch and 

the immigrants. There is no doubt that non-Western immigrants 

live as more dependent on entitlements than the Dutch locals. 
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As of 2013, while approximately one out of every 50 Dutch is 

dependent on entitlements, one out of 10 Turk and Surinami 

and one out of 8 Antilles and one out of 7 Moroccan lives on 

entitlements. If it is needed to make a generalization, women as 

compared to men in all ethnic groups are more dependent on 

the allowance (CBS, 2014:66). The reason why both women and 

the second generation of immigrants are more dependent on 

allowance is the fact that there is a lot of unemployment among 

these sections, and that they are exposed to discrimination more 

in the labour market.

Ethnic Entrepreneurship as the Solution of Unemployment

The fact that there has been a lot of unemployment among 

the immigrants for a long time has led them to set up their own 

businesses, and has given rise to the phenomenon known as “ethnic 

entrepreneurship” in Netherlands. “Ethnic entrepreneurship” 

increasingly plays an important role in the Netherlands. While 

the rate of the immigrant origin entrepreneurs is 14 percent 

among the total entrepreneurs in 2007, this ratio increased 

seriously in the last four years. According to the latest figures that 

we have, their rates increased to 16 percent in 2011. In absolute 

terms this corresponds to a total of 190,000 entrepreneurs. Ethnic 

entrepreneurship is increasing relatively. The largest group of 

ethnic entrepreneurs has a Western origin: In other words, they 

come from the surrounding European countries. This group 

constitutes nine percent of all the entrepreneurs in the country 

in 2011. The remaining part consists of non-Western immigrants. 

They represent 7 percent of entrepreneurs (Forum, 2014:11). 

Traditionally, ethnic entrepreneurs are active in the restaurant- 

hotel management, retail and wholesale trade, construction and 

service sector in order to meet the needs of their own communities, 

and in recent years, they have begun to push their limits. Now, 

they not only get out of their traditional sectors, but also they 
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have reached a position that will also appeal to customers outside 

of their own ethnic groups.

As of 2014, 12 percent of ethnic enterprises operate in the 

field of import, and 9 percent deal with export. There is no doubt 

that these rates are lower than the figures for the Dutch. However, 

according to sales figures, the difference between the two 

groups is narrowing. Among the immigrants, too, non-Western 

immigrants are in a less active status in the international level 

compared to the Western immigrants. In this respect, the Turks 

and the Chinese constitute an exception. Turkish entrepreneurs 

are engaged in a relatively more frequent import business. Ethnic 

entrepreneurs perform the 13 percent of the total import and 

exports. Numerically, this means 9 billion Euros of import and 11 

billion Euros of export in 2011 (Forum, 2014:5).

When assessed according to their origins, it is seen that among 

the ethnic entrepreneurs, the Turks constitute an important weight 

with a rate of 26 percent. This is followed by those from Surinam 

with a rate of 16 percent, Moroccans with a rate of 12 percent, 

Chinese with a rate of 8 percent, and those from the Antilles with 

a rate of 5 percent. The remaining 33 percent comprises of other 

Non-Western immigrants constituted by small groups (Forum, 

2014:12). The fact that the Turks play a significant role among 

the ethnic entrepreneurs can be explained by the potential for 

population on one side and by the potential of unemployment 

and entrepreneurship on the other. In particular the unemployed 

and retired first generation set up their own business places both 

to save their own and their children’s future. Here, the changing 

orientation and expectations play an important role. Also, the first 

generation that had considered investing in their own countries 

before directed their investments to countries in which they are 

in over time. Because the idea of turning back ceased to be useful 

over time, and with the influence of new generations, European 

perspective started pressing more heavily.
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When compared with the Dutch, it is seen that the ethnic 

entrepreneurs are almost not at all active in agriculture and in the 

financial sector. In contrast, they are represented in a powerful 

way more in other service sectors. Among ethnic groups, there 

are great differences in terms of the sectors they work. The strong 

trading mentality of the Turkish and the Moroccan entrepreneurs 

is obvious from their powerful status in the trade and repair field. 

Although the importance decreases for the new generations, 

having a restaurant is still regarded as the most important sector 

for these groups. In the same way again, the Chinese are the most 

powerfully represented in the restaurant  field.  73  percent  of 

the Chinese entrepreneurs are active in this sector. Commercial 

service, care, public management and training display great 

importance for those from Surinam and the Antilles. A quarter 

of both groups work as entrepreneurs in the commercial service, 

and one fifth of them work in the field of public service (Forum, 

2014:14).

If the branches in which the Turkish entrepreneurs are 

active at the beginning of the nineties, and the branches in the 

2000s are compared, it is seen that there are some changes in 

the sector. Whereas in 1993, the Turkish entrepreneurs are active 

in wholesale, retail and repair work (36 percent), restaurant 

ownership (31 percent), real estate and commercial services (12 

percent), in 2009, the share of the real estate and commercial 

services increased to 23 percent, and while the construction 

sector was very insignificant (1 percent) it increased to 14 

percent. However, there were serious decreases in wholesale, 

retail and repair work in which they were powerful in the same 

period (27 percent) and restaurant ownership (14 percent) field 

(Roolvink, 2009:44/46). Turkish entrepreneurs branch areas and 

distributions increasingly resemble the Dutch entrepreneurs. New 

entrepreneurs are turning more to construction, transportation, 

storage, communication and industry fields.
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When the portrait of Turkish entrepreneurs is examined, it 

is seen that there are more young entrepreneurs compared to the 

Dutch (Roolvink, 2009:32; Schutjens vd., 2014:28). Being a young 

entrepreneur mostly means not having a job experience and not 

knowing the sector. Indeed, the Turks set up businesses by rather 

looking at each other in the same sectors and places, and not 

based on a market research. This is a disadvantage weakening the 

chance of life of the enterprises, and resulting in closing down 

the workplace after a short time. In the research they carried out 

on the chance of life of the immigrant entrepreneurs, Schutjens 

et al. (2014:28), determined lack of experience, the choice of the 

wrong sector and space as the factors that shorten the lives of the 

ethnic enterprises.

Unequal Income Distribution and Poverty

The fact that Netherlands is a welfare state, that income 

level per capita is high and even that the income inequality is 

minimum do not mean that there is not poverty in that country. 

According to the studies of The Office of Social Cultural Plan 

and The Office of Central Statistics, it is seen that 10 percent of 7 

million households managed on an income below the margin of 

low income in 2013. Compared to the previous year, the number 

of households with low-income shown an increase of 10 percent.

Forward-looking estimates indicate that this growth will continue. 

The risk of poverty will increase especially among single-parent 

families and people living alone. Having income under margin of 

low income, non-western immigrants in groups are represented 

at high rates. There is more 32 percent risk for them. Yet 

between them, the risk of poverty during the period 2010-2013 

has shown a 10 percent increase. Moreover, having low income 

for non-Western immigrants has become a structural and long- 

term character. It has been understood that in 2013, 13 percent 

of Moroccan households, 10 percent of Turkey and Antilles, 7 

per cent of Surinamese had long-term low income (2014:7-8). In 
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other words, poverty in the Netherlands is a phenomenon mostly 

seen among immigrants and this phenomenon is closely linked 

to unemployment and low-income levels of unqualified workers. 

Being at risk in terms of poverty among the first-generation rather 

than the second generation is related to the decrease of incomes 

of this group entering into the process of retirement.

Assessment of 2014

When we put aside this structured data and developments 

and turn our faces to the current economic developments 

occurring in 2014, this year was characterized as a year when 

there were both positive and negative developments. To start with 

the positive developments, there is a court decision with regard to 

the investigation of Turk’s assets. In the first months of the year, a 

report was reflected to the public opinion about the fact that The 

Netherlands researched the assets of Turkey illegally. A decision 

from the court in February eased the Turks because the court 

didn’t allow studying the assets in Turkey. In addition, in the case 

opened in connection with deductions made various allowances 

which had been paid to the beneficiaries residing abroad since 

2000, The State Council announced to revoke the deduction of 40 

per cent as the council found it unjust.

The news related to the statement of Social Affairs Minister 

Asscher about anti-discrimination in the labor market appeared 

in response to a survey conducted in the first months of the 

year. According to the results of ‘’Discrimination Experienced in 

Netherlands’’ survey, it emerged that immigrants and minorities 

were exposed to discrimination in the process of job searching at 

most. Reacting to this research, Minister Asscher announced to 

establish rules to discriminatory businesses.

The nomination  of  two  Turks to  the  competition  of  the 

most successful company of Netherlands in November was a 

significant improvement in terms of the registration of Turkey’s 

success among ethnic entrepreneurs in Netherlands.
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When put aside these positive developments, 2014 is a year 

when economic difficulties appeared for minorities generally, for 

Turks specifically in the Netherlands.

Children and Immigrants as Victims of the Economic Crisis

The statement that children were affected by the economic 

crisis in the Netherlands in March at most caused to pay attention 

to the children. According to a survey carried out by a group of 

civil society organizations, the number of children who had to 

live below the poverty line has showed a 10 percent increase 

in the last 4 years. It is concluded from the same survey that 

the number of children in families living on social assistance 

is around 200 thousand throughout the country. Researchers, 

indicating that a significant part of the aforesaid children resided 

in regions outside the major cities, appealed to local government 

for spending more efforts to solve the problem.

The economic crisis seriously affected not only children but 

also immigrants. The Office of Social Cultural Plan indicated in 

their report that unemployment among immigrants was more 

than three times and sent a letter to the Minister of Social Affairs. 

In this letter, it was emphasized that unemployment especially 

among young people went up to 28 percent; Thus Minister was 

given an advice about taking measures. According to the Office, 

young people of minority groups encounter  with  prejudice 

and discrimination in the labour market. During the crisis, 

discrimination increases in the labor market. Job interview for 

foreigners appears to be a more troublesome process.

It is determined that the problem of poverty in the Netherlands 

has steadily grown in October and at least two and a half million 

people live below the poverty line. As we mentioned before, 

poverty carries an ethnic character and it is concentrated among 

more non-western immigrants.
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Netherlands Institute of Statistics reported in November that 

Non-Western young people who are born in the Netherlands get 

still behind in terms of the socio-economic aspects. The institution 

included an opinion in the report named ‘Consistency is Difficult 

To Advance’ that Non-Western young people who are born in the 

Netherlands get still behind compared to Netherlander young 

people and education has an important role in this. Foreign young 

people look for a job as less educated or dropout and without a 

diploma in the labour market. In this way, the disparity between 

Netherlanders with high and low educated is growing.

Return Law

Dominated by economic problems, 2014 was a year that some 

legislative regulations were enacted. Within this context, the law 

known as Return Law was formally abolished as of July 1, 2014. 

The new law provides the opportunity to return at a later age 

for people who want to go to their own countries. While this is 

45 in the removed law, it was identified as 55 in the new law. 

Return law offers some opportunities to immigrants returning to 

the country and satisfying the conditions. As including only the 

first generation and those who come to the Netherlands after the 

age of 18, it has been seen that the number of those who could 

benefit from this law is quite limited.

Deduction in Allowances

Another legal development is that The Supreme 

Administrative Court took a decision with regard to the legality 

of deductions in allowances sent to the children of the families 

returning to Turkey. Evaluating the application of the Ministry 

of Social Affairs, The Supreme Administrative Court made a 

decision that deduction carried out by the government under the 

austerity measures were legal for people returning to Turkey and 

Egypt and that it couldn’t be applied for Moroccans due to the 

agreements between the two countries. By being prepared the 
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allowance as part of the principles of being adjusted according 

to the economic conditions of the country of residence in 

Netherlands, according to the law effectuated on 1 January 2013, 

it has begun to be cut back on children allowance sent to Turkey 

in the rate of 40 percent. The law in question applies only to 

countries outside the European Union. Amsterdam Court also 

decided in a similar way in January.
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CULTURAL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES

There are different ideas on the cultural life of the Turkish 

people living in the Netherlands and other ethno-cultural 

minorities groups. While some Dutch politicians and intellectuals 

think that these groups are in the world of their own and are not 

sufficiently integrated into the Dutch society, representatives of 

immigrant groups and some researchers note that this finding is 

not correct. According to the second group, generalizations are 

made by being alleged some events (e.g. black neighborhoods and 

schools) and immigrants are declared as scapegoats.

Ethnic Identity and Relations

When some of the indicators are taken into account, it is 

seen that Turks moreover protect their identities and prefer to 

be in relation to the elf.  For example Turks  in the Netherlands 

regard themselves as members (74 percent) of their own group. 

Those who regard themselves as the members of both their group 

and the Dutch society consists a part of about 21 percent. The 

group especially feeling themselves as Dutch is around 6 percent. 

When compared with large ethnic minorities, Turks associate 

themselves more with the own group (CBS, 2012:155).

When an assessment is made in terms of social relations 

as well, it is observed that Turks are mostly in touch with (67 

percent) members of the own group especially in spare time. 

Turks connecting with both their own as well as with  the Dutch 

communities are around 26 percent. Those who are in contact 

with more natives is 7 percent. When compared with other ethnic 

groups, Turks attract attention as a group being in touch within 

itself (CBS, 2012:154).

Although Turks constitute a self-directed structure in terms 

of social identification and relations, this does not mean that 

they do not know Dutch or that they do not use the language. 
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According to researches, about 80 percent of Turks have no 

difficulty in speaking Dutch, reading and writing. A group about 

only 20 percent state that they take the trouble at this point (CBS, 

2012:153). Turks contact with the Dutch and other ethnic groups 

mostly in public life (street, business and education). When it 

comes to the private life and free time, they prefer to be with the 

members of the own groups and community.

Due to the fact that Turkish families speak their mother 

language more in private life and home environment and 

live according to the cultural traditions, the outreach with the 

Dutch culture for children starts at street and school level. If it 

is considered that children start school from the age of 4 in the 

Netherlands, in fact, it is concluded that they are acquainted with 

the Dutch culture at a very early stage. But, as they need to learn 

the Dutch language at a later stage, they do not make an equal 

start with their Dutch peers. For this reason, Dutch politicians 

and educators prefer the usage of the Turkish language of 

immigrants in the home environment as a problematical issue. 

In the years 2000s, the exclusion of the Turkish language and 

culture education from the formal education system was made 

for the same reason. Although it looks like right from their own 

perspective, it ignores the fact that children are growing up in a 

bilingual  environment.

Religious Identity and Relations

The Turkish people are seen as a part of other Muslim groups 

on the basis of their religious identity in a multicultural society 

such as the Netherlands. In this regard, it appears that Turkish 

youngsters are more often in touch with Moroccan youngsters. 

However, it must be said that  the social environment of the 

new generations is much more diversified . as well as there are 

proportional differences in the types of relations among ethnic 

groups; it is observed that there are obvious differences among 
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generations. For instance, members of the second generation in 

Turkey can get into more contact with Dutch compared to the 

first-generation members. Second-generation members achieve 

the diversity in their relationships as almost Surinameses and 

Antilles. Gender variable does not appear more effective in ethnic 

relationships (especially relationships with the Netherlands) 

compared to the generation gap.’’ (Dagevos & Gijsbert, 2008:287-

288).

Level of Organization and Cultural Life

Turks living in the Netherlands attract attention as a well- 

organized group compared to other ethnic minority groups. As 

well as on the basis of different political and cultural differences, 

different types of organizations in terms of age, gender and 

social status represent the civil society of Turkish community. 

Discussions are experienced from time to time in the Netherlands 

about the role of these organizations. While some observers 

argue that these organizations have a function that prevents the 

integration, leading opinion leaders of the Turkish community 

do not  share  this  opinion  and  they  consider  organizations 

as structures with dual function. On the one hand, these 

organizations transfer Turkish culture to the younger generation; 

on the other hand, they defend the interests of the Turkish 

community. In the Netherlands the public, especially religious- 

qualified organizations (mosques  and  foundations)  are  seen 

as an obstacle to integration. However, the already conducted 

researches show that mosques take on versatile functions unlike 

in Turkey and assume a social role.

According to a national survey, It is seen to be constructed 

a total of 120 mosques associations and in many numbers and 

types of activities (95 units) from the social and cultural activities 

to charitable services, from the pedagogical and educational 

activities to sports and recreational activities in their subsidiaries. 
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It was determined that apart from the religious activities, there 

are more numbers of Turkish-origin mosques in engaging in such 

social activities. It was determined that young people consist a 

considerable majority in the management of social qualified 

mosques and among the members (Canatan& Oudijk& Ljamai, 

2003; Canatan, 2005). These studies show that mosques have a 

role in contributing to integration, not in preventing integration. 

Especially in the 2000s, there was an increase in the religious 

and intercultural dialogue activities and social tensions began to 

reduce. Despite all these works, mosques could not avoid being 

the target of anti-Islamic groups.

Cultural Events in 2014

During 2014, there were many social and cultural events 

regarding Turks in the Netherlands and there were many activities 

in this context. At the beginning of the year, the International 

Utrecht Tourism Fair took place and Turkey’s participation in 

this exhibition was honored utmost interest of the Netherlanders. 

The Dutch Koran published by the association called ‘Discover 

Islam’, which was established by people choosing Islam later, was 

delivered in 13 different cities of the country as well as Rotterdam, 

the Hague and Amsterdam during January. From extreme right-

winger Freedom Party (PVV) pursuant to the campaign and 

choosing Islam, Arnoud van Doorn gave the Qor’an as a giftto all 

members of City Council and said that his  aim was to break the 

prejudices against Islam.

The translation of The Dutch Koran jointly prepared by 

Islamic University of Rotterdam (IUR) and the foundation named 

“Lezen en Leven” in March was introduced to the press and 

public at a ceremony held at Islamic University of  Rotterdam. 

In addition to Associate Professor. Dr. Özcan Hidir and Dr. Fatih 

Okumus who prepared the translation, Former Prime Minister 

of the Netherlands Ruud Lubbers, Rotterdam Consulate General 
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Togan Oral, IUR President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Akgündüz and a large 

numbers of Dutch academicians and leading representatives of 

the Turkish community attended the presentation meeting.

Cultural Discrimination Events

Besides these positive developments, there were some events 

restricting religious life of Muslims as well. Elected to the City 

Council membership in the Hague, candidate of the Islamic party 

Hasan Küçük got reactions for using Allah instead of ‘God’ in oath- 

taking ceremony. Vowing with all other selected candidates in the 

oath- taking ceremony held in the Hague Parliament on March 

27, 2014, Küçük completely read the sentence ‘Zo waarlijk helpe 

mij God almachtig” as “‘Zo waarlijk helpe mij Allah almachtig” 

(God help me). After this event, the Hague Mayor Jozias van 

Aartsen warned Hasan Küçük and asked to read again as it should 

be. Upon faced with reactions, Hasan Küçük read the same by 

proofreading text again and started his duty by vowing.

Another incident occurred in Almere-Buiten(?) city. Negative 

campaign against Ibn al-Khattab mosque of the Moroccans 

continued in this city so severe that as well as verbally opposing 

to the mosque, fylfot was drawn even the mosque wall with paint. 

An arson attempt to a mosque in Etten Leur occurred in October. 

According to the statements of eyewitnesses, two young people 

set fire to two bags located next to the mosque and they fled the 

area quickly. Mosque management made a complaint to the police 

and indicated that the attack was also made a few months ago. 

In December, it was reported that some windows were broken 

as a result of firework next to the window of Selimiye Mosque 

of the Netherlands Religious Foundation (HDV) in Enschede 

city. Emphasizing that they received threatening letters several 

times and that anti-foreign articles were written on the mosque 

walls, Selimiye Mosque Association President Sebahattin 

Yildiz indicated that they could not get a result although they 
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complained at every turn and that they wanted to end such 

attacks as immediately as possible and wanted the attacker to be 

penalized. With this event, the number of attacks on mosques 

reflected in the press in 2014 increased to 6.According to official 

figures, the number of attacks on mosques in the Netherlands was 

determined as 2 in 2012, as opposed to 4 in 2013.

In addition to the attacks on mosques, some Muslim families 

were targeted. According to a report written by the Algemeen 

Dagblad newspaper, the Muslim family living in Lienden , which 

is a small town in the Netherlands, having small children had 

been threatened constantly for 2.5 years but police could found no 

suspects so far. Family whose windows of the house were broken, 

whose mailbox was shot and whose houses’ walls were painted 

with Neo-Nazi signs were left helpless. Also, the note released 

in August, is quite meaningful; after the ‘Less less’ sentence, the 

note ‘we do not want Jihadist in our street, we will kill you’ has 

been taken part. Such incidents which are the indicators of the 

anti-Islamic statements of the extreme right-wing and nationalist 

parties in Netherlands public have left the mosque communities 

and Muslim families in the lurch by intervening in living freely 

and the religious life of Muslims.

Control of the mosque homes

Another incident disturbing Turks and Muslims is that 

Turkish mosque homes were added to the Dutch agenda with 

negative news in 2014. The law draft was prepared about the 

mosque homes researched after the news. The law draft prepared 

by Social Affairs Minister Asscher includes taking all kinds of 

measures for the purpose of protecting the welfare and safety of 

children staying in the mosque homes. Also, it stipulates that 

regular supervisions are made by the municipalities. Before the 

law draft, the mosque homes were staying outside the control of 

youth services department with education inspectorate because 
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they didn’t receive financial support from the state. Minister 

Asscher also opened the way with the law that the rules being 

valid for dorms receiving financial support are also valid for the 

mosque homes and that the controls are made by municipalities.

Therefore, tightening the controls, Rotterdam Municipality 

made the examinations of the three mosque homes of El Biruni, 

ABİ and Turks called Manolya in December and the municipality 

concluded that the qualities of these were still not enough. From 

councilors Rotterdam Municipal, Hugo de Jonge indicated that 

the government aimed to put the law into force since July 1st, 

2015 and he reported that Rotterdam Municipality would recheck 

mosque homes from July 1st on.

Fiftieth Anniversary Celebrations

2014 was a year of celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 

Turks’ arrival in the Netherlands. So it witnessed many events 

in which Turks’ contributions to the Netherlands and Western 

society were memorialized. There has been an interesting 

coincidence: in this year, the first person coming to this country 

in the framework of the labor migration according to the 

Netherlands records, Necati Genç lost his life at the age of 82.At 

the funeral held on March 11, 2014, Genç was memorialized by a 

crowd community for his services to the Turkish community, and 

his funeral was bid farewell with prayers. When labor migration 

agreement was signed between the two countries in 1964, Necati 

Genç was sent to Turkey by the Netherlands government and he 

also took on the task of choosing the first workers. Reflected in 

the Netherlands press with the title of the first Turk coming to the 

Netherlands many times, Necati Genç was closely watched by the 

Netherlands media at this time in the same way.

On April 25, 2015, the Union of European Turkish Democrats 

Netherlands (UETD) former president and the president of Türkevi 

Research Center, Veyis Güngör attended to autograph session and 
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the introductory meeting of the book named ‘Anatolia in Europe’ 

in Amsterdam, which consists of answers to the questions posed 

to him about the immigration experience including a quarter 

century from the interviews made with the media. In addition, 

Netherlands Türkevi Research Center designed a comprehensive 

Dutch ‘Ahmed Yasawi’ book for the purpose of presenting Pir 

Turkestan Ahmed Yesevi and his ideas in June. “Multifestijn’’, 

multicultural fair held since 2007 by the Dutch Turks, was also 

organized with the theme of the 50th anniversary of Turkish 

migration to the Netherlands in June. In this year, it was 

emphasized at the eighth fair that Turks living in the Netherlands 

had been incommoded here for half a century; on the contrary, 

they contributed to the peace and tranquility of the Netherlands.

In October, in the honor of 50th anniversary of Turks’ arrival 

in the Netherlands, EKOL Foundation and NEWS Newspaper 

announced that they would select ‘the Most Influential Turk 

of the 50 year’ in the Netherlands. All our citizens may present 

candidates to the study with regard to be transferred to  the 

future and introduced role model people in the community who 

contribute to the  development  of  Dutch-Turkish  community. 

In December, the Hague  Turkish Platform organized the festival 

because of the 50th anniversary of Turkish migration to the 

Netherlands. Participating in this festival, Turkey’s the Hague 

Ambassador Sadik Arslan indicated that Turkish community 

living in the Netherlands had achieved significant successes 

in 50 years and that the acquired level of the Dutch Turks was 

to be appreciated. The festival to which Turkey’s Rotterdam 

Consul General Togan Oral, the Hague Deputy Mayors Rabin 

Baldewsingh, Ingrid van Engelshoven and representatives of the 

Turkish and the Netherlands community attended was held in 

the famous concert hall Dr. Anton Philipszaal in the Hague. After 

the speeches in the program, ‘Anatolian Legends’ folklore show 



47

team presented a demonstration; Oguz Aksac and Halil Sezai 

gave a concert.

The last event, made in the framework of the 50th anniversary 

celebrations of labor migration to the Netherlands, was organized 

by Dutch Turkish Workers Association (HTIB).

HTIB celebrated the 40th anniversary of its establishment in 

Amsterdam. International Social History Institute Director, Prof. 

Dr. Leo Lucassen, who attended the event, gave a conference on 

‘50 years labour migration in the Netherlands’.

Turks Receiving Royal Medal

Due to King Willem Alexander’s birthday in the Netherlands, 

6 Turks were deemed worthy to Royal Order in 2014 traditionally 

distributed within the context of King Day celebrations held 

across the country on April 27. Because of volunteer works they 

performed for the benefit of society, Zeki Baran, Birsen Yurdakul, 

Göksel Soyugüzel, Mevlüt Yücel, Muammer Coskun and Yilmaz 

Arikdogan were delivered their orders with the ceremonies held 

in the cities they lived.

Statue of Migrants as a Cultural Project

The Project that gained the statue order to Zeki Baran, who 

is Deputy Mayor of Charlois connected Rotterdam, has been 

‘National Migrant Workers Monument’. This monument opened in 

Rotterdam on 11/11/2013 was erected to represent the memories 

of all immigrants and the contributions of them to this country. 

The monument made by sculptor Hans van Bentem consists of 

three parts. The 5-ton sculpture’s the lower part is made up of 

the granite, the center is made up of the steel symbolizing the 

contributions of immigrants to the country they came and the 

figure of the sun is located at the top of it. Another ‘Migrant Workers 

Monument’ erected by Netherlands Karamanlilar Federation 
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(HO- KAF) was erected in front of railhead in Karaman on the 

behalf of the first fellow countrymen going to the abroad. About 

40 thousand people from Karaman live in the Netherlands; this 

is equivalent to one-third of the Karaman population. 2 meters 

tall and nearly 200 kilos, this bronze monument depictures an 

immigrant who is in the suit, who has flat cap and a wooden 

suitcase in his hand.

Red Tulip Festival

Cultural ties between the Netherlands and Turkey were 

reinforced through the cinema by arranging 2. Red Tulip Film 

Festival In May; and a total of 32 Turkish films consisting of 

feature-length, short and fact films were presented to the Dutch 

cinema lovers. First education fair was organized by the Practice 

EC held in Amsterdam from 17 to 18 May, 2014. The subjects 

of being integrated foreigners to the Dutch education system- 

from primary school to university - were presented to the 6000 

participants. Families, educators and students leagued together at 

the fair for the purpose of increasing the success levels of young 

foreigners who failed in the first, middle and high school life or 

who need to further increase the success, and reintegrating them 

into the society as successful individuals are determined.

Turkish Music and Dance School

With the attempts of Amsterdam Music School and Amor 

Foundation in June, the first Turkish Music and Dance School 

of the Netherlands started with the opening program held at the 

Amsterdam Meervaart theater hall. In October, the Netherlands 

Turkish Culture and Arts Foundation “Sanatolia” set up the Turkish 

Culture and Art Center in the Hague for young people living in 

the Netherlands. They explained that their goals of foundation 

were to inform the Turkish youth in Europe in accordance with 

their general culture and self-culture, to enhance their personal 

development and artistic creativity and to contribute to the social 

world as more quality individuals.
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Orphans Day

3rd of traditional orphans day which human rights 

organizations in the Netherlands IHH held for the benefit of 

orphans every year was actualized in Amsterdam Osdorp Crystal 

Wedding Hall in December. Philanthropists were informed by 

President Murat Kurt and program presenter Hüseyin Gündüz 

in relation to orphan works of IHH Netherlands in the program 

to which hundreds of philanthropists looking after orphans 

attended. IHH Netherlands philanthropist, the national footballer 

Nuri Sahin’s signed uniform and handmade goods the orphans 

made in Gaza were sold at auction to benefit orphans in the 

program in which Ammar Acarlıoğlu who was known with his 

tunes from Turkey sang the impressive melodies.

Successful Immigrants

Many Dutch Turks born and grown in the Netherlands and 

completely fitting into society came into prominence in 2014. For 

example, the youngest FIFA-licensed referee Serdar Gözübüyük 

was selected the best referee of three seasons in a row in the First 

Football League in the Netherlands. Another role model is Bilal 

Başaçıkoğlu who was born of a father fromTrabzon and a of a 

Moroccan mother, who preferred to play in the Turkish National 

Team after playing in youth national teams in the Netherlands 

and who is Van Basten’s favorite, the goal-scorer of Feijenoord. 

Netherlands Junior National Team explained that the new 

favorites are Turkish-origin Kökçü brothers.

Another proud development is that Turkish-origin Birsen 

Basar living in the Netherlands was selected the ambassador of 

the Netherlands Autism Association (NVA) with 14 thousand 

members.

The selection of Ahmed Aboutaleb as ‘’the Dutch of the 

year’’ who has been the mayor for about 6 years in Rotterdam 
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where foreigners densely inhabited in the Netherlands is an 

indicator that both Turks and other foreigners have fitted into the 

multicultural Netherlands society. It was reported that Aboutaleb 

was awarded this prize because of his contributions to the city’s 

image nationally and internationally.

‘New’ Organizations

Two important institutions began operating in order to 

increase Turks’ participation in social and political life in 2014. 

The first one is the institution of a Dutch-Turkish Student 

Assembly in May. Secondly, it is the activation of Dutch-Turks’ a 

new lobby institution under the name of Centre for Public Debate 

(Public Discussion Center) for more effective Turkish Diaspora 

in December. An advisory unit was established in Rotterdam 

Consulate General in Turkey in order to help Turks whose 

children were relieved in the Netherlanders or who had problems 

with the youth offices. As part of the Project supported by The 

Youth Office in Rotterdam. The two specialists of Society for the 

Protection of Children, Elif Somuncu and Okan Balaban will try 

to find solutions to the problems of Turkish families one day a 

week.

Role of Mixed Marriages

Contrary to popular belief , according to a doctorate research 

published in September, mixed marriages made by native 

Dutch and Turks or Moroccans do not contribute to the better 

integration of minority groups,. Volkskrant newspaper quoting 

from the doctorate result of Leen Sterckx, a sociologist doing 

doctorate in mixed marriages, wrote that people who are within 

the category of this kind of marriage feel like broken off from their 

roots. ‘Marriage Migration’ report prepared by Netherlands Social 

and Cultural Planning Agency (SCP) found that immigrants 

choose their partners from the country in which they live instead 

of from their homeland. The effects of measures of Netherlands 
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government taken in marriages from abroad between 2004-2007 

were effective. The requirement that the brides and grooms 

coming from outside the EU should know Dutch and that there 

is an exam requirement was put into effect by the Netherlands 

at the first time. The condition of being at least 21 years old in 

marriages and the condition that the person who wants to bring 

his wife to the Netherlands has business and home was imposed 

as an obligation. At the end of 2014, the application leaving in 

the lurch Turkish- origin citizens who are under 21 years old and 

who live in the Netherlands, want to get married with a person 

from Turkey has been legislated away. In the matter of the request 

of 19-year-old Turk to be given residence permit to his wife, the 

objection made in the Dutch Immigration and Naturalization 

Department (IND) was found as justified depending the provisions 

of the Ankara Agreement stipulating the age requirement.

Relationship with Religious Organizations

In the beginning of November, Deputy Prime Minister 

Loedewijk Asscher and Minister of Security and Justice Ivo 

Opstelten came together with representatives of different belief 

group and various non-governmental organizations among which 

there are representatives of Turkish community as well. In the 

closed door meeting which was held at the Chevalier Hall of the 

Hague, participants consulted with each other on the escalating 

tension among the different parts in the society and prevention of 

polarization. Muslims were represented in the meeting by Raşit 

Bal, the president of Communication Organ between State and 

Muslims.

“Zwarte Piet” Debate that Divided the Society

This year, in Netherlands’ traditional ceremony of coming 

of Sinterklaas (Blakish Pete) to the country which was held 

in October, like last year, Zwarte Piet followers faced with 

opponents. Both groups organized protest meeting in city Gouda 
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on the same day and as a result of escalating tension, 90 people 

were arrested. Almost in all countries definition of Zwarte Piet as 

the slave of white man in the history books has been considered 

as racism except the Netherlands. Despite this negative image, the 

Zwarte Piet character is being strongly supported by nationalists 

in Netherlands. This outdated tradition, which is also defined 

by United Nations as racism, changes children’s point of view 

in favor of racism. As a result of discussions, some nation-wide 

changes are observed in “Zwarte Piet” character. Along with 

traditional Zwarte Piet, first time this year, there are some other 

Piet characters which are less black or in clown’s typecasting.

The Holly Book Discussion

In December, during Hague Assembly meeting, Leader of 

Freedom Party (PVV) Geert Wilders, demanded for the removing 

of Koran that stands near the Bible on the table of Speaker of 

House of Representatives Anouchka van Miltenburg. After his 

demand that was refused by Speaker Miltenburg, PVV leader 

asked for voting. In the voting the House rejected removing of 

Qor’an by majority. Wilders suggestion on removing of the Qor’an 

from the table of the House of Representatives was in September. 

According to the recent developments, it was announced that 

after the sound system and Speaker’s table are renewed, the 

Qor’an, Bible and all other books will be removed and replaced 

by their e-book versions.
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EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Netherlands attaches strategic importance to education on 

integrating migrants and other minority groups to society. There 

is a strong belief that education encourages contribution to labour 

market, thus serves in favor of social and economic integration 

as well as contributing to social and cultural harmony of Dutch 

society. Cohesion is not only a matter of new-coming migrants 

but also the matter of resident groups. Compatible and qualified 

labour forces are being considered as an asset not only for Dutch 

economy but for Dutch society as well.

Ethnic and Inter Generational Differences in Education

About the final education levels, there are significant 

differences between migrant and minority populations in the 

Netherlands. For Turkish and Moroccan populations, the ratios 

who stayed at elementary level or who never took education are 

35 pecent and 40 percent respectively. It is assumed that this 

group is mostly composed of first generation migrants. Among 

Surinam and Antilles origins, the ratio of this group is not more 

than 15 percent. Among Dutch natives, the ratio of this group is 

about  7 percent. Similarly, for intermediate and high education 

levels, the existence of Turks and Moroccans in intermediate and 

high schools are much less than that of Surinam and Antilles. 

Comparing with Dutch residents, these two groups are represented 

less at these levels. Considering gender in education, Turkish and 

Moroccan women are forming the least educated group (SCP, 

2011:78-79).

Of course, there are significant differences in terms of 

education in comparison between first, second and third 

generations. Beginning with the second generation, a recovery in 

the education ratio of migrants and minorities is observed and 

women also take their share from this recovery. Despite rising 

education levels, it is not possible to say education levels of natives 
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and migrants and minorities have reached to equilibriumyet. 

Further, many researches prove that, in Dutch education system, 

education levels of migrant children are far behind their Dutch 

coevals. Behind these facts, there are several components such 

as low education levels of parents, the inefficient education 

conditions of the country of origin, cultural differences, the low 

education levels in rural areas in comparison with urban areas, 

unable to learn Dutch language and condensing of migrant 

children in some schools and existence of black schools.

Pre-school Education

In Netherlands, educationally disadvantaged children can 

benefit from pre-school education. The purpose of this education 

is to provide a preparation for disadvantaged children before 

school and to find solutions for the problems arising from 

parents, especially to find solutions for their linguistic problems 

(Eurydice, 2009:3).

As a general observation, this can be said: if foreign origin 

students do not attend ECEC (Early Childhood Education and 

Care) programs, at their elementary school age, they are mostly 

facing with linguistic problems in Dutch language. If we are to 

define them as items (SCP, 2011:87-92);

•Although it is also valid for other minorities, it seems 

Turkish children are faced with most difficulties in learning 

languages. Mathematical backwardness is less in comparison 

with language problems.

•At the end of elementary education,  backwardness  of 

non Western migrant children on language and math continue. 

Turkish students are still considered as the worst group in terms 

of language skills. On the other hand, Moroccan students proved 

the fastest progress at language.

•In the end of elementary education, backwardness in math 

seems to be solved in comparison with language problems. 
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Moroccan students are in progress with language while Turkish 

students are in progress in math.

Exams for access to secondary education

Access to secondary education exams (Cito Eindtoets) plays 

an essential role in choosing schools while being transferred from 

elementary schools to secondary schools. Students of foreign 

origin are showing progress in years and they are taking much 

more numbers of advice letters to be accepted to schools that 

prepare them for high schools and universities (havo/vwo). In 

recent years Turkish and Moroccan students have been able to 

get clearly higher scores but they are still far behind their Dutch 

coevals.

According to Cito Language Test which was held in 2013, 

indigent Dutch students represent the most successful groups. 

Western origin students follow this group. They left four major 

migrant group students as well as other migrant children. Test 

results show that Turkish and Moroccan students are less 

successful than other minority groups and native Dutch students. 

The reason that lies behind why Turkish and Moroccan students 

are less successful than Surinam and Antilles origin students is 

that Dutch language is not spoken in their households (Hartgers, 

2012: 67). In all groups, girls’ performance is better than male 

students.

According to results of 2013 Cito Math Test, Turkish students 

are the most successful groups among 4 minority groups. But 

also in this test, native Dutch students and other non-Western 

students are more successful. In math test, for all groups, male 

students perform better results than female students (CBS, 2014).

Dutch authorities compare native Dutch students and 

students with different languages and different cultural rules by 

years and declare each year differences to public. This comparison 

which is not among the equals is not a fair exercise and rather 
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than helping to solve success problems, it brings disappointing 

and  lack  of  confidence  for  these  groups.  Education  experts 

should determine the reasons of problems and bring appropriate 

solutions rather than making comparisons based only on the 

results. In the education report of Dutch Education, Culture and 

Science Ministry for 2008-2012 (Kerncijfers-ocw 2008-2012), 

we can see many examples of such result based comparisons. 

But in recent reports, this mistake was not repeated and more 

objective data including minority groups were served to public. 

(Kerncijfers-ocw 2009-2013).

Educational Backwardness

The phenomenon of educational backwardness is being 

explained in various ways. While Dutch authorities emphasize the 

above - stated family characteristics of migrant students, migrant 

originated researchers and representatives of NGOs rather draw 

the attention on characteristics of Dutch schools. According to 

the representatives of Turkish NGOs, although 62.000 Turkish 

children received education in Dutch primary schools in the year 

2014, due to the multi - lingual and multi - cultural structure of 

schools, implementation of bilingual programs is out of question. 

Thus, migrant children, who are not included into ECEC program 

can neither enhance their native language at the desired level, 

nor learn Dutch at a sufficient level. According to Kutlay Yağmur, 

although it has been ascertained with scientific researches that 

enhancing of the native language positively affects enhancing of 

the second language, for the immigrant students living in Holland, 

effect of learning their native language on the second language is 

being ignored, and with ECEC programs, only teaching Dutch is 

aimed (Yagmur, 2010: 227).

In Dutch education system, successful students in post - 

primary education period are attending to the schools such as 

havo or vwo, which are educating students for higher education, 

and students at medium or low success levels are attending to 
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the vocational schools such as vmbo and mbo. In this respect, 

distribution of the students into different schools indicates their 

success levels. While almost 50 percent of the Dutch students 

are attending to schools such as havo and mavo, at most 30 

percent of the migrant originated students in Holland can attend 

to these schools. Among the migrant originated students, while 

about 30 percent of those students from Surinam and Antilles are 

attending to havo and mavo schools, the ratio of the Turkish and 

Moroccan students attend to these schools is at about 25 percent. 

The remaining great majority tends to attend to vocational schools 

(SCP, 2011: 103 - 104).

The problem in the secondary education is not only limited 

to the disproportional distribution. Foreign originated students 

in secondary education are failing their classes more frequently. 

They further leave the school without obtaining diploma in 

comparison with their Dutch counterparts, and more importantly, 

they are less successful in pregraduation examinations. Although 

a part of these problems in secondary education arise from the 

primary education and backgrounds of the parents, it is impossible 

to explain these problems only with these reasons. Competition at 

schools, institutional discrimination (that is to say, attitudes taken 

by teachers against foreign students unwittingly, and possible 

negative consequences of this) and increasingly aggravated exam 

norms are also playing an important role.

Contrary to expectations, Turkish and other migrant 

originated students attending to vocational schools are insistent in 

attending to higher and advanced level schools. Normally, while 

mbo (secondary vocational education) schools are preparing the 

students to business market, after graduation, students attending 

to these schools prefer attending to advanced vocational schools, 

rather than getting a start in business. While this preference 

indicates their motivation of progress in education on the one 

hand, on the other hand, it shows that they are pushing their own 
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limits. Students pushing their own limits are paying the price for 

this, either by remaining longer in the school life since they fail 

the class, or by leaving the school without getting a diploma.

It is seen that there is a decrease by years in the number of 

students leaving early from secondary vocational schools. For 

instance, while the rate of students leaving early from the school 

was 15 percent in the year 2004, this ratio decreased to 10 percent 

in the year 2009. Students from Morocco, Surinam and Antilles 

are leaving early from the school more than the Turkish students 

to a certain degree (11 - 12 percent). Ratio of Dutch students is 

at the lowest level (6 percent) (SCP, 2011:114). Most apparent 

factors which support leaving early from the school, are failing 

the class and decrease of motivation. But leaving early from 

the school is not only related to school environment. Incitation 

indigenous to consumerist society induces them to get a start in 

life earlier. MBOs of female students’ early leaving rates are lower 

in all the girls migrant groups, in comparison to male students. 

Early leaving rates are also decreasing in the recent years (CBS 

2014).

Representation in higher education

The ratio  of  the second  generation  migrant  children 

attending to higher schools and university has rapidly increased 

in time. While 20 percent of Turkish and Moroccan students 

were attending to higher education in the mid nineties, this rate 

doubled up in the year 2010, and increased to 40 percent. Rate 

of Dutch students increased from 40 percent to 55 percent in the 

same period. Although the gap has been reduced in time, it has not 

been closed yet. In comparison to Turkish and Moroccan students, 

students from Antilles and Surinam are almost competing with 

the Dutch ones (SCP, 2011:117). Factors making this competition 

possible are undoubtedly hidden in their historical relationships 

with Dutch. Although Surinam   gained its independence from
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Holland in early seventies, its official education language has 

remained the same and it is continuing as Dutch. Antilles Islands 

is still affiliated to Holland Kingdom.

Passes to higher education are realized especially aimed at 

higher vocational education. The reason of this must be scrutinized 

in the structure of the secondary education. Especially a great 

majority of Turkish and Moroccan students come from MBO 

schools. In schools such as mavo and vwo, which prepare for 

higher education, the ratio of incoming students remains at about 

40 percent. But in other ethnic minorities and Dutch people, those 

coming from this type of schools constitute the vast majority. As 

vocational high schools, Hbo’s allow for transfer to universities 

which give a scientific and theoretical education. Those who 

couldn’t come from VWO schools enter into universities by this 

way (Kerncijfer 2008-2012).

Gradually increasing flow to higher education brings along 

an exhausting process just like in secondary education. Migrant 

originated students either leave the school or they are obliged 

to endure a long education process. Half or more than half of 

the students graduate in 7 years. This means that, they study 

approximately 3 years more. This phenomenon is partly related to 

what type of secondary school the students come from. Students 

coming from vocational schools are finishing the university 

education late, just the same as they have finished the secondary 

education late (CBS, 2014).

When we make a distinction according to gender, it is seen 

that, female students graduate at earlier ages than male students 

in all groups and education levels. But as it is also seen in the 

graduation ages of male students, Dutch students graduate 1 or 2 

years earlier than the minority groups (CBS, 2014).

As it will also be seen from the presented data, academic 

performance of minority students is generally lower than local
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Dutch students. Besides, academic success levels of all the 

migrant children are not the same. There are striking differences 

between minority groups. The highest difference is between the 

local Dutch students and Turkish and Moroccan students. Other 

non - local students from Surinam and Antilles are sharing a 

mid - level position. Local Dutch children, and children of mixed 

marriages in which one of the parents is Dutch, are showing high 

academic performance (Schriemer, 2002).

Indirect Discrimination in Education

It is clear that, selection and distribution mechanisms in 

secondary education are working against the minority groups in a 

very discriminative way. Data indicate that, Turks and Moroccans 

will be the most illiterate and low - skilled groups of the community 

in the future. It is  clear  that,  individuals  in  these  groups  will 

get a start in business market without any pre - education and 

professional competence. A great majority  of  those  who  have 

the chance of receiving a certain education will accumulate in 

the lowest level occupations and technical working areas in the 

business market (Schriemer, 2004). For example, a vast majority 

of those Turkish students receiving education are choosing office 

and accounting fields. But there is not as much a big employment 

gap in this field in Holland as in the past. Thus, those who select 

these fields  will  graduate, but  have  difficulty in  finding  a job. 

On the other hand, there are not too many Turkish students in 

the field of “green” education in which there is obviously a big 

employment gap, which is named ‘groenonderwijs’.7 This shows 

that, migrant children are not canalized in the correct fields in 

the education system.

Islamic Schools

One of the topics being talked about most in Holland is no 

doubt Islamic schools.  Within  the  framework  of  the  demands 

of increasing Muslim  population  and  educational  freedom, 
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many Islamic schools have been opened. The first Islamic school 

established by Muslims in Holland, is the Gazali primary school, 

which was  established  in  Rotterdam  in  the  year  1987. In 

the following years,  new  Islamic  schools  were  opened,  and 

an apparent increase has been observed in the number of these 

schools. While only 29 schools were Islamic schools out of 8.139 

primary schools throughout Holland in the year 1994, this figure 

increased to 43 in the year 2004, 41 of them being primary schools, 

and 2 of them being high schools. However, these schools have a 

student rate of 0,6 percent throughout Holland (Shadid & Van 

Koningsveld, 2006: 77).

Performance of the students attending to Islamic schools is 

also presenting position at least as questionable as that of the 

students attending to other schools. In the CITO exams that are 

made on primary school final year students throughout Holland 

in order to determine the secondary education that they will 

continue with, and by which the road to university is determined 

at the same time for the student, students attending to Islamic 

schools cannot show a great success. This gives rise to the fact 

that parents do not send their children to Islamic schools. Thus, 

although 5 percent of the country’s population is Muslim, only 

a small portion of Muslim parents send their children to Islamic 

schools. Principal reason for this is the fact that the Muslim 

parents regard the quality in education more important than 

Islamic identity (Nanhek- han, 2002).

Notwithstanding the general failure of the Islamic schools, 

success of the students in some Islamic schools draws the 

attention. The SIPOR Foundation (Stichting Islamitisch Primair 

Onderwijs Rijnmond), which contains within itself four schools 

in Rotterdam and its vicinity, made a great success by obtaining 

550 full grades with its 3 students in the CITO exam made in the 

year 2013. In addition, it also draws the attention that, 2 of the 
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52 schools, which were selected by the government and given 

the medal of “excellente school” (excellent school) in the year 

2013 out of all the primary and secondary education schools, 

were Islamic schools. Islamic schools which were given the 

medal of excellent school, were Gouda Islamic school Al - Qalam 

and Maastricht Islamic school El - Habib. Besides, is is seen that, 

contrary to other Islamic schools, totally 400 students of Breda 

Islamic school affiliated to ISBO, consisting of Surinamese, 

Somalian and Turkish students, have made a success in COTO 

above Holland’s average (Genç, 2012).

“Academic Islam”

Except for the primary and secondary education, teaching 

and learning of Islamic sciences is an important matter in Holland 

in academic meaning, and Islamic University of Rotterdam (IUR) 

was established in the year 1997 in order to meet this requirement. 

The IUR, which conducts its educational activities fully in 

accordance with Holland higher education law, has an accredited 

faculty of theology at the moment. As an Islamic theology 

university, IUR is admitting students to “Islamic Theology” 

undergraduate program, and “Islamic Spiritual Guidance” post 

graduate program. In this way, “spiritual guide” and “imam” 

(‘’Muslim religious leader in a mosque’’) requirements of Muslims 

living in Holland are met. Students graduated from the university 

can easily find jobs in accordance with the agreement between 

the Directorate of Religious Affairs and IUR, and find opportunity 

to take office in the mosques affiliated to the Religious Affairs.

Another higher education institution carrying on business in 

the field of Islamic sciences is the Europe Islam University, which 

was established by the Foundation of Research and Specialization 

in Islamic Sciences in the year 2001 in Rotterdam - Schiedam city 

of Holland together with Turkish, Moroccan, Iraqi and Syrian 

academicians. This university, which contains within itself also 
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the Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Islamic Sciences High School, 

and the Islamic Researches Center where post graduate studies 

are made, is carrying out education with hundreds of students 

and academicians in its Holland and Belgium branch offices. 

Students graduated by completing the undergraduate program of 

this university can take office as an imam in the mosques, and 

they can also take office at hospitals of Ministry of Health, after 

completing their spiritual guidance education.

Along with these institutions established by the Muslims, 

government of Holland also opened Islam Theology departments 

in Vrije University, Inholland University and Leiden University.

Mother Tongue and Culture Lessons

Hosting many Turkish and Moroccan migrants in the country, 

Holland has completely removed Turkish and Arabic native 

language and culture lessons. After Turkish and Arabic native 

language and culture lessons have been completely removed from 

the program, these lessons have been replaced with the lessons of 

West European languages such as English and French, and Holland 

Turkish Education Foundation has endeavored to meet Turkish 

language lesson requirements of Turkish students. The above 

mentioned foundation has arranged Turkish grammar courses 

for students out of school hours in week days, in accordance 

with the syllabus of Ministry of National education, and by 

using the text books communicated to them by the Embassy. The 

foundation, which currently can provide Turkish lessons to 3500 

students in small settlements, where Turks are in minority, had 

some problems due to high rent demands of the schools for their 

classrooms. It is also known that, some religious associations are 

also giving Turkish language courses at the schools or mosques 

in the week days or weekend, and these lessons are given by 

religious officials.
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On the other hand, while Turkish is still an elective lesson 

in secondary education institutions, it is very difficult for the 

students who have not taken the basic of Turkish language course 

until the age of 12, to close this gap with the elective lesson in 

the secondary education. In short, Turkish language education, 

which has a vital importance in the protection of identities of 

Turkish youngsters, and in enhancing their language skilss, has 

become so weak.

The most important development in the Turkish community 

in respect of the education right is the fact that the associations 

and federations which are in the position of representatives of the 

Turkish community filed a lawsuit against Dutch government, 

and requested that native language lessons be restarted at the 

schools. But in November 13th, 2014, Dutch Court rejected this 

request of Turkish community, because there were no binding 

provisions in the international agreements that were asserted in 

the lawsuit.

“Black and White Schools”

“Black schools”, which have come in view as a consequence 

of the fact that the Dutch parents have not sent their children to 

the schools where migrant children are attending, are the schools 

attended mostly by migrant children, and where limited number 

of children are attending, whose native language is Dutch. These 

schools, having a very high rate of migrant student population, 

are regarded as backward in comparison to the schools where 

Dutch students are in majority, and these schools are viewed as 

rebarbative and being defined as “school of dark dudes” by the 

Dutch (Yagmur, 2014).

It was stated that, 10 percent of all the schools throughout 

Holland are in the category of black schools (Stevens et al. 2011: 5). 

In four metropolitan cities, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Utrecht and 

Lahey, the ratio of black schools is around 50 percent (Gijsberts 
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& Herweijer, 2007: 102). In these schools, inconveniences caused 

by socio economic levels of parents and characteristics of the 

localities cause the quality of education to fall behind other 

schools. Teachers employed in these schools, and financial means 

and equipments of the schools are too much disadvantaged against 

the schools called “white schools”. Under current conditions, 

migrant children start the school with serious disadvantages at 

the beginning. Since the existence of these schools, which are 

known as “black” and “white” schools, instigates the ethnic and 

cultural discrimination in education, it is perceived as one of the 

greatest problems of Holland education system.

Notwithstanding these negativities, Holland is handling 

with care the practices in the field of education which can be 

perceived as discrimination, and endeavoring to adopt and put 

into practice the principle of non - discrimination in education. 

Dutch public opinion also feels uncomfortable with the fact that 

migrant originated students have become intense in the schools 

and black schools have come into existence. For this reason, 

in addition to the studies conducted locally for the purpose of 

preventing the black schools, solutions are also being sought 

with the researches carried out academically. But since the 

freedom of selecting the school is a right legally granted to the 

parents, it is not possible for the school administration to reject 

a student applying for registration. For this reason, ensuring that 

the proportion of foreign students comes to equal levels in the 

schools located at the places where ghettoization is intense is one 

of the most difficult things to realize. The best way in overcoming 

this difficulty is that the administrations of the schools, where the 

proportion of foreign students is high, shall give information to 

the foreign parents applying to them for registration on the basis 

that black schools are harmful, and convince them to give their 

child to another school. In addition, Dutch parents are required to 

quit their attitudes of removing their child from the school when 
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the proportion of foreign students in the school increases. Because 

when the Dutch children leave the school, a considerable number 

of students are consisted of foreign children.

2014 Educational activities

During the year 2014, many educational activities concerning 

to Turks were held in Holland. As we mentioned above in detail, 

the most important ones of these are that Turkish students studying 

in Islamic schools got full grades in the CITO test, and 2 Islamic 

schools were given medal of excellence in education. Besides 

that, the decrease in Turkish students’s rate of living the school 

without getting a diploma is a positive progress. Arrangement of 

panels by Turkish NGOs about prevention of living the school 

without getting a diploma, constitution of solution desks, and 

informing of the families are also important progresses.

In the 1st. Education Exhibition held in 17 - 18 May 2014 

in Amsterdam by Talim EC and National Vision, an information 

activity was carried out on integration of the foreigners in Holland 

education system from kindergarten to university, and number 

of participants reached up to 6.000. In the exhibition where the 

targets were decided to be as increasing the success rates of the 

foreign youngsters who couldn’t be successful or who are in need 

of increasing their success in primary, secondary and high school 

life, families, educators and students came together.

Objection to Visa Fees

In July, the lawsuit filed by two Turkish university students 

in order to decrease the high rate of visa fees implemented by 

Holland on the students, was finalized. Oğuz Veli Atasoy and 

Ulaş Can Atılgan, students of TOBB Economy and Technology 

University, won the lawsuit that they filed by finding high the 

600 Euros of visa fee demanded by Holland within the scope of 

Erasmus Program. With the decree given by the Court on May 4th., 

2013, the 600 Euros of visa and residence permit fee demanded 
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for the students to stay in Holland more than 3 months was found 

inconsistent to the Europe Educational Directive, and this fee 

was decreased to 300 Euros for all the students coming to this 

country from all over the world. With its last decree on July 14th, 

2014, the Supreme Court approved the decree of local court, and 

decided on that the visa fee should remain as 300 Euros.

The Debate over Islamic Schools is Ongoing

In July, two adverse  events  occurred  in  respect  of 

Islamic schools. First, some news was brough to agenda that 

administrations of Islamic schools in Amsterdam were abusing 

education funds. Second, some debates  occurred for the Islamic 

Primary Education School planned to be opened in Purmerend 

city of Amsterdam, between inhabitants of the city and local 

administration. Inhabitants of the city were given a visit by 

an institution named Holland Public Association (NVU), and 

they were provoked by them being given brochures bearing 

an inscription of “GEEN ISLAMITISCHE BA- SISSCHOOL IN 

PURMEREND” (No to Islamic Primary Education School in 

Purmerend).

In September, Avicenna College, which is the only Islamic 

Secondary School of Holland was opened. After the problems in 

Ibn Ghaldoun School in 2013-2014 school year, the school was 

forced to go bankruptcy. Aiming to establish a new school, having 

completed the school year for 14 months under the name of De 

Opperd, the administration started to education in the 2013- 

2014 school year with an independent name of Avicenna Islamic 

College. The Islamic secondary school, which drew intense 

interest from the parents in its first year, is deserving the attention 

with its qualified educator staff.

Prejudgment and Discrimination in Text Books

Among the adverse events in September, there is also the 

news about the text book named “Blikopener”, containing some 
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moderating and prejudiced information on Turks, Muslims and 

Islam.

According to a research carried out in November, the gap 

between under educated Dutch and high educated Dutch is 

growing. Taking into consideration the fact that the differences 

between social status and education level affect the success in 

education, we can conclude that, the gap between the children 

of local origined and low - income Turkish families and high 

educated Dutch parents in reaching success in education will 

grow. In order that the future generations can be salvaged, 

endeavors must be commenced already now, for constituting a 

high educaded and equipped Turkish being in Holland, in lieu of 

a Turkish being mostly under educated and unemployed.
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ORGANIZATIONAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

In Holland, organization of minorities, migrants and religious 

groups is taken under constitutional assurance, and in accordance 

with the custom of pillarization (verzuiling), financial support 

by the government to this kind of organizations has continued. 

But, even though the direct support from the government 

ceased with the abandonment of principle of pillarization and 

multiculturalizm policies as of 1990s, freedom of organization 

is still continuing to remain under constitutional assurance. 

Hovewer, some problems are encountered in implementation.

Organization Process of Migrants

Due to the history of migration to Holland, structures and 

types of migrant organizations have changed. In general, we can 

say that the following three phases are gone through. First phase 

is consisted of the syndicate efforts and organizations of the 

employers made under the identity of “guest worker” between 

the years 1960 - 1980. A great number of local ethnic originated 

organizations came in view between the years 1980-2000. Ethnic 

groups such as Turkish and Moroccan minorities established 

their own organizations. Later, these organizations came together 

under the umbrella of territorial umbrella organizations and 

formed broader cooperations. For example, the Consultative 

Committee for Turks in Holland (Inspraak Orgaan Turken, IOT) 

was established in the year 1985 in order to protect the interests 

of Turks. Simultaneously with this type of cultural and ethnic 

organizations, a rapid religious and social organizing has started 

by way of mosque associations. Mosques started to play a role 

not only as a house of prayer, but also as a social and cultural 

platform starting from 1970s when especially family unification 

occurred.
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Dutch government geared up its project of constituting an 

institution to represent all the Muslims, and to be authorized to 

arrange their religious lives, after the September 11 attacks.

Although the impediments encountered in constituting 

a similar type of institution in the previous years also came in 

view this time again, with the insistence of Holland Ministry 

of Internal Affairs, “Contact Agency between Government and 

Muslims” (Contactorgaan Moslims en Overheid, CMO) was 

established in February 2004. Among the tasks of CMO, we can list 

integration of Muslims, education of imams, arrangement of the 

religious - spiritual services offered in hospitals and prisons, and 

constitution of relationships with media. While the government 

is addressing to Muslims by means of this institution on the one 

hand, on the other hand it aims to ensure a consensus among 

Muslims. But this will not be that easy. For as much as Muslims 

and Islamic institutions are in a dissociated and subdivided state 

in terms of ethnic, denominational and religious interpretations. 

Notwithstanding this, CMO, which incorporated within itself 12 

different organizations belonging to different ethnic groups as of 

the year 2014, is representing 84 percent of the mosques in the 

country with 380 mosques. Notwithstanding this success, CMO 

is not an organ, representative enough to talk in the name of all 

the Muslims. Non - Sunni Alevist and Ahmedi organizations have 

not joined the CMO. Holland Federation of Alevist and Bektashi 

Social - Cultural Associations (HAK-DER), which represents the 

Alevists, was established in the year 1990. The Federation, which 

is consisted of 10 member organizations, is being represented by 

IOT together with other Turkish organizations. In short, despite 

the fact that there is currently an institution to represent an 

essential part of Muslims, due to restricted representation power 

and financial resources, its efficiency is restricted.

Demands for Imam Education

While  promoting  organization  of  Muslims  on  the  one 
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hand, Dutch government authorities are presenting their own 

expectations on the other hand. For example, imam education 

is an attempt made by the Dutch authorities for the sake of 

shaping Islamic authority. Here, a two - legged effort is ongoing. 

While on one hand some informative and obligatory seminars on 

constitution, drugs and homosexuality are arranged for the mosque 

imams, on the other hand, government authorities regulate how 

and by whom this education will be given in order to educate 

imams in Holland. At the moment there are many projrects 

started simoultaneously. For Example, National Vision Holland 

(National Vision Nederland, MGN) entered into a collaborative  

study with Free University of Amsterdam. According to MGN, it 

is of vital importance to educate the imams, who will be able to 

lead the way in how the Muslims will be able to live in secularist 

Europe, rather than prayers and education. Another project is the 

Islamic University of Rotterdam, which was established in 1997, 

and offers imam education program. Religious Guidance Master 

degree program of this university was accredited in the year 2010, 

and its Islamic Theology undergraduate program Bachelor degree 

was accredited in the year 2013. Notwithstanding these positive 

developments, it can not be said yet, that Islamic University 

of Rotterdam has officially gained a research university status, 

and for this reason, its finance is provided not by the Dutch 

government, but by private donations and the limited education 

fees that it receives from its approximately 300 students.

Hate Speech Against Mosques

The most common method of organization of Muslims in the 

Netherlands is realized by means of mosques. Hampers from both 

the local public and bureaucracy are ongoing against construction 

of mosques. In addition to this, anti - Muslim and anti - Islamic 

discourses aimed at  the  mosques  are  attracting  the  attention 

of public opinion. For example, Machiel de Graaf, Member of 
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Parliament of the extreme right winger Freedom Party (Partij voor 

de Vrijheid, PVV) offered immediate closing of all the mosques 

during a debate at the parliament in relation to integration. De 

Graaf stated that, a Holland without mosques would be better, 

and added that they wish to cleanse Holland from Islam”.Member 

of Parliament of the Labour Party, who conducted this session, 

announced from twitter that De Graaf hit the bottom with his 

statements. Asscher, Minister of Social Affairs and the Labour 

party reacted to De Graaf’s statements by saying “A condemnable 

and disgraceful situation”. Although reactions from other 

Members of Parliament are promising, anti - mosque discourse of 

PVV negatively affects Muslims and their Islamic organizations, 

mosques being in the first place.

In the year 2014, criticisms made on the mosques have grown 

further, and became widespread embracing the Turkish originated 

Islamic parishes and organizations which opened these mosques. 

But the debate first made was not about the mosques opening by 

Islamic organizations, but it was about the youth dormitories. In 

order for these debates to be understood better, it is suitable to 

give information about the four great Islamic entities with Turkish 

origin, namely Administration of Religious Affairs, National 

Vision, and Süleymanci and Gülen parishes. For as much as, in 

the debates made in the final analysis, the allegations that these 

Islamic entities isolate the Muslims from the community, and 

prevent their integration. On the other hand, when we look closer 

to these movements and organizations, we can see that they are 

established with their own resources in order to meet the social 

and religious needs of migrant Muslims. They have become 

localized by accommodating themselves to changing communal 

realities, and they have accorded the Islamic interpretations to 

European circumstances (Yükleyen 2012).
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Role of the Administration of Religious Affairs 

As an institution sending imams to Europe starting from 

early 1980s with the financial and corporate support from 

Turkish Republic, the Administration of Religious Affairs plays 

an important role in shaping the religious lives of Muslims going 

from Turkey to Europe. The Religious Affairs emphasizes the unity 

and solidarity of all the Turkish Muslims. The Administration of 

Religious Affairs established its first organization in the year 1984 

in Cologne under the name of Religious Affairs Turkish Islam Union 

(Türkische Islamische Union der Anstalt für Religion, DİTİB). 

The  Administration of Religious Affairs has two organizations 

in Holland: Holland Religious Foundation (İslamitische Stichting 

Nederland [ISN]), which administers the mosques of Religious 

Affairs Administration, and which organizes the relations with 

Turkish government, and Turkish Islam Culture Federation 

(Turkse İs- lamitische Cultureel Federatie [TICF]), which focuses 

on problems of Turks living in Holland. ISN, which is the biggest 

Islamic organization in Holland, has 144 mosques in total.The 

Administration of Religious Affairs represents the “official Islam” 

understanding, which grounds on discrimination of religion and 

government affairs and which regards the religion as a spiritual 

and as a moral system reducing down to the private area of the 

individual. Hovewer, the Administration is also continuing its 

efforts for the recognition of Muslim identity in Europe in the 

public domain, receiving financial aid from the state, and official 

representation of Muslims. Religious Affairs Administration also 

played a role in the opening of the Islamic primary schools. While 

Religious

 Affairs Administration is calling out to the mosque community 

to integrate into the Dutch community, it is also promoting them 

to protect their Muslim identities (Yükleyen 2012: 202).
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NGO’s

Every Islamic parish which is active among the Turkish 

Muslims living in Europe has got its own protagonists and 

corporate structure. National Vision is a European - wide active 

Islamic parish, having its headquarters in Germany since 1975 

under the name of Islam Community National Vision (Islamische 

Gemeinschaft National Vision, IGMG). There are two regional 

National Vision organizations in Holland. One of them is Holland 

Islam Federation (Nederlandse Islamitis- che Federatie, NIF), and 

the other is National Vision Holland (National Vision Nederland, 

MGN). While the agenda of National Vision was engaged with 

Turkish politics in the first years of its establishment, recognition 

of Muslim identity in Europe public domain has taken the priority 

in time. Within the National Vision move, which  received many 

criticisms that it is not transparent, there are many developments 

to disprove these allegations. For example, between the years 

1999 - 2006, MGN developed a “reformist” Islamic discourse. 

Through the mosques of organization which do not tend towards 

becoming partisan like in the National Vision move in Turkey, it 

is carrying out religious, educational and social activities aimed 

at rather Turkish Muslim migrants. Especially according to 

Hacı Karacaer, who was the spokesman of MGN in that period, 

National Vision ceased to be an Islamist organization in desire of 

changing the government (Yükleyen 2010). Karacaer, who took 

upon himself to not isolate homosexuals, had also criticized the 

Taliban regime that demolished Budha sculptures, and called 

out to the conservative fractions within the National Vision staff 

to be “Dutch Muslims”. MGN, which made collaboration with 

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour,  advised equality of women 

and men, on its Friday sermons given at its affiliated mosques.17 

With these efforts, MGN, managed to get its name erased from 

Holland intelligence reports (AİVD) as of the year 1999. MGN, 
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which changed this style after 2006, is carrying out its activities 

close to the style of NIF, which is its sister organization.

Although the new administration protests the change and 

expansion policy that the organization followed between the 

years 1999 - 2006, National Vision movement always revealed 

that it had a structure sensitive to European community and the 

priorities of Muslims. Although NIF is standing at a distance from 

this expansion experience, it regards participation and integration 

of Muslims into the Dutch community as one of the basic aims 

of National Vision movements. Especially in promoting the 

local political contribution, administrators of National Vision 

movement play a very active role (Yükleyen 2010).

The Gülen parish, which departed from traditional Nur 

movement under the leadership of Fethullah Gülen, is carrying on 

its activities in Holland starting from early 1980s (Landman 1992: 

138). While it was organized in those days around an association 

named Akyazılı Rotterdam Turkish - Islamic Social and Culture 

Foundation (Turks-Islamische Sociale en Culturele Stichting 

Akyazılı Rotterdam), the Gülen parish expanded its working area 

by being organized in interfaith dialogue, media and business 

world, rather than opening mosques (Van Bruinessen 2010). The 

Gülen parish, which has got educational institutions such as 

student dormitories, schools and study centers, has been giving 

guidance in academic support, carrier and spiritual fields for 

the Muslim Turkishs youngsters attending to Dutch government 

schools. Today, Platform INS is being regarded as an institution of 

Gülen parish, which is leading in Holland and which is carrying 

out the function of spokesmanship (Sunier and Landman, 2014: 

83). Platform INS started in the year 1998, with the efforts of an 

institution named “Islam en Dialoog” to unite together the other 

fractions of the Muslim community. These activities, which have 

been carried out since the year 2012 under the name of INS by 
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a change of name, are also contributing to the cultural aspect of 

integration (Sunier 2014).

The Suleymanci community is a branch of the Naqshbandi 

Sufi Cult following the footsteps of Suleyman Hilmi Tunahan 

(1888-1959). Their co-religionists in the early 1970s served as 

imams in mosques to Turkish migrant workers in Europe. As 

European centers in 1973, they founded the Islamic Cultural 

Center in Cologne (Islamische Kulturzentrum, ICT), and changed 

their name to Islamic Cultural Centres Association (Verband der 

islamischen Kulturzent- reindeer, VIKZ) in 1980. In the mosques 

of Suleymanci community, the youngsters are taught to read the 

Qur’an in Arabic that  is of great importance while social activities 

are also held. For example, they organize big cultural fairs under 

the name of Multifestijn brand (Sunier and Landman 2014: 59).

Today, there are 48 mosques and 15 foundations connected 

to SICN, which perform social activities (Sunier and Landman 

2014: 55). This organization represents CMO and IOT. Moreover, 

in 2010, Euro İlim Instituut was founded in order to educate their 

own imams because of the closure of Islamic theology program at 

the Hogeschool INHolland. At this institute, it is aimed to perform 

the studies related to dialogue between cultures and religions as 

well as theological training.

Ekmel Dormitory in Amsterdam, which supports this attitude 

of SICN, was increasingly exposed to public pressure, which 

interrupted the religious organization of Muslims freely. Based on 

the lack of fire precautions and educational environment in some 

of the dormitories depending on the first reports, it was claimed 

that these dormitories should be controlled. It was presented 

that private dormitories were not included in the purview of 

the Education Inspectorship. This discussion led to demand 

that similar dormitories should be  controlled.  Furthermore, 

the discussion stemmed from the technical deficiencies of the 
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building and it turned into the allegation that the training here 

caused “parallel society.”

“Parallel Society” Claims

As of February date, Lodewijk Asscher, Social Affairs and 

Labour Minister brought up the matter to the parliament, writing 

an article named “parallel society investigation”. Asscher, in 

his article, argued that Turkish religious groups and some 

foundations and associations “influence the Turkish people 

in the Netherlands under the influence of Ankara, meaning 

theTurkish  Government,” which “had negative impact on the 

adaptation of immigrants from Turkey”. Asscher requested that 

an investigation to be started on “Religious Foundation of the 

Netherlands, National Vision Organization, that the Fethullah 

Gulen group and Suleymanci’swere to be monitored for 5 years.

Minister Asscher also included legal sanctions after 

presenting the draft about the supervision dormitories.

Mosque dormitories are not included in Training Inspectorate 

and Youth Services Office because they do not receive financial 

support. The Minister requests that the rules effective in 

dormitories receiving financial support should cover all the 

dormitories across the country. Accordingly, supervision of the 

dormitories shall be conducted by municipalities as of July 1 of 

2015. However, the matter went beyond  technical and became 

a political issue to ensure the integration, which is clear from 

the following words of the Minister: “It is important for their 

adaptation that children participate actively in Dutch society. 

Children being raised in an environment with no bonds with 

society should be prevented.

 For this purpose, we need to know what is going on in the 

dormitories”.

To realize this aim, two experts in the field of Social 
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Affairs and Labour were asked to write a report on dormitories. 

Ministry asked the investigators to search for the answer to this 

question in the report: What do we know about the Turkish 

Islamic movements and organizations in the Netherlands and 

their influence on Turkish people’s integration into the Dutch 

society? Researchers published a report titled “Turkish Islam: 

Refreshing information on Turkish religious Movements and 

Organizations” in June, 2014 (Sunier and Landman 2014). This 

report provides information about four Islamic organizations 

and finally recommends that authorities should have a closer 

dialogue with these movements and organization because they 

are part of the society, and that they collaborate in solving the 

problems (Sunier and Landman, 2014: 93). However, despite this 

positive academic assessment, the report caused the reaction of 

the Turkish public opinion because politicians used the report as 

an instrument of pressure on Turkish organizations, with their 

selective interpretations, “parallel society” allegations.

Objection by the Authors to the Misinterpretation of the 

Report

More importantly, first objection was made by the authors 

of the report to the minister Asscher, whose claims, based on 

the aforementioned report, that Turkish Islamic movements 

and organizations were not clear enough. Sunier and Landman, 

who  gave  interview  to  Radio  1  and  published  an  article 

in the NRC Handelsblad newspaper, said that their report was 

misinterpreted. Authors pointed out, in the report titled “Asscher 

misinterpreted our report on Turks,” the fact that the approach 

that holds Islamic organizations responsible for the integration of 

Muslims is problematic in terms of secular state principle.

If the results of the  discussions  of  2014  are  evaluated, 

the following can  be  concluded:  Political  and  media  circles 

in the Netherlands do not prefer to label Islamic movements 
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and organizations instead of building relationships with and 

understand them due to their skeptical attitude towards them. 

For this purpose, they depend on some negative examples and act 

selectively on existing information. Even though the reports of 

Dutch academics provide comprehensive and justification-based 

analysis on organizations and their activities, politics and media 

are focused on subjects that may cause polemics and sensation 

instead of seeing the whole picture, because of their vulgarizing 

and one-sided view. The activities of the dormitories that provide 

educational support for students by their own means were not 

only ignored but Turkish Muslims were also oppressed through 

them.
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RELIGIOUS RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

The Netherlands is a country known for maximum freedom 

among member states of the European Union. Holland’s tolerant 

approach to religious groups is called pillarization (verzuiling) 

system that was reached as a result of the agreement between 

religious and ideological groups at the beginning of the 20th 

century, and that is considered as part of the constitution (Lijphart 

1968). According to this socio-political organization, state 

recognizes religious and ideological groups and gives support to 

them equally. These groups are historically Catholics, Protestants, 

Liberals and Socialists. Each religious-ideological group has its 

own health, education, media and political institutions and the 

government is obliged to support them financially. This system 

reduced the conflicts between religious and ideological groups 

and gave rise to an ethos, which provides that disputes should be 

resolved by compromise.

Minority Policies and Religion

The historical institutionalization of religion-state relations 

revived with the debate on the integration of immigrants after the 

1980s. Immigration policies of European states have particularly 

been decisive in defining the role of Islam in the public sphere. 

Even though Netherlands’ Ministry of Internal Affairs did not 

acknowledge that it officially is an “immigration country” yet, 

it began to develop policies towards immigrants since 1980 

(Ministerie van Binnenlands Zaken 1980). In these preliminary 

policies, immigrants were discussed as “ethnic” groups; and it 

was aimed to ensure their economical and social participation 

in the Dutch society by strengthening their group identity. 

Islam, which is the common religion of Moroccan and Turkish 

immigrants, who make up eighty percent of the immigrants, 

was indirectly recognized by the State. For example, the first 

Muslim cemetery was opened in Rotterdam in 1975. In that 
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same year, the first mosque was built in the city of Almelo with 

dome and minarets receiving financial support from the State. In 

1977, the Islamic method of slaughter was enacted. In 1986, the 

Islamic Broadcasting Foundation, which is the first institution to 

broadcast on Islamic themes, was founded with the support of the 

Dutch State.

This kind of multicultural immigration policies is a natural 

consequence of the pillarization (verzuiling) (Waar- Denburg, 

1988: 24).

Developments after September 11 and Islamophobia

Multiculturalism policies, which have been questioned 

since 1990s, were shaken by events that developed after 2000s. 

Especially mosques and Islamic schools were set on fire upon the 

events of September 11, unhindered rise of extreme right-wing 

politician Pim Fortuyn, anti-Islamic discourses of politicians 

such as Somali-born Ayaan Hirsi Ali, and the growing violence 

upon the killing of filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in 2004. Theo Van 

Gogh’s film criticizing the injustices done to women by Islam in 

a provocative manner and the film being broadcasted on Dutch 

national television were perceived as an insult to their religion by 

Muslims. But the events grew as never before upon the killing of 

Van Gogh by Mohammed Bouyeri, the 26-year-old Dutch citizen 

of Moroccan origin, on 2 November 2004. Bouyeri stated that he 

killed Van Gogh because of the insult to Islam and he stabbed Van 

Gogh in the chest with a knife. Bouyeri, who was arrested at the 

scene, was sentenced to life imprisonment. Van Gogh’s murder 

was called as Netherlands’ September 11. The extreme right- 

wing populist, anti-Muslim Geert Wilders’ Freedom Party (PVV) 

started to rise in this political environment.

Many mosques and Islamic schools were set on fire following 

the murder of Van Gogh; however, no one was killed or injured. 

Officials, who started new policies for Muslims, conducted such 
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applications as compulsory education of imams, placing cameras 

in mosques, creation of a body representing Muslims, deportation 

of “radical” imams. In particular, the Christian Democrat Party 

that forms the government continued such policies decisively. 

Even though the effect of this tense political environment 

continued for a while, it could not be expected that the restriction 

of religious freedoms guaranteed in the constitution would 

continue a long time. Indeed, political leaders, including Prime 

Minister Balkenende, requested that people should be discreet, 

reminding that Muslims involved in the violence, and peaceful 

Muslims constituting the majority should not be mixed. However, 

the Dutch authorities have always been complaining about the 

sparse sound of peaceful Muslims.

Limited Support for Freedom of Religion

Mosque associations established by Muslims themselves, 

rather than the States, have played an important role in meeting 

the needs of growing Muslim population. Muslims, who at first 

worshipped at large spaces such as hotels, factories and mosques, 

have begun to build mosques over time. At first, though partially, 

Muslims received financial support from the Dutch authorities to 

build a mosque in the scope of the Church Construction Act (Wet 

Premia Kerkenbouw),. With this support effective between the 

years 1962-1982, 112 million florins (approximately 50 million 

Euros) were received by almost only Christian communities 

(Rath et al. 2001: 43). In 1982, this act was annulled to give a 

final shape to the state-church seperation. However, just before 

the annulling of the act, Muslims received support of 57.650 

Florin for the mosque built in Almelo (Rath et al., 2001: 45). State 

support, which was very limited as compared with the assistance 

made to the church is very limited, had been enhanced through 

other laws. Official investigation report prepared by the Working 

Group Waardenburg in this process proposed that financial aid 
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for places of worship for Muslims should be made in order to 

integrate migrants into the Dutch society, while preserving their 

own culture (Werkgroep-Wardenburg, 1983). Thus, it would be 

possible to develop a “Dutch Islam” adapted to the settled society, 

by moving Muslims away from their country of origin. However, 

the secular (non-confessional) parties that took advantage of 

the balance of power in parliament did not implement the 

recommendations of this report for their emphasis on the 

establishment of the principle of separation of religion and State. 

In subsequent reports, however, it was suggested that mosques 

should be supported at least once, because it was intented to 

provide equality between religious groups, by supporting mosques 

in a similar way the churches were supported (Commissa-Hirsch 

Ballin, 1988: 11/52). Although this support at national level was 

not widespread, local authorities have provided financial support 

for educational and social activities of the mosque associations 

from time to time. According to the census conducted in 2000, 

it was determined that Turks, one of the largest Muslim ethnic 

groups, had 206 mosques, Moroccans 92, and Surinams 6 (Van 

Heelsum et al., 2004: 3).

Religion-Based Discrimination and Anti-Islamism

With the Dutch royal decree in January 2014, Social and 

Cultural Plan Bureau published a study titled “Experienced 

discrimination in the Netherlands” (Ervaren discriminatie in 

Nederland). Accordingly, two out of three Muslims stated that 

they suffered discrimination at least once in the past year. The 

discriminations made are often shouting, swearing, spitting and 

non-equal treatment (SCP 2014: 77).

In parallel with this increasingly widespread discrimination 

against Muslims in the community, it is necessary to underline 

the spread of anti-Islam and anti-Muslim discourses in the 

political arena. The personality, who formed the discourse and 
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made it an issue in the media, is Geert Widers, the head of the 

Freedom Party. According to Wilders, “If Muslims want to stay in 

the Netherlands, they should tear up half the Qur’an”, because 

it contains “horrible things”, and “if Muhammad (Peace be upon 

Him) were alive today, he would be considered a terrorist”. “The 

Qur’an should be banned as Hitler’s Mein Kampf.” In 2009, 

Wilders submitted a law proposal for the receipt of additional tax 

from Muslim women who veil.

Wilders made other  anti-Islamic  discourses  in  addition 

to others in March 2014 and used phrases including ethnic 

discrimination. At a party meeting in the Hague, he asked his 

followers “Do you want more or fewer Moroccans?” When the 

crowd answered “fewer,” he said “we will do it” The spread 

of these images on social media started a great debate. Having 

succeeded in dropping the case by saying “I do not hate Muslims, 

I hate Islam, based on the freedom of expression principle, 

Wilders this time was sued on charges of alleged discrimination 

targeting a group of people. Those who wanted to apply for 

complaint for the discriminatory expression of Wilders formed 

a long queue in front of police stations. However, at the next 

party meeting, Wilders stated that he referred to “the Moroccan 

perpetrators of crime” but not all of the Morrocans. Not satisfied 

with that, Wilders brought up the mosque debate and criticized 

the increasing number of mosques by claiming that “they grow 

everywhere.”

A positive development in discrimination suffered by 

Muslims was that Lodewjik Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs 

and Employment, drew attention to the discrimination against 

Muslims and called everybody to fight against it. The Minister 

drew attention especially to the discrimination against Muslims 

in the labour market: The statement “There is discrimination in 

employment. The supposition that Jan’s chance to find job in 
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the Netherlands is more likely than Muhammad’s” was based on 

statistics by the Minister. He also stated that everyone should be 

aware towards this issue and underlined that discrimination was 

unacceptable.

Wilders’ Islam and anti-Muslim campaign sometimes leaves 

the Netherlands in a difficult situation in the international arena. 

Wilders launched an anti-Islam and anti-Muslim campaign by 

making a sticker similar to the flag of Saudi Arabia, and hung that 

flag in his office in parliament. But, VNO-NCW, the Netherlands 

Association of Industrialists and Businessmen, declared that they 

condemned the anti-Islamic campaign stickers after the reaction of 

Saudi Arabia on some Saudi newspapers. Besides, Timmermans, 

Foreign Affairs Minister of the Netherlands, announced that 

he would go to Saudi Arabia in order to negotiate on Wilder’s 

campaign because Saudi companies said that they did not want 

to do business with the Netherlands. He went to Saudi Arabia 

to improve the situation and stated that he didn’t share Wilder’s 

opinions.

Discrimination and Documenting Islamophobia

Despite the positive steps taken by such politicians, 

discrimination and hatred attacks against Muslims on the social 

level because of their religious identities have been continuing. 

Despite the problems in reporting incidents of discrimination, 

the available data gives an idea. In particular, after the acts of 

global terrorism causing tension in society events such as the 

murder of Theo Van Gogh in 2004, the number of attacks against 

Muslims increased. For example, over the  next  three  and  a 

half months since the 11 September 2001, 80 terrorist attacks 

targeting Muslims took place. 53 of these were classified as 

hostile behaviour such as swearing, insulting, and spitting while 

9 were recorded as arson attacks, 5 assaults containing violence, 

5 vandalism. Lastly, according to the information in relation the 
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year 2013 by European Security Cooperation (OSCE) submitted 

by Turkish Forum to the Democratic Institutions and Human 

Rights Office, discriminatory incidents such as 2 arson attacks, 4 

damage causing incidents, 2 graffiti incidents and 1 putting pig 

head on the wall of mosque with the aim of disrespect for place 

of worship had taken place.

Although it is known that attacks of this kind take place every 

year, they can not be compiled and reported regularly. It was 

reported that Kuba Mosque connected to Netherlands Religious 

Foundation (HDV) in Ijmuiden was attempted to be attacked in 

June 2014.28 One person from the management staff was slightly 

injured in the brawl between the people in the Mosque and the 

attackers. Police detained four people in relation to the incident. 

In December 2014, it was reported that some window glasses got 

broken as a result of throwing ignited fireworks from the windows 

of Selimiye Mosque belonging to the Netherlands Religious 

Foundation (HDV) in the city of Enschede. In both cases, mosque 

officials reported that similar attacks took place in the mosque 

yearly, but they did not notify the police on each incident.

The most comprehensive study of the last period was 

published by the IMES center of Amsterdam University. According 

to this study, almost half of the mosques in 2013 suffered from 

a form of discrimination. Based on the surveys in this study 

conducted during 2013-2014, a total of 55 discriminatory attacks 

were realized on 39 separate mosques. 13 of these attacks are 

breaking of mosque glasses, 12 writing graffitis, and 12, 6 putting 

pig heads, 10 arson, 7 threatening e-mail or letter and 3 treating 

aggressively mosque visitors or managers.29 According to the 

study of Verwey-Jonker Institute based on police records, 1025 

of 3.614 applications on discrimination made to the  police 

were with reference to “non-Western immigrants” and 117 with 

reference to the discrimination suffered by Muslims.30 However, 
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none of the 88 examples that led to opening sue was categorized 

as “discrimination against Muslims”.

The deputy of Moroccan origin, Ahmed Marcouch, who is 

responsible for the integration policy of The Dutch Labour Party 

(PvdA), drew attention to this issue and stated that two-thirds 

of all mosques in the Netherlands were the target of attacks at 

least once. “When the mosque administrators filed a criminal 

complaint, they were reported as vandalism or crime in police 

records whereas it is most of the time discrimination-rooted 

violence” he said.

Freedom Party (PVV) in the leadership of Wilders is 

continuing to lead the discrimination against Muslims through 

anti mosque in the political arena. Speaking during a meeting 

with the  House of Representatives regarding the integration, 

Machiel de Graaf, deputy of PVV, stated that Holland would be 

better off without mosque, and he continued to say “We would 

like to purify Netherlands from Islam.”

Having spoken at the meeting, Lodewijk Asscher, Deputy 

Prime Minister, said that PVV exceeded the limits once again 

and the words expressed were shameful. Having reminded that 

the Constitution prohibits discrimination, Asscher stated that 

discourse claiming that Muslims do not hold the same rights with 

Dutch people and that it is necessary for those who are devoted 

to Islam to leave the country do not comply with the essence of 

the Constitution.

Headscarf Issue

Headscarf, which is another most significant visual 

expressions of Muslim identity after Mosques, also led to 

discriminatory social and institutional practices and social and 

debates. However, it is not possible to see the headscarf debate 

in France as much as in the Netherlands. Nevertheless, similar 



89

discussions had come to the fore after headscarf was banned by 

local Education Manager in Alphen aan den Rijn in 1985. The 

debate grew after an expert questioned whether there are any 

clear verses in the Qur’an about the headscarf (Brugman, 1991: 

70-71). In the debates in Parliament, Deetman, the Education 

Minister, of Christian Democratic Party, said “the ban on students 

wearing the headscarf is incompatible with our modern society”. 

The ban was withdrawn upon the protests by Muslims. Despite 

the official and public support, there have sometimes been events 

related to headscarves in schools and workplaces; however, high 

administrative and judicial authorities made decisions in favor of 

those wearing the headscarf by taking into account the freedom 

of religion.

Even though multiculturalism policies in the Netherlands 

was largely abandoned  over  the  last  twenty  years  , pillarization 

system which is historically institutionalized and enshrined in 

the constitution provides various opportunities for Muslims. 

Dutch State, in spite of the church-state separation principle,  

attempted  to  interfere  in the religious lives of Muslims by 

cumpolsory imam training, deportation of imams when necessary, 

and gathering all Islamic institution under one roof institution, 

especially after the 11 September events and the killing of film-

maker Theo Van Gogh. Despite the tight integration policies, it is 

still possible to find the most libertarian practices in this country; 

however, Muslims and especially women wearing headscarves 

suffer from discrimination in everyday life.
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B- MINORITIES AND ISLAM IN 
THE MEDIA
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Immigrants and minorities are an important material for 

the news media in the Netherlands. News related to this group 

reflects the image of Dutch media, politics and society on migrants 

and minorities, while these issues are of a material nature for 

media, which can be speculated about. Netherlands started the 

2000s with the criticisms by media on “multicultural society” 

model. Multiculturalism is defined as a policy that prevents the 

integration of minorities because it increases “cultural diversity 

and social distance”. Subsequently, the leader of the Christian 

Democratic Party, Balkanende, in January 2002, put forward “The 

Netherlands is not a multicultural society; ‘multi-cultural drama’ 

undermine the essential Dutch culture by making it relative”and 

began the debate of “norms and values” which left its mark on at 

least ten years.

“Potential Suspect”

Muslims, declared “potential suspect” especially by the 

media (Bekaroğlu, 2009: 25-29), are being subjected to a “loyalty 

test” at various levels and realms. Produced by extreme right-wing 

politics, and spread by the media, It is aimed by this attitude that 

Muslims apologize and argue, which has also easily been adopted 

by certain segments of society. The most dangerous development 

is that extreme right-wing discourses are used by center parties in 

order to avoid that extremists take the lead. It is obvious that, in 

2000s, the prejudice against minorities, immigrants and Muslims 

in the Netherlands increased, Islam was perceived as a “cultural 

threat” (Gonzalez, 2008), extreme right-wing discourses and 

policies became prevalent. On the other hand, there are efforts 

for gaining knowledge on Islam and empathizing with Muslims, 

in reaction to this hardening and introversion.

Terminology of Printed Media

It will be enough to research some concepts in archives 

of some leading newspapers in order to obtain an idea to what 
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extent immigrants and minorities appeared in the media in 2014. 

NRC Handelsblad, which we scanned as part of our research, is a 

liberal newspaper. Even if it has never become one of the biggest 

newspapers, it is an influential newspaper that adresses to a highly 

educated audience. It is recognized as a quality newspaper in the 

fields of economy, culture and politics in particular. Although 

basically a Catholic and leftist newspaper, De Volkskrant has 

showed a trend toward the right-wing in recent years. While it 

was the second largest newspaper in the nineties, it has dropped 

to third place in recent years. Nederlands Dagblad an orthodox 

Protestant identity, and adresses to different Protestant circles. 

Total printing exceeds 20 thousand. It is relatively small and its 

sphere of influence is limited in comparison to the previous two 

newspapers.

Islam and mosques

In three national newspapers from different segments in 

2014, “Islam” was the issue which was most in the news. An 

important part of the news in this regard is related to” Mosques”.

This is actually not at all surprising because Islam, Muslims 

and mosques have become an important discussion material for 

Western Media since September 11th. While on the one hand, 

Table 6. The freqquency of news in national newspapers by title (2014)

NRC Handelsblad De Volkskrant
Nederlands 
Dagblad

ISLAM 587 601 518

MOSQUE 293 237 186

ISLAMOPHOBIA 12 18 13

INTEGRATION 426 275 184

IMMIGRANTS 380 259 235

IMMIGRATION 304 231 156

FOREIGNERS 166 214 56

TURKS 287 1241 137
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Islam and Muslims were identified with terrorism and aggression, 

on the other hand, Muslims and mosques were subjected to attacks 

of racist and Islamophobic circles in the Western world. Despite 

the occurrence of many Islamophobic events in the Netherlands 

in 2014, national newspapers gave little publicity to this topic.

Integration and Immigrants

Netherland’s  longest  and  most   popular   discussion 

topic, “INTEGRATION” theme, ranked second in national 

newspapers after Islam. This issue, in 2014, maintained its 

controversial position and  actuality  as  always  controversial. 

In general, “IMMIGRANTS”  theme  is  discussed  frequently 

in national newspapers and in the context of different topics. 

NRC Handelsblad newspaper gave wide publicity to this issue 

while other newspapers also gave publicity to the issue in equal 

proportions. In 2014, “IMMIGRATION” theme held an important 

place in two national newspapers (NRC Handelsblad and De 

Volkskrant), Nederlands Dagblad given less publicity to this issue. 

In 2014, the phenomenon of immigration was discussed in terms 

of refugees. Immigration, which results from family reunification 

and formation, was realized far below expectations in 2014.

Still Foreign and Immigrant

The concept that is named “allochtoon” in the Netherlands 

and means “ALIENS”  was used  less often compared  to the 

concept of immigrant and less often on the news. This indicates 

a change in jargon. Even though “Allochtoon” is preferred by the 

official circles, the concept of immigrant is used more often by 

the media and in everyday language. Yet both concepts make 

no sense in terms of immigration history and the current stage 

because these concepts that are used more frequently for the 

first generation make the new reality obscure. Immigrants in the 

Netherlands have long adapted a sedentary life and most of them 

acquired Dutch Citizenship. The children of immigrants are not 
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recognized as immigrants and foreigners because they were born 

and raised in the Netherlands. De Volkskrant was the newspaper 

that gave publicity to “TURKS” among foreigners. While other 

newspapers reported Turks at news between 100 and 300 times, 

De Volkskrant reported Turks as news 1.241 times.

Image in the Media: Jihadists and ISIS

To evaluate the representation and image of immigrants and 

minorities living in the Netherlands and the image over the events 

of 2014, the Syrian crisis and its effects, which came to the fore at 

the first months of the year and which were effective throughout 

the year, played an important role in image formation. This issue 

was discussed with regard to both Syrian refugees who came to 

the Netherlands and also Syria “jihadists” who went to Syria. In 

a report in January, about 10 Dutch citizens, who went for jihad 

in Syria, died. In February, it was reported that the passports 

of 10 people, who were preparing to go for Jihad to Syria, were 

canceled.

After a short silence about the Dutch jihadists who went to 

Syria, Dutch media reported, again in July, that 14 Dutch citizens, 

who went to war to Syria, died in the last two years. In the same 

month, the municipality decided to meet with the mosque to 

prevent young people going to Syria. In August, the Cabinet, 

taking the issue of Muslim youth’s radicalization into its agenda 

announced that Jihadists’ passports would be confiscated. Under 

the government’s radicalization measures, it was also reported 

that some imams would not be granted visa to Netherlands. 

Meanwhile, the Dutch police in the Hague had organized 4 

different operations into houses in which Turkish people that 

had connections to the groups in Syria and Iraq were allegedly 

living.

Measures taken by governments and official bodies were not 

only limited to the aforementioned aspects. A twitter message 
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written by a civil servant regarding ISIS resulted in his expulsion 

from his party and employment. A Moroccan civil servant 

claimed in his message that ISIS is a “Zionist conspiracy” and 

argued that it was just a bad propaganda of Islam. This message 

was evaluated as an anti-Israel comment and relevant bodies 

took action immediately and punished the officer. The officer 

defended herself as stating her opinion within the framework of 

“freedom of expression”, and stated that it took its toll.

In September, the Dutch newspapers continued to make ISIS- 

based news and reported that “jihadist movement” concentrated 

in three areas in the Netherlands. This month, the government 

continued to take measures against the radicalization of young 

people, and they were also supported by the opposing party. 

However, a study conducted by the  Netherlands  Security 

and Ministry of Justice revealed that Turkish youth was not 

radicalized. Nevertheless, the ISIS debates have continued over 

Turkish youth. First, it was reported that radicalization increased 

in the city of Rotterdam. A study commissioned by the Forum in 

November caused great public debate. According to the survey 

the majority of the Turkish youth were characterized as ISIS 

sympathizers.

The declaration, made by government that Turkish religious 

organizations would be detained because of Turkish youth’s 

radicalization and the fact that they prevent the integration, 

caused the tension to reach to peak. At this point, the Labour 

Party counterpart, a colleague of two Turkish deputies criticized 

the Minister Asscher, which caused them to be expelled from the 

party, which consequently led to a political crisis. Expelled from 

the party, Tunahan Kuzu and Selcuk Ozturk announced that they 

would continue independently in their own way by setting up 

their own group in the Dutch parliament.

Throughout the year, Dutch media, with the news on Syria 

crisis, Syrian refugees and the radicalization of Muslim youth, 
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emphasized that Muslims are violence supporters and radicals 

and the Netherlands opened its doors to the Syrian refugees and 

people made charity campaigns so as to fulfill their humanitarian 

mission. Obviously Dutch press, with those news, made a 

comparison between the “humanist Netherlands” image and the 

“radicalist Muslims”.

Anti-Islamism

In 2014, the other event that was effective throughout the 

year that affected the image of Muslims, were the polemics against 

Islam and Muslims, made by far-right party PVV. The statement 

“Less Morroccans” made by the extreme right leader Wilders, not 

only caused a major controversy in the public and political arena, 

but it also led long queues in front of police stations by people 

wishing to file a complaint for his discriminatory remarks.

PVV’s statement that “they grow everywhere” led to a new 

debate by referring to the mosques in March. In May, Wilders 

made a sticker in the format of Saudi Arabian flag, aiming an 

anti-Islamist message and hung it on the door of his room in 

the Parliament. Not satisfied with this action, Wilders begun 

distributing controversial anti-Islamist stickers using the 

parliamentary envelope and turned it into a campaign. This 

activity led to tension between Saudi Arabia and the Netherlands.

In the times that there was the news that Turkish youth were 

radicalized in the Netherlands and some Dutch Muslims went to 

Syria, and there were discussions about these news, in November, 

the far-right party PVV made a statement: “All mosques in the 

Netherlands should be closed”. De Graaf, the deputy of PVV, made 

a statement: “We want to purify Netherlands from Islam,” thereby 

fueling Islamophobia. Asscher, the Minister responsible for the 

integration of minorities, reacted to the proposal made by Wilders 

about shutting down the mosques, deeming it “unacceptable,” 

and he had a meeting with representatives of religious groups in 

order to reduce tensions in the Dutch society. 
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The issue of removal of the Qor’ran and the Bible from the 

desk of Anouchka van Miltenburg, the President of the Assembly 

at the House of Representatives constituting the lower wing of 

the Dutch Parliament, as anti-Islamic Geert Wilders constantly 

argued against, was put on the agenda in the last month of the 

year. Plan to renew the sound system was shown as the reason 

for removal of the Bible and the other books in addition to the 

Qor’ran on the desk of Van Miltenburg, President of the Assembly. 

The fact that this was realized upon the request of the extreme 

right wing leader was interpreted as credence attributed to 

racism. Within the last month of the year indeed, the extreme 

rightist leader Wilders testified in court, and said that he stands 

by his statement that he wants “less Moroccans”, set the agenda 

within the first months of the year, and Wilders succeeded to hit 

the headlines within the last month of the year as well.

Image of Turk: Introverted and ISIS Sympathizer

News concerning the Turks covered by the Dutch press 

in 2014 indicated that Turks are rather an introverted society, 

mosques orient the young people towards radical thoughts and 

a hostile perception of the foreign society was created. Turkish 

young people who are ISIS sympathizers were shown as a group 

that is dangerous and needs to be watched out, although they 

are not as radical as the Arabic young people that went to Syria 

for jihad. Behind the curtains, on the other hand, religious 

communities were shown as the sink of these young people, and 

were announced as the actual responsible party as they promoted 

radicalization and prevented integration. While the government’s 

perception operation against Turkish young people and their 

religious organizations, a serious criticism did not came from the 

Dutch press, rather it fuelled up these incidents.

Having written an article titled “Turks on Their Own” in the 

newspaper NRC Handelsblad, Sheila Kamerman emphasized 

that Turks founded several associations and foundations and 
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every Turk is a member of these associations and foundations, 

and claimed that Turkish families watch television channels. 

Having Quoted some data of Dutch Statistics Institution, the 

writer stated that the Turkish people usually prefer friends 

from their own group and that they feel Turkish, rather than 

Dutch.3 News on Muslim young people’s going to Syria for 

jihad found much coverage in the Dutch media throughout the 

year. While Arabic young people were frequently mentioned in 

such news, it was highlighted that Turkish young people were 

ISIS sympathizers. After the release of the report commissioned 

by Forum to Motivaction office and showing almost 90 percent 

of Turkish young people as ISIS sympathizers, statements of 

Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs and Employment against 

Turkish society and organizations was the last straw that broke 

the camel’s back. After a long discussion, it was decided that the 

concerned survey was not scientifically sufficient, and it was 

learnt that a new survey was to be conducted. However, while 

with these discussions Turkish organizations and communities 

were accused of creating a “parallel society”, 2 members of 

parliament of Turkish origin were dismissed from their parties. 

Using the criticisms of Turkish Ministers of Foreign Affairs as an 

excuse, the Minister stated that integration of Turks left behind at 

the alarming rate and that Turkey is responsible for this as well.

This accusatory attitude was also observed at the discussions 

made within the framework of a statement on the Ministry website 

of the Turkish Foreign Affairs. With the Ministry’s announcement 

that “Discrimination against and oppression of Turks in the 

Netherlands cannot be accepted”, a discussion was sparked in 

the Dutch politics and media. While the politicians found this 

statement as quite harsh and perceived it as an intervention to 

their internal affairs, some columnists in the Dutch press stated 

similar opinions on the issue. Froukje Santing and Lily Sprangers, 

who are columnists at NRC Handelsblad, stated in their article 
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titled “Intervention Goes Forward” that “Ankara is strengthening 

its relationships with the diaspora for a powerful Turkey”, and 

added that “The Netherlands is concealing this truth”. Writers did 

not hesitate to imply that the protests against Armenian genocide 

were organized by Turkey.

During the tensions between Turkey and the Netherlands in 

November, another writer from the same newspaper addressed the 

Dutch government’s attitude towards religious organizations and 

evaluated the dismissal of 2 members of parliament of Turkish 

origin from their parties, at his writing called as ‘’Turkey reigns in 

Holland through mosqques’’ and wrote: “Within a Turkish family, 

generally Turkish is spoken, a Turkish TV channel is watched, 

and Turkish newspapers are read. There is a change, but a slight 

one, for example slighter than in the Moroccan.” When the entire 

article is read, the image that the Turks live towards Turkey 

rather than towards the Netherlands, and listen to the directives 

received from Turkey is given.

Change after 2000

While the approach of national Dutch press was relatively 

positive to migrants and minorities in the period preceding 2000, 

it gradually adopted a more critical and negative attitude in the 

period following 2000. The liberal newspapers exhibited such 

an attitude earlier then Catholic and leftists newspapers. De 

Volkskrant is a typical example. While this newspaper was as the 

second largest one approaching to migrants more sympathetically 

in nineties, it turned right in 2000s, and perceived migrants from 

a rightist perspective. With its Protestant identity, Nederlands 

Dagblad having rather rightist readers, followed a policy in line 

with Christian  Unity  Party  and  Christian  democrats.  It is 

not pertinent to assess the attitudes of the aforementioned 

newspapers against migrants and minorities, based merely on 

their political thoughts. When the general conjuncture in the 

Netherlands gained an anti-Islamic and anti-Muslim look after 
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the period following September 11, newspapers displayed a more 

rightist attitude not to lose their reduced number of readers on 

one hand, and made Islam and Muslims a subject of magazine 

on the other. The logic of “Bad news is news” became dominant 

almost in the entire print and visual media.
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The Netherlands has always been a country known for its 

tolerant, reconciliatory and social characteristics among European 

countries. However, extreme rightism and social rigidification 

commenced in this country before “September 11” continued in 

the aftermath and gained more advanced dimensions, and the 

Netherlands had a social metamorphosis within a short while. 

Then, it was time to make a distinction between “the former 

Netherlands” and “the new Netherlands” While the former 

Netherlands was proud of itself by being a multicultural society, 

the new Netherlands has been characterizing multiculturalism 

as a “Tragedy” (Paul Scheffer) since 2000. While the former 

Netherlands considered discrimination and Islamophobia as a 

taboo, now several circles tend to legitimize a destructive and 

subversive aggression against migrants and Islam with the excuse 

of “freedom of speech”. While the former Netherlands was using 

it as an element of foreign policy in order to improve human rights 

in the world, the new Netherlands was the subject of internal and 

external criticisms as a country violating human rights. While 

the former Netherlands was an attractive port for the migrants, 

fugitives and asylum seekers, even the migrant children that were 

born in this country are now allien to their parents’ country or 

the other countries. In short, the Netherlands is not the former 

Netherlands, and several observers try to understand and explain 

the bad goings-on in this country.

Extreme Right and Its Activities

Perhaps speeches and activities of the extreme rightist party 

PVV (Party for Freedom) and its leader Geert Wilder were listed at 

the top among all incidents in 2014. Wilders made a statement on 

Moroccan migrants in March 2014, and this statement received 

harsh reactions. The expression “less Moroccan” not only caused 

some discussions in the public and political arena, but also locals 

and foreigners that want to make complaint application again 
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their discriminatory statements formed long queues in front of 

the police stations. This incident that became subject of legal 

prosecution was characterized as “pure discrimination” by the 

Dutch Human Rights Institute.

Wilders, the extreme rightist leader announced that he is to 

found a party (“Australian Party for Freedom”) similar to his in 

Australia not long after this announcement. As known, Wilders 

is covered by the media not only in the Netherlands, but also 

abroad, with his activities against Islam and migrants. PVV 

conduced a new discussion in March by stating that the mosques 

in the Netherlands “grew like mushrooms”.

On the occasion of European Parliament elections, Wilders 

put in the agenda in May that the Netherlands’ leaving the 

European Union and the common currency. According to the 

questionnaires in the Netherlands, the winner of the EP elections 

are the parties supporting  EU.  Another  activity  carried  out 

by Wilders within May led this time to tensions in the mutual 

relationships between the Netherlands and Saudi Arabia. Wilders 

prepared a label containing anti-Islamic thought in the format of 

Saudi Arabian flag, and hung it on his door of his chamber at the 

assembly. Not satisfied with this act, Wilders started to circulate 

the arguable anti-Islamic label by using the envelope of the 

assembly and turned this into a campaign.

Another authorized figure from the extreme rightist party 

PVV, namely Hans Jansen (candidate MP for EP) announced “I 

prefer Le Pen to Hamas”, which displayed his extreme rightist 

face once again. Arabologist Jansen stated at a TV program that 

the Jewish live with the fear of Hamas, and announced that they 

will collaborate with the French National Front Party at the 

European level.

In the period of the news concerning that the Turkish young 

people got radicalized and some Dutch Muslims went to Syria to 
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join ISIS and of the discussions based on this news, in November, 

the extreme rightist party PVV stated that “All mosques in the 

Netherlands have to be shut down.” De Graaf, PVV Member 

of Parliament, on the other hand, stated “We want to get the 

Netherlands purified from Islam”, and embittered Islamophobia.

The removal of Qor’ran and Bible from the desk of Anouchka 

van Miltenburg, the President of the Assembly at the House 

of Representatives constituting the lower wing of the Dutch 

Parliament, as anti-Islamic approach Geert Wilders constantly 

argued against, was put on the agenda in the last month of the 

year. Plan to renew the sound system was shown as the reason for 

removal of the Bible and the other books in addition to the Qor’an 

on the desk of Van Miltenburg, President of the Assembly. The 

fact that this was realized upon the request of the extreme right 

wing leader was interpreted as credence lent to racism. Within 

the last month of the year indeed, the extreme rightist leader 

Wilders testified in court, and then said that he stands by his 

statement that he wants “less Moroccan”. Set the agenda within 

the first months of the year, PVV and its leader Wilders succeeded 

to hit the headlines within the last month of the year as well.

Discrimination: A Multi-perspective Fact

The second most important incidents for the minorities in 

2014 are the increase in the discrimination. Published in January, 

the report titled “Discrimination Experienced in the Netherlands” 

(Ervaren Discriminatie in Nederland) revealed discrimination 

experiences of the locals and foreigners. According to the report, 

complaint of discrimination is focused mostly on age and 

ethnical origin. It was determined that one third of the people 

from immigrant communities experienced discrimination in the 

public space. 20 to 40 percent of the job-seeking migrants stated 

that they were exposed to discrimination. According to the same 

report, one out of three Turkish students, one  out of four Moroccan 
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students and one out of five Surinamese students stated that they 

were faced with difficulties in finding an internship position due 

to discrimination.

On the eve of the local elections (in February), a poster 

released by the Liberal Party caused discomfort. The fact that 

merely Dutch should be spoken in in the city , was considered 

as an example of populism and discrimination by the migrants.

Within March, the Hague Assembly Member of Turkish 

origin giving oath in the name of “Allah” was rejected by the 

Mayor. Politicians that were elected in the Netherlands have to 

take an oath. The last sentence of this oath is “God, help with 

my works”. When Hasan Küçük, the Hague member of assembly 

made a tiny change in the oath and replaced the word “God” with 

the word “Allah”, the Mayor warned him by saying “Please read 

the text as it is”. This warning was considered as a reduction of 

tolerance in the Netherlands that adopted a highly liberal attitude 

towards freedom of religion.

In April 2015, the Human Rights Institute that is an authorized 

institution in the field of human rights in the Netherlands revealed 

that there is an increase in the discrimination complaints in 

the Netherlands. The Institute highlighted the labour migrants 

and discrimination in its report.  Within  the  framework  of 

the labour migrants, position of the migrants from Eastern 

Europe, particularly from Poland in the agriculture sector was 

emphasized. It was established that the problems are experienced 

most in three aspects of human rights (private life, marriage and 

protection of the family; proper living standard and employment). 

With respect to equal treatment, discrimination based on gender, 

disability/chronic illness and age were prominent. In parallel 

with this report, Ascher, the Minister in charge of integration of 

the migrants announced that a rule would be enforced for the 

businesses that make discrimination.
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In May, Social Cultural Plan Bureau publicly announced 

that there is an increase in the incidents of discrimination in the 

labor market during the crisis period. Stating that the 30 percent 

of the foreign young people were unemployed, the report also 

highlighted that job interview was a pretty demanding process 

for the foreigners.

In June, Guido van Woerkom, who received some reactions 

for his discriminatory statements concerning the Moroccan was 

appointed as ombudsman. This appointment aroused some 

reactions from the NGOs of the migrants and minority groups, 

particularly from the Moroccans. Having served as the General 

Manager for the Dutch Automobile Institution (ANWB) in the 

past, Woerkom who said “I would not like my spouse to get on a 

taxi, because there might be a Moroccan driver there” 4 years ago, 

led to some discussions then.

In July, under the influence of the discussions concerning 

Syria, a woman wearing burqa was not allowed to get on the 

public bus in Lelystad. According to the statements of the woman 

and the witnesses, the driver said “I am the boss of this bus”, and 

prevented the woman from getting on. It was stated that a letter 

was written to the bus company and it would be decided whether 

to file a complaint to the police according to the response to be 

received.

Another example of discrimination in August created by the 

discussions centered on Syria is dismissal of an officer of Moroccan 

origin, who wrote a tweet on ISIS. A tweet written by Yasmina 

Haifi, who was working as an officer for the Dutch Ministry of 

Security and Justice, about the “Islamic State  organization” 

with its former name ISIS resulted in her dismissal. Members of 

parliament stated that they want Haifi not to be allowed to work at 

any official position. Haifi stated that ISIS has no relation to Islam 

by adding that “ISIS is an organization created by Zionists for the 
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purpose of giving Islam a bad name”.. Haifi’s message aroused 

intense reactions, and after this Twitter message, the institution 

called NCTV that implements joint projects with the Ministry of 

Security and Justice dismissed Haifi.

In September, it was announced that complaints of 

discrimination doubled in the Netherlands. According to the 

“Discrimination Complaint Foundation” which made the 

announcement, one of the most important reasons for this 

increase was Wilder’s statements against the Moroccans. In the 

statement made based on the data of the organizations alike in 

the Netherlands, it was reported that the number of applications 

that used to be 3 thousand 143 increased to 6 thousand 285 in the 

first 8 months of this year. According to the research conducted 

by “Discrimination Complaint Foundation” providing service in 

Amsterdam, increase is particularly observed in the race-based 

applications.

Prejudice and Discrimination in the Course Books

Revelation of the fact that the course book titled “Blikopener” 

presented biased and prejudiced  questions  and  information 

on Turks, Muslims and Islam within the same month directed 

the attention to the roots of discrimination in education. Some 

information within the civics course books prepared by the 

publisher Malmberg for vmbo students aroused intense reactions 

both in the social media and politicians.

The Dutch Children’s Rights Collective’s statement in 

September concerning violation of the children’s rights was an 

unexpected development in this country, and put the Netherlands 

in a difficult position in the world public. It was recorded that the 

children’s rights were violated in the Netherlands due to poverty 

policy, abuse of children and migration procedures in particular.

It was stated that a legal proceeding would probably filed 

against a police officer who made statements about Islam in 
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Rotterdam in October. The concerned officer wrote the following 

discriminatory Facebook post: “I am  completely  ready  for 

the Muslims. I hope that they will slowly die in pain. In other 

words, let Islam die!!!” The officer is expected to be subject to a 

disciplinary action.

Two developments drew attention in November concerning 

discrimination. One of these is the racist comments on the 

football players’ photos in the Netherlands, and the other is the 

discussion that the supplementary figure called “Zwarte Piet” (the 

white man’s slave) in the tradition as children’s day Sinterklaas 

fuels up discrimination.

In the last month of the year, the Dutch police compiled the 

incidents of discrimination against the Muslim based on its own 

database, and reported 50 cases to the Dutch Parliament. This 

study is expected to set an example for the other institutions.

Attacks against the Mosques

One of the noteworthy incidents of 2014 is the attacks against 

the mosques. These attacks constitute one of the most visible 

dimensions of the fact of Islamophobia in the Netherlands. 

Islamophobia is to be distinguished from the anti-Islamism 

activities of the extreme rightist party. While anti-Islamism refers 

to a political and ideological attitude, Islamophobia corresponds 

to a social fact. For sure, while these two facts reinforce each 

other, it must be kept in mind that they are different categories. 

Attacks against the mosques emerged after September 11, 2011 in 

this country, as in the entire Western world, and was continuing 

since then.

Ineke van der Valk, the Dutch researcher, stated that 174 

mosques had been attacked in one way or another within the 

last 10 years. As one of the resources that try to keep a list of 

the Islamophobic incidents, Allochtonenkrant reported that 5 
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mosques had been attacked within 2014. However, our media 

scanning revealed that attacks against only 4 mosques were found 

coverage in the media.

Impacts of the Syrian Crisis and “Jihadists”

Incidents that took place in the Middle East in general and in 

Syria in particular did not fall off the Dutch agenda throughout 

2014. Because the chaos and disturbance in Syria led to a 

restlessness between the Netherlands and this country. On one 

hand influx of asylum-seekers to the Netherlands commenced, 

and some people from the Netherlands (generally of migrant 

origin) either went or attempted to go to Syria to fight. In the 

first month of the year, it was learnt that 10 Dutch citizens had 

died in Syria until then. Within the same month, a fund drive 

was initiated in the Netherlands for the Syrian asylum-seekers, 

and 6 million Euros in total was collected. Such a donation and 

collaboration was realized once again in May. Dutch volunteers 

walked for the refugees and almost 50 thousand Euros collected 

from the walk was allocated to be used for Syrian refugees.

In February, passports of 10 people alleged to get prepared for 

going to Syria to fight were cancelled. In July, news was received 

concerning the persons who went to Syria and lost their lives 

there. According to this news, 14 Dutch citizens that went to 

Syria to fight died within the last two years. Local administrations 

decided to meet with the mosques in order to prevent the young 

people from going. In August, the government put the issue of 

radicalization on the agenda, and resolved to take the passports 

of the “jihadists” from them.

Acts of the government and police was not limited to the 

“jihadists”, and it was announced that some imams wouldn’t 

be granted with Dutch visa within the scope of radicalization 

measures. Police, on the other hand, performed an operation to 4 

different houses in Hague that were alleged to be in connection 

with the groups in Syria and Iraq.
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Muslim Young People’s Radicalization

In September, discussions on radicalization among the 

Muslim youth and the measures against this continued. Opposition 

wing announced that they supported the plan prepared by the 

government against the radicalization of the Muslim youth. Two 

families whose passports were cancelled and who were arrested in 

Huizen due to allegation of going to Syria to join the organization 

in Syria were released due to failure of evidence.

According to the statement of the official authorities in 

October, the number of refugees coming to the Netherlands 

increased, and it was stated that the Syrians were at the top of 

the list among all refugees. On the other hand, in a statement 

concerning “the jihadists”, it was claimed that the girls also went 

to Syria for jihad. Passports of 8 people allegedly getting prepared 

to go to Syria were seized.

Upon the public release of a survey commissioned by the 

Multicultural Development Institute Forum in November, a hot 

discussion was generated among the Turkish society and public. 

According to the survey by the organization called Motivaction, 

the majority of the Turkish young people in the Netherlands are 

ISIS sympathizers.

Problems of Political Participation

2014 was a year of election for the Turks in particular. Firstly, 

local elections were made in the Netherlands in March.

136 municipality assembly members of Turkish origin were 

elected, but the politicians of Turkish origin in the Netherlands 

emphasized that the rate of Turkish community’s participation 

in the election reduced, despite the increased number of Turkish 

politicians.

Secondly, Turkish people  in  the  Netherlands  took  part in 

EUP elections in May. The particular winner was Christian
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Democrats Union. None of the candidates of Turkish origin 

from different parties were elected. Lastly, Presidential election 

in Turkey directed the attention of Turkish people to Turkish 

politics in August. Turkish people in the Netherlands attended 

the Presidential election with appointment system for the first 

time. Due to this appointment system applied for the Presidential 

election, many voters could not vote.

Religious Organizations and Expulsion of the Members of 

Parliament with Turkish Origin

In the last months of 2014, Asscher, the Minister of Social 

Affairs stated that Turkish religious organizations would be taken 

under supervision due to the fact that they prevent integration, 

which was a disturbing incident both for the Turkish society 

and Turkish members of parliament. Discussing the statements 

on 4 large Islamic organizations operating in the Netherlands, 

namely Turkish Directorate of Religious Affairs, National 

Vision Organization, Süleyman Efendi Community and Gülen 

Community on one hand and ISIS sympathy and radicalization 

among Turkish youth on the other, Labor Party interrogated 

Tunahan Kuzu and Selçuk Öztürk, who were members of 

parliament of Turkish origin, on  the  grounds  that  they  did 

not take a step backwards, and expulsed from the party. Then, 

members of parliament of Turkish origin announced that they 

would continue with the politics by building their own group. 

In a daily paper article, Nico Landman and Thijl Sunier, who are 

researchers writing reports on Turkish organizations, stated that 

the Minister misunderstood their report.

It must be because Turkish Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 

was disturbed by these developments in the Netherlands that 

the Ministry announced in a statement on its website that 

discrimination against and oppression of Turkish people in the 

Netherlands was unacceptable. Because the Netherlands found 
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this announcement quite harsh and perceived it as an intervention 

to its internal affairs, a tension emerged between Turkey and the 

Netherlands for some time.

Problem of Integration

Integration, as the most important issue of the Netherlands 

concerning the migrants and minorities, was one of the hot 

topics of discussion in 2014. This issue was an agenda items 

through researches at times and through political matches at 

other times. Pursuing his PhD degree on mixed marriages, Leen 

Sterckx, the sociologist, suggested that this sort of marriages does 

not play a role to reinforce integration. Through the end of the 

year, in November, Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs and 

Employment announced that they were behind the integration 

objectives. Then, it must be because the minister must have 

found a scapegoat that he announced that the Turkish religious 

organizations were to be arrested on the grounds that they 

prevented integration. A public opinion survey conducted within 

the same month revealed that more than half of the voters think 

that integration had been unsuccessful. Within the last month 

of the year, Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs stated that 

integration was behind at an alarming rate in the Netherlands.

Migration is Decreasing, Because…

The state of the Netherlands associated integration with 

migration for long. It saw the harm of increased migration to 

integration, and argued that migration should be reduced as far 

as possible. According to the survey conducted by the Social and 

Cultural Planning Bureau in October, migration to the Netherlands 

reduced. It was understood that there was a high decrease in the 

number of the migrants that came to the Netherlands through 

the reunification of marriage. Although reduced migration is 

considered as useful for integration, aggravated conditions for 

reunification of marriage makes it difficult to protect the family.
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The Dutch Human Rights  Institute  commissioned  a  survey 

on this issue, and evaluated the Dutch reunification of family 

policy with regard to European Union’s Family Reunification 

Criteria. Consequently, it was established that the Netherlands 

makes family reunification difficult, rather than facilitating it, 

and acts against in violation of the European Criteria for Family 

Reunification that supersedes the national laws.

Wealth Investigation Is Not Legal!

The Netherlans made some legal resolutions concerning 

migrants and minorities in 2014. In the first month of the year, 

the press recorded that in the state of the Netherlands the assets of 

Turkish people in their own country subjected to a investigation 

through unlawful means. In February, the court did not allow the 

investigation on the wealth in Turkey.

Deductions from the Widows and Orphan’s Allowances Are 

Unjust!

Another positive legal development took place in March. 

The Dutch Council of State decreed that no deduction should 

be made from the widows and orphans’ allowances (ANW) that 

the Turkish people, who return to their country after working 

in the Netherlands, receive. The Council of State stated that the 

deductions at the rate of 40 percent are in violation of the treaties 

signed between Turkey and EU. Upon this decree, the concerned 

ministry had to make an amendment in the legislation as soon as 

possible.

Visa Cannot Be Applied for Turkish People!

In May, the Dutch Council of State decreed that the residency 

visa application applicable to the foreigners without any legal 

status couldn’t be applied to Turkish people, which was another 

positive decree.
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High Visa Charges for the Students!

The litigation filed by two Turkish university students in 

July to reduce the visa charge applied by the Netherlands to the 

students was concluded. Oğuz Veli Atasoy and Ulaş Can Atılgan 

from TOBB Economics and Technology University won the case 

they filed as they found the visa charge of 600 Euros requested by 

the Netherlands for Erasmus Program. In the decree of the court 

dated 4 May 2013, it was stated that the visa and residency permit 

charge requested by the Netherlands for the students to stay for 

more than 3 months had been found in violation of the European 

Education Directive, and it was reduced to 300 Euros, which led 

to a visa charge reduction for all students coming to this country.

Age Limit in Family Reunification is Against Treaties!

Within the last two months of the year, two developments 

concerning Turkish people took place in the legal area. Firstly, 

the condition of age 21 for family reunification was abolished 

for Turkish people. The obligation of being at least 21 in case 

of getting married from Turkey was abolished with the new 

decree for the citizens of Turkish origin. Because it was revealed 

that imposing an age limit of 21 for family reunification was in 

violation of Ankara Treaty.

Another legal issue is that the litigation filed against the state 

of Netherlands for returning the expenses of the examinations 

abroad for Turkish people was commenced at the Supreme Court. 

The last defense of the case undertaken by Fadime Kılıç, who is 

one of the successful lawyers of Turkish origin in the Netherlands, 

was held at the Supreme Court. The case was filed against 

application of Dutch examination for Turkish people, although it 

was abolished with the decree of the Supreme Court in 2011 on 

the grounds that it was against Ankara Treaty and Corporations 

Law. While the Supreme Court was expected to decree on the 



118

case in February 2015, many Turkish citizens would take back 

the money the spent for the compulsory language examination, 

because the case was to set a precedent in case it is won. These 

expenses are estimated to be 3 thousand Euros per person.

Deduction from the Child Allowances Was Legalized

Despite these positive developments, a case concluded against 

Turkish people in December was about the allowances sent to the 

children of families that returned to Turkey. High Administrative 

Court decreed that the deductions from these allowances were 

legal. As a matter of fact, according to Ankara Treaty signed 

between EU and Turkey and in view of the Association Council 

decisions, no deduction can be made from the allowances paid to 

Turkish people. But the court stated that the concerned treaties 

didn’t cover child allowances, and commented that a deduction 

could be made.
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JANUARY

•So far, almost 10 Dutch citizens died in Syria.

•Donations of 6 million Euros were collected for Syrian 

asylum-seekers.

•Aldermen in Hague were distributed Koran.

•Wealth of Turkish people are subjected to a investigation 

through unlawful means.

•Employment gap is increasing in the Netherlands.

•The  survey  titled  “Discrimination  Experienced  in  the 

Netherlands” was published.

•Discussion: Does the people’s ethnic origin have to be stated 

in the media coverage?

FEBRUARY

•An imam: Announced to the media: “People are afraid of 

me.”

•A discussion: It was revealed that actually there is no binary 

social structure in the city of Amsterdam.

•Court  did  not  allow  the  investigation  on  the  wealth  in 

Turkey.

•“Islamic Democrats” party was founded to take part in the 

local elections.

•Rules are being imposed on the mosque student residences 

for security purposes.

•Laleli Mosque was opened in Rotterdam.

•The Netherlands cancelled passports of 10 people, who 

were allegedly getting prepared to war.
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•The poster hung by the Liberal Party in power aroused 

disturbances.

MARCH

•The Dutch Council of State decreed that deduction couldn’t 

be made from the widows and orphans’ allowances of Turkish 

people.

•Discriminatory statements of the extreme rightist leader 

Wilders (request of “less Morocaan”) aroused reactions.

•More than one hundred people filed criminal complaints 

against Wilder’s discriminatory statements.

•NGOs called the society to react against Wilders.

•The economic crisis in the Netherlands affects the children 

at most.

•While different segments of the society were filing 

complaints against Wilders, the Moroccan met with the Prime 

Minister.

•Koran in Dutch prepared by Rotterdam Islam University 

and “Read and Keep Alive” was published.

•Van der Graaf, who killed the racist leader Pim Fortuyn was 

released on parole.

•Those intending to make a complaint application for 

Wilder’s discriminatory statements queued in front of the police 

station.

•Arnoud van Doorn, who chose Islam after leaving Party 

for Freedom, founded Association Party, and decided to join 

elections.

•The first Turkish person to come to the Netherlands within 

the framework of the “Labor Migration” (Necati Genç) died.
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•When Agis Health Insurance with one hundred and twenty 

thousand Turkish members decided not to cover some medical 

procedures, it received reactions from Turkish and Dutch people.

•Wilders, the extreme rightist leader is founding “Australian 

Freedom Party”.

•Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs made a statement on 

discrimination in the labor market.

•Pechtold, the Democrats 66 leader stated that Wilders’ 

statements were discriminatory.

•Extreme rightist Party for Freedom commenced a discussion 

on mosque building, and claimed that the mosques grew like 

mushrooms.

•Dutch politicians argued that Turkey intervened to the 

Netherlands’ internal affairs.

•It was claimed that Turkish women didn’t work after giving 

birth.

•Hague Assembly Member’s taking an oath in the name of 

“Allah” was not accepted.

APRIL

•Announcement of  the Armenian  Apostle  Church  in the 

city of Almelo that the “Genocide Monument” was to be opened 

aroused some reactions among Turkish people.

•The Dutch Religious Foundation stated that the statements 

on the Incidents of 1915 were to serve to the culture of brotherhood 

and peace.

•Veyis Güngör, the President of Türkevi Researches Center 

released the book titled “Anatolia in Europe” consisting of the 

interviews with him.
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•The crisis highly affected the non-western migrants.

•Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs intends to impose 

rules on discriminatory businesses.

•It was recorded that Turkish people voted by 39 percent in 

the local elections.

•Protests were organized in Dam Square, Amsterdam for 529 

people that got death penalty in Egypt.

•The plan to punish those residing unlawfully with both 

monetary sanctions and imprisonment was  abandoned  upon 

the request of the Social Democrat Party that was the partner in 

power.

•In the litigation filed against the deductions from several 

allowances paid to those residing abroad since 2000, the Council 

of State found the deductions unlawful and cancelled them.

•2 students from Islamic Schools Foundation (SIPOR) 

achieved over the general average at CITO (The End of Primary 

School Test).

•6 Turkish people were granted with the order of empire.

•Human Rights Institute announced that there was an 

increase in the discrimination complaints in the Netherlands.

•The monument opened concerning Incidents of 1915 was 

protested. Turkish NGOs warned that the monument might cause 

disturbances within the society.

MAY

•Wilders, the extreme rightist leader wanted the Netherlands 

to leave EU and the common currency.

•Serdar Gözübüyük was elected as the season’s best referee 

in the Netherlands.
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•Dutch volunteers walked for the refugees. 500 thousand 

Euros collected with the walk will be used for Syrian refugees.

•The Council of State decided that the residency visa 

application applicable to the foreigners with no legal status 

couldn’t be applied to Turkish people.

•According to the questionnaires in the Netherlands, the 

winner of the EP elections is the parties supporting EU.

•6 candidates of Turkish origin from different parties are in 

EP elections.

•“1st Education Expo” organized by Talim EC and supported 

by the National Vision was held.

•Wilders, the extreme rightist leader prepared an anti-Islamic 

label in the format of Saudi Arabian flag, and hung it on his door 

of his chamber at the assembly.

•According to the survey conducted by Psychologist Dr. 

Fatih Toprak, a perceivable regression was experienced in the 

intersocietal relations in the Netherlands.

•Turkish young people founded Duth-Turkish Students 

Assembly.

•A Dutch high bureaucrat went to Saudi Arabia concerning 

Wilders’ anti-Islamic label.

•“I prefer Le Pen than Hamas,” Jansen, the authorized person 

of the extreme rightist party PVV said.

•According to the statement of Social Cultural Plan Bureau, 

discrimination in the labor market increases in the crisis period.

•Dutch Parliament acclaimed Timmermans, the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs for his anti-racism speech.

•Wilders, the extreme rightist leader distributed his anti- 

Islamic contradictive label in the assembly envelope.
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•Turkish Forum published the Islamophobia list.

•Motions submitted during the session on the Islamic 

communities and organizations  were  rejected  by  the  House 

of Representatives constituting the lower wing of the Dutch 

Parliament.

•PVV , Wilders’ party , was at the top in Rotterdam in EU 

elections.

•Dutch Industrialists and Businessmen Association 

condemned Wilders’ anti-Islamic label campaign in Saudi 

newspapers.

•Timmermans, the Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs 

announced that he was to go to Saudi Arabia to make meetings 

concerning Wilders’ anti-Islamic campaign.

JUNE

•Attempted attack made to Kuba Mosque of the Dutch 

Religios Foundation in the city of Ijmuiden.

•Türkevi Researches Center prepared a book in Dutch to 

promote Ahmet Yesevi and his thought.

•“Support to the Turkmen Demonstration” was made in Den 

Haag by Turkish, Turkmen and Azeri people to condemn ISIS’ 

attacks against the Turkmen.

•40 thousand visa applications were made to the Netherlands 

from Turkey in a year.

•The extreme rightist leader Wilders wants to take part in the 

European Parliament as well.

•Security measures of the Jewish organizations in Amsterdam 

were increased.
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•Guido van Woerkom, who received some reactions with 

his discriminatory statements concerning the Moroccan, was 

appointed as ombudsman.

•Gammadion was drawn on a mosque of the Moroccan in the 

city of Almere-Buiten.

JULY

•Rotterdam Consul General formed the Consultancy Division 

for the families, whose children were taken away from them.

•Legal struggle for the restriction in the allowances of those 

returning to Turkey is ongoing.

•A woman in burqa was not allowed to get on the public bus.

•It was announced that 14 Dutch citizens that went to Syria 

to fight had died within the last two years.

•Overijsel State accepted Armenian Genocide.

•The litigation filed by two Turkish university students to 

reduce the visa charge applied by the Netherlands to the students 

was won.

•Municipalities decided to meet with the mosques in order 

to prevent the young people from going.

•It was reported that the Islamic Schools in Amsterdam 

misused educational funds.

•Arguments concerning Islamic School between the 

inhabitants and local administration in the city Purmerend were 

experienced.

•Return Law was officially annulled as from 1 July 2014.
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AUGUST

•Leader of the local Islamic Party in Hague filed a complaint 

against Sybrand, the Democrat leader.

•The cabinet discusses radicalization. Cabinet is to seize 

passports of the jihadists.

•The officer of Moroccan origin, who posted a tweet about 

ISIS, was dismissed.

•30 people started hunger strike in the Netherlands to protest 

ISIS’ attacks.

•Some imams will not be granted with the Dutch visa, in the 

scope of the government’s radicalization measures.

•Hostility against the foreigners is observed in Schilderswijk 

neighborhood, Hague city.

•Police performed an operation to 4 different houses in 

Hague that are alleged to be in connection with the groups in 

Syria and Iraq.

•A Muslim family reported that they had been threatened in 

different ways, in Lienden city.

SEPTEMBER

•Hunger strike of a group of Syrian Christians against ISIS 

ended.

•Opposition supported the plan prepared by the government 

on radicalization of the Muslim youth.

•According to the survey of Discrimination Complaint 

Foundation, discrimination complaints doubled in the 

Netherlands.
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•Survey of the Dutch Ministry of Security and Justice 

revealed that Turkish youth was not radicalized.

•Two families whose passports were cancelled and who 

were arrested in Huizen due to allegation of going to Syria to join 

the organization in Syria were released due to failure of evidence.

•In the Netherlands, it was revealed that the course book 

titled “Blikopener” presented biased and prejudiced questions 

and information on Turks, Muslims and Islam.

•It was determined that the jihadists movement in the 

Netherlands concentrated on three regions.

•Pursuing his PhD degree on mixed marriages, Leen Sterckx, 

the sociologist stated that this sort of marriages didn’t play a role 

to reinforce integration.

•The Dutch Children’s Rights Collective declared that the 

Netherlands violated children’s rights.

•It was claimed that Turkey dominated in the Netherlands 

through mosques.

•The officer tweeting about the Zionists was expulsed from 

the Labor Party.

•Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs stated that Mosque 

dormitories would undergo a strict inspection.

•“A common struggle is required against the danger of 

radicalism,” said the Dutch Turkish Workers General President.

•Redactor of the newspaper Volkskrant claimed that 

prosecution of Wilders would create negative impacts.

•Despite the calm demonstrations in four different zones of 

Hague, 26 people were arrested.

•Return to Turkey began.
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OCTOBER

•Wilders, the extreme rightist leader will be on trial due to 

fuelling up discrimination.

•It was determined that almost half of the fugitives worked 

in paid jobs.

•It was revealed that girls also went to Syria for jihad.

•A legal proceeding will probably be filed against a police 

officer who made statements about Islam in Rotterdam.

•“How dangerous are those who shifted to Islam?” (Article 

by Janny Groen).

•According to the survey conducted by the Social and 

Cultural Planning Bureau in October, migration to the Netherlands 

reduced.

•It was established that 2.5 million people had been living 

under the poverty threshold in the Netherlands.

•Passports of 8 people allegedly getting prepared to go to 

Syria were seized.

•The number of the refugees coming to the Netherlands 

increased. Syrians are at the top of the refugees.

•It was stated that there was a high decrease in the number 

of the migrants that came to the Netherlands through the 

reunification of marriage.

•Rate of marriage of Turkish people from their own country 

reduced from 60 percent to 15 percent.

•Deportation of the Liberian asylum-seeker, whose refuge 

application was rejected, was ceased with court decree.

•Attempted sabotage to a mosque in Etten-Leur. Number of 

the attacks against mosques within 2014 increased to 5.
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NOVEMBER

•International Criminal Court decreed that the severity of the 

crime was not sufficient to consider Blue Marmara attack in the 

scope of war crime.

•Representatives of belief groups came together in the 

Netherlands for the purpose of reducing tensions.

•2 members of parliament of Turkish origin were expulsed 

from the Labor Party.

•Tunahan Kuzu and Selçuk Öztürk, who were expulsed from 

their party, built their own group in the Dutch Assembly.

•Racist comments on the football players’ photographs 

aroused reactions in the Netherlands.

•There is a tension between Turkey and the Netherlands 

due to the statements in the website of the Turkish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs.

•“Migrant Worker Monument” commissioned by the Dutch 

Federation of Karaman public will be installed in front of the train 

station in Karaman.

•Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs and Employment 

announced that they are behind the integration objectives.

•“Zwarte Piet” (white man’s slave) that is a tradition and 

children’s day arouses discussions, with the claim that it fuels up 

racism in the Netherlands.

•Turkish religious organizations were taken under 

supervision on the grounds that they prevent integration.

•The rap singer who threatened Wilders was sentenced to 

corrective labor.

•Opposition parties requested a new survey on radicalization 

of Turkish young people.
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•“Minister Asscher misunderstood our report on the Turks,” 

said Dutch researchers that published an updated report on the 

Turkish organizations.

•It was established that 80 percent of the Dutch people had 

no relation with Muslims.

•Dutch Statistics Institute stated that non-western young 

people who were born in the Netherlands were still socio- 

economically behind.

•It was established that three mosque dormitories were not 

in compliance with the quality conditions.

•Reports of radicalization increased in Rotterdam.

•“All mosques in the Netherlands must be closed down,” 

said PVV, the extreme rightist party.

•Why does Turkey intervene to our internal affairs? (Article 

by Ben van Raaij)

•Tanju Bilgiç, the spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs: “It is not possible to accept that Turkish people are 

exposed to discrimination in the Netherlands.”

•Inequality between the low and high educated Dutch people 

is getting worse.

•A public opinion survey stated that more than half of the 

voters thought that integration had been unsuccessful.

•Survey commissioned by Forum aroused discussions in the 

public. The survey states that majority of Turkish young people 

were ISIS sympathizers.

•Anti-Discrimination Bureau Radar and Rijnmond Islamic 

Organizations Platform SPIOR will conduct a survey ob 

Islamophobia in Rotterdam.

•Asscher, the Assistant President stated that Wilders’ 

suggestion to close down the mosques was “unacceptable”.



155

•“We want to get the Netherlands purified from Islam,” said 

De Graaf, PVV member of parliament.

•Hozny, the rap artist of Moroccan origin was sentenced to 

80 hours of corrective labor and 2-months of imprisonment on 

the grounds that he threatened Wilders in his song.

•A survey revealed that Turkish people were introverted.

DECEMBER

•Asscher, the Minister of Social Affairs stated that integration 

was behind at an alarming rate in the Netherlands.

•Minister Asscher met with the minorities and imams about 

the tensions within the society.

•The new law aiming to finding jobs for those with limited 

job opportunities was claimed to lead to discrimination.

•Verwey-Jonker Institute stated that the Netherlands 

prosecutes discrimination cases on the basis of offense or threat, 

instead of discrimination.

•PVV took a strict position against Islam. All mosques were 

demanded to be closed down.

•Anti-Islam protest in Dresden, Germany attracted record 

breaking demonstrators.

•Keeping Bible and Koran at the Dutch Assembly was ceased.

•Public prosecutor will prosecute Wilders due to 

discrimination.

•“Presenting Islam as an ideology means through by-passing 

the constitution.” (Article by Youssef Ikhlaf)

•The condition of age 21 for family reunification was 

abolished for Turkish people.
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•An organization titled ‘’ Centre for Public Debate’’ was 

founded to join the discussions on the issues involving Turkish 

Diaspora in the Netherlands and to contribute.

•A Trade Commission was founded in Arnhem to develop 

the trade between Arnhem and Turkey.

•The litigation filed against the state of Netherlands for 

returning the expenses of the examinations abroad for Turkish 

people was heard at the Supreme Court.

•An attack was made against Selimiye Mosque of the Dutch 

Religious Foundation in Enschede by leaving fireworks with 

ignited wick in its window.

•Bert de Vries, the member of Labor Party at Utrecht State 

Assembly claimed that “Mosques are influencing the party”, and 

left his party’s group at the assembly.

•Mevlüt Çavusoglu, the Minister of Foreign Affairs said in his 

statement to NOS that Turkey intends to contribute to integration 

of the citizens living in the Netherlands.

•Ahmet Marcouch, the Member of Parliament from Labor 

Party, the partner in power, requested easier complaint procedures 

before the police for the incidents of attack and discrimination 

targeting Muslims.

•Dutch Turkey Workers Association celebrated 50th 

anniversary of the Turkish migration as well as 40th anniversary 

of the organization.

•Seedorf, the former football player at Dutch National Team 

was elected as the special ambassador in the scope of anti-racism 

efforts.

•Extreme rightists Wilders gave a statement and said that he 

stands by his statement on his wish for “less Moroccan”.

•Hunger strike of four people that were arrested on the 

grounds of getting prepared to go to Syria ended.
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•High Administrative Court decreed that the deductions 

from the allowances of the children of the families that returned 

to Turkey were legal.

•Dutch police compiled the incidents of discrimination 

against the Muslim based on its own database, and reported 150 

cases to the Dutch Parliament.

•According to the survey of the Social Cultural Planning 

Bureau (SCP), trust in economy is growing, but the society is 

concerned about the integration of the migrants and asylum- 

seekers.




