NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS
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One of the major signs of civilizational advancement
and cultural progress is the amount of resources a
society is willing to invest in its research and development (R&D) budget. Such activities propel societies
to prominence and provide them with the competitive edge and innovations needed for greatness and
renewal. Perhaps the most important purpose of R&D
is that it functions as the main vehicle for building
knowledge, facilitating learning, and understanding
the most difficult issues facing the society in order to
unlock its untapped potential. According to the latest
estimates worldwide, the U.S. spends around $550
Billion each year on its R&D ($1,600 per capita), China
$475 B ($350 per capita), Japan $185 B ($1,450 per
capita), and Germany $116 B ($1,400 per capita), while
the EU countries combined spend more than $400 B
($700 per capita). While Israel spends $12.7 B every
year on its R & D budget ($1,450 per capita), Turkey
spends around $5.5 B (30 Billion TL) per year or about
$70 per capita and is considered the number one in
the Muslim World. It’s clear that Turkey and the Muslim
world must invest heavily in education and R&D in
order to unleash their societies great potential and
compete for the future on the world stage.

This September will mark CIGA’s second anniversary.
During its two years of existence, CIGA has organized
many programs and activities. These events included
five international conferences (featuring over 100
renowned scholars), six symposia, twenty seminar
series, four workshops, nine book discussions, a film
screening, an art exhibit commemorating the 70th
anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba, and two summer
schools for approximately 100 students. This fall,
CIGA will start its online publication , “CIGA Chronicles”, while in the spring it shall commence its periodical “Journal for Islam and Global Affairs” or JIGA. In
addition, our occasional studies series and research
reports will start to be published this month. As a
director, I’d like to express my heartfelt appreciation
to our dedicated staff and researchers for their hard
work and commitment, as well as to IZU’s administrators, faculty, and students for their profound contributions and great support.
Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian
Director
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2

3
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2
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1

3

4

Seminar Series

9
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8
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1

-

1
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1

-

1
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1

1

2
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25

32

57

CONTENTS
3.....................................................................................................................................................Conference
16..................................................................................................................................CIGA Seminar Series
18...............................................................................................................Director’s And Staff Activities
20.......................................................................................................................................Book Discussions
22..........................................................................................................................CIGA Activities & Events
2

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CONFERENCE

On April 12 – 14, 2019, CIGA and Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University and
in cooperation with the Presidency for Turks Abroad (YTB), and the OIC
Research Center for Islamic History, Art, and Culture (IRCICA), held its Second
International Conference on Islamophobia, titled “Islamophobia: Analyzing its
Discourse and Geopolitics”. The conference featured 28 renowned international
speakers and experts of the field both from Turkey and abroad.

OPENING SESSION

History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) discussed the

R

reasons behind the twin Mosque attacks in New

ector Dr. Mehmet Bulut (IZU) welcomed all
the speakers and participants of the Second

International Conference on Islamophobia. He
began by thanking the Center for Islam and Global
Affairs (CIGA) for organizing the conference and
bringing together diverse scholars from around the
world. Dr. Bulut briefly discussed the theme of the
conference and stated that recent Islamophobic
incidents in Myanmar, India, China, Europe, North

Zealand as he added that, “Hostilities against Islam
result in mass killings and pre-planned massacres.”
He emphasized the need to eliminate Islamophobia
because it is not only affecting Muslims but the
whole world. Dr. Eren referenced the 13th Islamic
Summit Conference under the chairmanship of
Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, which
underscored the problems regarding Islamophobia

America and New Zealand are indications of

in its final declaration and resolution. CIGA Director,

the need for such a convening of scholars and

Dr. Sami Al-Arian, welcomed the participants to

the public. Dr. Bulut also expressed his concern

the conference, introduced the speakers and their

regarding the surveillance and policing of Mosques

academic backgrounds, and briefly introduced the

in some Muslim majority countries. He emphasized

conference program. Finally, Dr. Al-Arian thanked

that the speakers and participants should map out

IZU and the sponsors of the conference for their

a feasible path through which anti-Muslim racism

cooperation in helping to make the event possible.

and Islamophobia can be resolved. Dr. Halit Eren,

The session was moderated by CIGA Research

Director General of the Research Center for Islamic

Fellow, Dr. Fatimah Bint Abdullah (IZU).
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present realities. In the face of such attempts, Dr.
Argun advocated Muslims to look at pre-colonial
reformers such as Shah Wali Allah Dehlevi, Usman
dan Fodio, and Muhammad as-Sanusi for a form
of Islam that could mobilize Muslim solidarity by
creating self-confident yet world citizens. The
session was moderated by CIGA Director, Dr. Sami
Al-Arian.

SESSION II: The Intellectual
and Political Mainstreaming of
Islamophobia: The Role of Elites, Think
Tanks, and Right-Wing Groups
SESSION I: Epistemic Roots of
Islamophobia and its Future Trajectory

D

r. Anne Norton (University of Pennsylvania)
argued for using empire as a lens to read
the theoretical foundations of Islamophobia
in the world. Describing the current imperial
order as capital and economic control, she sees
Islamophobia as a byproduct of the empire
of capital. Empires, especially the empire of
modern capital, create and sustain inequalities,
and thus Islamophobia is another manifestation
of xenophobia and bigotry that emerges in the
hierarchical character of empires. She advocated
for using Islamic concepts, such as ummah and
‘ijma, to fight intolerance and bigotry. Dr. Salman
Sayyid (University of Leeds) disagreed with the
liberal appeal for removing conflict through more
Islamic forms of tolerance. Instead, he argued
that the figure of the Muslim has become an
obstacle for the movement of history. Therefore,
the calls for Islamic reform or for more tolerance
fail to see the ways in which Islamophobia runs
at an almost metaphysical level threatening the
very idea of progress and global order. Dr. Selim
Argun (Istanbul University) paid more attention
to Europe’s role, particularly France, in painting
Islam and Muslims as something non-European.
He, on the other hand, demonstrated the ways
in which Islam and Europe are inexplicably tied
together. European attempts to write Islam out of
Europe is not corroborated by historical or even

4

I

n his presentation on Rationalizing Islamophobia:
The Dangerous Role of Think Tanks, Dr. Farid Hafez
(University of Salzburg) explored the relationships
of some think tanks with Islamophobia and
explained their role in producing knowledge that is
designed to legitimize anti-Muslim politics. Dr. Dalia
Fahmy (Long Island University) delivered her talk
on the rise of the alt-right and the mainstreaming
of anti-Muslim sentiment. She argued that U.S.
politics is mainstreaming Islamophobia and the
rise of the alt-right by promoting or at least failing
to prevent the proliferation of anti-Muslims tropes.
Dr. Usaama al-Azami (The Markfield Institute
of Higher Education, UK) addressed the use of
islamophobia as a tool in supporting autocratic
rule. His thought-provoking presentation focused
on the way Islamophobia could be utilized by and
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for Muslim autocratic regimes against their political
opponents under the banner of securitization. The
session was moderated by IZU history professor,
Dr. Nuray Ocaklı (IZU).

SESSION III: Islamophobia in the
Service of Empire

I

n his talk, Dr. Hatem Bazian (University of
California-Berkeley) addressed the question
“How does the political discourse of Islamophobia
advance geopolitical ends?” He emphasized that
Islamophobia is an ideological construct that
emerged in the post-Cold War era with the intent

to rally the Western world and American society
at a moment of perceived fragmentation after the
collapse of the Soviet Union in a vastly and rapidly
changing world system. Mr. Ahmed Bedier (United
Voices of America) discussed Islamophobia in
the United States and the outcry that emerged
after the election of the first two Muslim
Congresswomen, Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar. He
identified certain groups, foundations, and NGOs
who are dedicated to weaponizing anti-Muslim
racism for political reasons. He further explained
the impact of this weaponization by presenting
documented evidence of Donald Trump’s many
statements against Congresswoman Ilhan Omar.
According to Mr. Bedier, the Muslim Ban and the
FBI’s preemptive prosecutions are consequences
of this weaponization. The session was moderated
by IZU political science professor, Dr. Nasuh Uslu
(IZU).

SESSION IV: The Multiple Faces of
Islamophobia

D

r. Varsha Basheer (University of Kerala)
mentioned that islamophobia in India has a
long history. Given that the BJP in India is currently
gaining a much stronger foothold, the situation
for Muslims has worsened not just socially but
also in structural discrimination in the judiciary,
law enforcement, education, employment as well
as housing and welfare measures. Dr. Luwei Rose
(Hong Kong Baptist University) discussed the
discourse of Islamophobia in China by focusing
on social media’s anti-Muslim online frame and
detailing the ways in which Chinese Muslims
have sought to influence public policy in order to
protect their rights. Dr. Omer Çaha (IZU) talked
about islamophobia and the geopolitics of French
secularism. He discussed its historical conditions,
the impact of colonization of Muslim lands by the
French, and Muslim behavior in response to these
phenomena. He argued that Muslims are perceived
by the French as terrorists, non-civilized, colonized
or an army of unemployed people who are a societal
burden because of longstanding historical biases
that are not easily erasable. Dr. Khadijah Elshayyal
(University of Edinburgh) talked about Muslim
identity politics and argued that the landscape of
British Muslim identity politics has been a fertile
ground from which diverse and fluid forms of
faith-inspired civic activism continue to emerge
and proliferate. The session was moderated by Dr.
Ravza Kavakci Kan (MP Istanbul).
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SESSION V: Islamophobia and
Orientalism: Where they Intersect and
Diverge

SESSION VI: Islamophobia and Human
Rights: The Impact of Demonization
and Exclusion

I

T

n this session Dr. Nagihan Haliloğlu (Ibn Haldun
University) explored the image of Muslims
in Western Cultural History. Using Michel
Houellebecq’s novel as a case study, she argued

that Western cultural history entailed European
of a Muslim future with a sense of “barbarians at
the gates” and failures within Occidental culture
itself. Dr. Jasmin Zine (Wilfrid Laurier University)
gave a presentation about Islamophobia in
the. media, education and the arts. She tried to
examine Muslim counter-publics as generative
spaces that challenge and re-create narratives
that counter negative anti-Muslim stereotypes.
Dr. Zine emphasized that this work involves
subverting Orientalist tropes in popular culture
that shape the popular imaginary and are an
alibi for ongoing imperial wars, occupation, and
right-wing nationalist movements in the West. Dr.
Shireen Rasheed (Long Island University) gave
her presentation on how liberalism and feminism
are used to justify Islamophobia and the war on
terror. She pointed out how Western media linked
the oppression of Muslim women to terrorist
violence as well as pointing to the gender politics
of the war on terror and the ways gender has been
manipulated to reinforce a clash of civilizations
between Islam and the West. The session was
moderated by IZU economics professor, Dr.
Monzer Kahf (IZU).
6

he session started with a presentation by
Dr. Tamara Sonn (Georgetown University,)
who joined the conference through a live video
feed. She addressed the much-debated issue
of similarities between anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia by arguing that although antiSemitism is Judeophobia, and Islamophobia is
a hatred of Islam, both come together in the
victimization of cultures and their adherents. She
went on to state that the statistics do not represent
the reality of Islamophobia in American society as
most hate crime victims are targeted due to their
race or ethnicity, but Jews are also victimized in
increasing numbers for hate crimes based on
their religious identity. Dr. Sonn concluded by
stating that Jews, Christians and Muslims must all
work together to counter the polarizations of the
world, acknowledging the socio-political realities
of frightened people who might be driven to
violence and bigotry. The next speaker, Mr. Elsadig
Elsheikh (University of California-Berkeley)
spoke about how U.S. government policies and
practices disproportionately discriminate against
Muslims by federal measures and state legislation
that portray Muslims and Islam as incompatible
with, and threatening to, American values. Such
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measures, as shown by Elsheikh’s empirical
data, include unwarranted surveillance, profiling,
exclusion, and influencing the public opinion on
Muslims through Islamophobic discourses. This,

who have been stopped at airports – only because
they inhibit superficial registers associated with
Muslims. The fourth and final speaker, Dr. Talip
Küçükcan (Marmara University, Turkey), talked
about how post 9/11 securitization measures have
contributed to the construction of monolithic and
essentialist perceptions of Islam and Muslims; both
are being portrayed as violent and threatening.
Dr. Küçükcan reminded the audience that such
images have been produced to demonize Muslims
to shape regional events and the global power
balance. His presentation analyzed the political,
civic, intellectual and legal consequences of
the securitization of Muslims. The session was
moderated by CIGA Senior Research Associate,
Ms. Linda Hyökki.

he argued, relates to the re-emergence of White

SESSION VII: Conversation with
and neo-liberalism. The third speaker, Dr. Asim Scholars on Challenging and
Qureishi (CAGE, UK) explained in his presentation Confronting Islamophobia
nationalism – a consequence of forced migration

how the pathologizing of racism has to do with
cultural cues that are used to identify Muslims as
threats. Islamophobia, he argues, replicates such
logic of racism, pathologizing Muslim identities
and behaviors. Speaking from an expert position,
he reported how counterterrorism measures in the
UK use superficial registers such as names or looks
in order to detain people who are perceived as
“threats,” giving as an example Coptic Christians

D

escribing Islamophobia as a very dangerous
threat not only to Muslims but to all
humanity, the speakers in the concluding session
emphasized the importance o educating Muslims
about this growing menace. Dr. Anne Norton
argued that Islamophobia was part of a “greater
network of bigotry and xenophobia” including
that of antisemitism and anti-black racism. People
needed to be protected from the power of the
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state as well as from “torture, hunger, separation
from their families and deprivation,” she added.
Explaining the dangerous role of think-tanks in
rationalizing Islamophobia, Dr. Farid Hafez noted
that “like the counter-jihad movement, some
right-wing circles or different foundations support
specific political interests. They are supporting
think tanks in order to create knowledge.” He
added that they get funds to analyze the reality and
that there are certain think tanks that demonstrate
anti-Muslim agendas by offering advice to political
actors.
Dr. Asim Qureshi noted that Islamophobia is a
“kind of racism, not only because it employs the
logic of racism, but also because it pathologizes
Muslims.” Dr. Sami Al-Arin underlined that
understanding Islamophobia at every level is
important and that it needs to be confronted at
all levels. However, Mr. Ahmed Bedier argued that
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Islamophobia is more than just racism and that it
is a deliberate network with deep political roots.
Answering to this, Dr. Talip Küçukcan suggested a
legal framework against Islamophobia and insisted
that politicians within the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Member States need to raise
the issue and engage nation states in the battle. Dr.
Varsha Basheer emphasized the role of the Muslim
community and called for other power than the
intellect. Mr. Elsadig Elsheikh further argued
that there is a need for intervention at multiple
levels, including society, education, public policy.
Most importantly, he noted that Muslims need
to decolonize themselves. Dr. James Carr called
for Muslims to engage with the systems of state
with open eyes and to display a robust Muslim
identity. Finally, Dr. Shaireen Rasheed concluded
that Muslims must also build coalitions with other
communities and that scholars must play a crucial
role in translating their words into action.
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PALESTINE CONFERENCE
On April 27 – 29, 2019, CIGA and cosponsors, Ümmet Vakfı and Kudüs
Platformu, organized the first International Conference on Palestine at IZU
under the theme “The Question of Palestine: Examining History, Geopolitics,
and Future Prospects”. The conference gathered some of the most
accomplished scholars and activists from around the world.
a Palestinian issue but as an Israeli problem that
the world must deal with. She added that we see
that Palestinians are victims and cannot influence
global politics. And if in the process Israel gets
affected, our focus will shift on the ones who are
victimizing not the ones who are victimized.” Mr.
Mehmet Mahsun Yün said that bringing peace in
the Palestine will be more like bringing peace to
the world, given the gravity of the problem and its
vast political implications.

SESSION I: The Tragedy of Palestine:
Hegemony and Survival
OPENING SESSION

T

he opening session was moderated by CIGA
Director, Dr. Sami Al-Arian. He began by
thanking the speakers, sponsors, and participants.
The session had three panelists: Dr. Nasuh Uslu
(Vice-President İZÜ), Ms. Belkis İbrahimhakkioğlu
(President of İrfandan Medeniyete Association
and Kudüs Platformu) and Mr. Mehmet Mahsum
Yün (the CEO of Ümmet Vakfı). Dr. Uslu said that
the Palestinian problem endures and what lies at
the center of this problem is the Israeli occupation
of Palestine, the destruction it causes to the
region, and the expulsion and displacement of
the Palestinians. He further stated that our roles
as thinkers and people of conscience outside the
occupation is “comparatively more privileged
but arguably as important” and we as outsiders
must continue to seek out answers for the everemerging questions that define the future of the
Palestinian people. Ms. İbrahimhakkioğlu talked
about the different approaches to deal with the
Palestinian problem. “We consider this issue not as

I

n the first session of the International Conference
on Palestine titled “The Tragedy of Palestine:
Hegemony and Survival,” Dr. Ilan Pappé from
the University of Exeter emphasized the settler
colonialist nature of Israel. He highlighted that it is
a state based on the elimination of the indigenous
people in which settlers perceive themselves as
indigenous and claim this right by de-indigenizing
the natives and taking over their history, traditions,
food and customs. Dr. Pappé pointed out that
the Zionist leaders since the 1930s had never
questioned their self-professed right to seize as
much as they can of Palestinian land. The only
debatable issue was whether they should do
so while taking into consideration the issue of
international legitimacy.
HRH Chief Zwelivelile Mandela, the Chief of the
Mvezo Traditional Council in South Africa, spoke
about the parallels between the South African and
Palestinian struggles for freedom. He emphasized
that the former apartheid regime in South Africa
was supported by Western governments like the
U.S. which currently support Israeli apartheid and
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cover up its genocide and ethnic cleansing against
Palestinians. Chief Mandela reiterated the support
and solidarity of his country and its leaders to the
Palestinians by recalling his grandfather’s slogan:
“Our freedom is incomplete without the freedom
of the Palestinians.”
Prof. Sami Al-Arian analyzed the most likely
scenarios of ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
from a geopolitical lens. In his presentation, Dr.
Al-Arian addressed four key questions: what is
the genesis of the conflict? Is the creation of the
Zionist State the solution? What are the Israeli
strategic imperatives that sustain the Zionist
project? And the possible ways the conflict
might end? The session was moderated by CIGA
Research Associate, Ms. Amani Asenwar.

SESSION II: Discoursing the Palestinian
Narrative: The 1948 Forgotten
Palestinians, Palestinians Under
Occupation, The Refugees & Diaspora
Communities

T

his session started with Dr. Mohannad Mustafa
(University of Haifa) who highlighted the 1948
Palestinians’ position in the Palestinian cause
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under the framework of “settler colonialism.” He
referred to the historical future vision document
and its definition of the character of the state
and the relationship between the majority and
the minority. Israel is an “ethnocratic state” in a
formal democratic frame aiming to “Judaize” the
territory and the public sphere. He emphasized the
critical role of the Palestinians in Israel and their
significance towards the Palestinian cause. The
second speaker, Dr. Helga Baumgarten (Birzeit
University) declared that Palestinian resistance has
been unsuccessful in terms of liberating their land
and gaining their freedom, but is still persisting.
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The major political movements, which developed
resistance narratives, such as the PFLP, Fatah, and
Hamas dominate Palestinian politics and society,
but without unified narratives. However, aspiring
activists are developing new narratives to reunite Palestinians behind one strategy. Through
the history of the Palestinian National Movement,
she argued that art might be one of the best ways
to bring back the resistance to its original focus.
Finally, Dr. Salman Abu-Sitta (Palestine Land
Society, UK) underlined the exiled Palestinians’
efforts to restore the right of return. He also argued
that Palestinian refugees in Gaza are the heart of
the Palestinian national movement. In addition,
Palestinian in the diaspora have risen to action,
through conferences and BDS-related activities.
He referred to the role of the Oslo accords and
the need for more Palestinian struggle. Finally,
he called for a public national movement to
maintain such efforts. The session was moderated
by Dr. Gökhan Bozbaş, from Necmettin Erbakan
University.

SESSION III: Asking the Hard
Questions: The Right of Return, Israeli
Settlements, Jerusalem

T

he session began with Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi
of San Francisco State University discussing
the importance of narrative building and the
future of the Palestinian cause. Dr. Abdulhadi
highlighted the many ways in which Palestinians
have resisted the discursive and material pressures
of the occupation, as well as the ways in which
the occupation has forced Palestinians to think
creatively about some of the central questions of
the cause. Following Dr. Abdulhadi, Dr. Ilan Pappe
spoke about the problem of Israeli settlements
and the way in which increasing numbers of
settlers have permanently changed the dynamic
of the land and the prospects for a future solution
on the 1967 borders. Finally, Dr. Tareq Al-Suwaidan
presented his talk on the issue of Jerusalem
and its centrality to the Palestinian cause. He
argued that no future political solution is possible
without a permanent solution to the problem of

Jerusalem, given its historical importance not only
to the Palestinian people but also to Muslims the
world over. The session was moderated by CIGA
Research Associate, Mr. Riad Alarian.

SESSION IV: Future of the Palestinian
National Movement in a Changing
Regional Landscape

T

he fourth session started with Dr. Wael Abdelal,
(University of Applied Sciences in Gaza)
who attempted to update our understanding
of the situation in Gaza in 2019. He discussed
the humanitarian, socio-economic, and political
situations at present and explored the potential
future scenarios of the Gaza Strip considering the
complicated context of the whole Middle East.
Dr. Saleh Abdel Jawad, (Birzeit University) then
presented a critique of the paradigm that considers
the two main current Palestinians political parties
equal and necessary to the Palestinian national
movement. He focused on the political economy
of the Palestinian Authority, and the differences in
the means of achieving political goals, as well as
the different regional alliances. He also analyzed
the obstacles that prevent sporadic resistance
leading toward a third intifada. Dr. Abdel Jawad
concluded with a discussion on US president
Donald Trump’s decision to recognize Israel’s
annexation of the Golan Heights.
11
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The third speaker, Mr. Hani Masri, (Masarat Center
for Studies) addressed the reason why the PLO
followed the path it did regarding the Oslo
Accords. He discussed the strategies adopted
since the outbreak of the Palestinian national
movement in 1965. In addition, he addressed the
impact of the Oslo agreement on the Palestinians,
and the chances of success in achieving the goal
of ending the occupation and embodying the
Palestinian state. The session was moderated by
Dr. Ahmed Atawna, director of the think tank,
Vision for Political Development in Istanbul.

SESSION V: The Struggle for Palestine:
Empowerment Strategies

T

he session began with Dr. Loubna Qutami
speaking about the important role Palestinian
youth have played and continue to play on the
question of Palestine. She highlighted the many
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ways in which the youth have shaped the narrative
and how they have a unique opportunity to play
a grassroots role toward a future solution to the
cause. Dr. Islah Jad followed by discussing the
role feminist movements have played in Palestine,
especially as it pertains to the formation of social
movements of resistance. She also discussed the
way feminist movements have been viewed and
treated by major segments of Palestinian civil
society, including political figures in positions of
power and influence. Ms. Rawan Damen delivered
her presentation on the role of social media in
resisting the occupation. She highlighted the ways
in which social media can be used as a tool to
tackle false information about Palestine, and how
future generations concerned about Palestine
must focus on social media tactics if they wish
to be successful. Dr. Ramzy Baroud delivered his
presentation on the importance of empowering
Palestinian voices. He argued that Palestinian
writers, thinkers, artists, and intellectuals must be
empowered and allowed by both Palestinians and
their allies to lead the movement, rather than giving
precedence to non-Palestinian voices, as has often
been the case. Finally, Mr. Frank Barat discussed
the role of the international solidarity movement
and the role they can play to place pressure on the
occupation. In his view, the international solidarity
movement has one of the most important roles to
play given their resources and international reach.
The session was moderated by CIGA Research
Associate, Ms. Butheina Hamdah.

SESSION VI: Exploring Liberation
Theology in the Palestinian Struggle

D

r. Marc Ellis (Baylor University) explained how
the State of Israel is a response to the twists
and turns of European Christian history. He argued
that there was evil committed by the birth of Israel
including the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian
people in their homeland. Furthermore, he
elaborated that in his books, he always pointed to
an ethical path, in which the wrongdoing of Jewish
people against the Palestinians are addressed. For
him, the first Palestinian Intifada was an occasion
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co-opt Muslim faith for the agenda of empire,
and it offers a vision of justice and compassion,
especially for marginalized and needy people. Dr.
Esack ended his talk by noting that the Qur’an by its
own admission is an inspiration against oppression
and injustice, and that Muslims must pledge
themselves to work against all forms of racism
and discrimination, including anti-Semitism. The
session was moderated by CIGA Senior Research
Associate, Mr. Fadi Zatari.
for a forward movement in this regard. However,
Israel, by the assistance of supporting political
establishments in America, foreclosed any
possibility for an ethical solution. Even more, he
argued, these establishments made sure that there
will be no way forward on this issue. Therefore, for
Dr. Ellis, a Jewish theology of liberation not only
ought to question what Israel did and still does
against Palestinians, but also what is occurring in
the Jewish community worldwide more broadly.
The second speaker, Dr. Ulrich Duchrow (University
of Heidelberg in Germany) explained how the
symbolic understanding of Europe and Western
civilization as superior to all others leads to racism
and arrogance. He argued that in the context of
imperial capitalism, racism, and arrogance, the
State of Israel came into being. Additionally, he
stated that Western colonial powers enabled the
colonization of Palestinian land. Today, despite all
that it has done against the Palestinians, Israel is
still seen as the victim, which is the result of the
aforementioned narrative. Dr. Duchrow believes
that the ultimate price is being paid by the
Palestinian people.

SESSION VII: Future Prospects of the
Palestinian Cause: Legal, Political, and
International Perspectives

O

utlining the historical trajectory of IsraeliPalestinian conflict in relation to international
law Professor John Quigley (Ohio State University)
argued that although there have been instances in
the history of International Law and UN practice
dealing with subject of settler colonialism (like
apartheid in South Africa), Palestine has not
been treated well by international institutions.
While there have been no occasions where the
international community has affirmed Israel’s
aggressions against Palestine as lawful, there are
many cases in which UN member states have failed
to explicitly condemn Israel. The second speaker,
Mr. Mouin Rabbani (Institute of Palestine Studies,
USA), discussed several measures adopted by the
Trump administration that have had destructive
effects to the aspiration of Palestinians including
the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital,
the termination of the USA-IAD program in the

Lastly, Dr. Farid Esack (University of Johannesburg,
South Africa) stated that liberation theology
developed in the concrete struggle for liberation.
For him, the starting point in liberation theology
ought to be that God is the God of all creations.
He believes that we should seek to express the
Islamic narrative to identify with the oppressed
and marginalized people. Furthermore, Islamic
liberation theology rejects all or any attempt to
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SESSION VIII: Challenges and
Responses: The Pro-Israeli Lobbies,
Normalization, and Building a
Transnational Solidarity Movement

D

occupied Palestinian territories, the closing of the
PLO mission to the U.S. and the expulsion of its
diplomats, the recognition of the Israeli annexation
of occupied Syrian Golan Heights, and the refusal
to characterize the West Bank and Gaza Strip
as “occupied territories.” In addition, the Trump
Administration has terminated funds to relief
agencies for Palestinian refugees, has recognized
Israel’s sovereignty over occupied East Jerusalem,
has closed the U.S. consulate in East Jerusalem,
and has introduced the policy of vetoing the
nomination of any Palestinian to positions in
United Nations as a representative of the PA.
Many of these changes in U.S. policy represent
a clear break with the international consensus
on the question of Palestine and have a broader
agenda of degrading the international system and
eliminating international laws and accountability,
thus making U.S. power the sole arbitrator in
international affairs. The third speaker, Dr. Norman
Finkelstein (Academic and Author), underlined the
shifting condition of Palestinian struggle from the
great march of return to BDS. As he argued, the
great march of return dwindles due to shortage of
finance, fragmented nature of Palestinian struggle
and lack of support from key international actors
and institutions. The session was moderated by
IZU’s Political Science Department Chair, Dr. Ömer
Çaha .
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uring the final session of the conference, Ms.
Samar Dahmash-Jarrah raised two issues
on pro-Israeli lobbying in the U.S. through the
‘legislative efforts’ to criminalize Israeli boycotts
and targeting ‘campus-activism’. She illustrated
the countless ways the U.S. provides support
for Israel and its lobbies, particularly in the
U.S. Congress. Ms. Huda Ammori (Palestinian
Solidarity Campaign, UK) discussed the national
BDS campaign in the UK by giving examples of
her work against Manchester University and HSBC
for investing in Israeli companies complicit in the
occupation. Dr. Berdal Aral (Istanbul Medeniyet
University) addressed the concept of normalization
by focusing on South Africa during the apartheid
era and looking at the Camp David Accords in the
context of its ethical and legal implications. He
urged against the normalization of the occupation
and urged for an Arab union against Israeli
atrocities. Finally, Mr. Na’eem Jeenah (University
of Witwatersrand, South Africa) distinguished
solidarity as a political act rather than a form of
humanitarian assistance. Referring to pacifist
solidarity as romanticism and delegitimizing,
he recommended transnational solidarity
and networks of solidarity for marginalized
Palestinians and a strong leadership. The session
was moderated by Mr. Junaid Ahmad of Lahore
University of Management Sciences in Pakistan.
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P

resident of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Sardar Masood Khan visited

CIGA on May 2, 2019 where he met its
Director, staff, researchers and dozens of
IZU students and visitors. President Khan
held a one-on-one meeting with Prof. Sami
Al-Arian during which the two discussed
the aim, vision, and mission for the research
center. President Khan invited Dr. AlArian to pay a visit to Muzaffarabad in the
future. After the meeting, President Khan
addressed a seminar titled “Kashmir, the
struggle for freedom, and the right to selfdetermination: A history of resistance and
resilience.” President Khan explained that a
war between Pakistan and India would be
“nuclear Armageddon” and that the whole
world would be affected. “If there was a
nuclear conflict between the two countries,
20 million people could die immediately,”
Khan said, adding, “the Kashmir conflict
should be resolved and peace should be
established, we have no other options.” A
career-diplomat who represented Pakistan
at the United Nations before becoming
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President of AJK, Khan stressed that Kashmir
is the reason for a political and military
conflict between Pakistan and India since
1947. “A permanent solution would stop
these conflicts,” he emphasized. “The conflict
in Kashmir is not only related to politics,
economy and geopolitics, but it is also a
human tragedy,” Khan argued, asking the
United Nations and neighboring countries to
contribute to the solution.
***
n May 24, 2019, American-Israeli human

elaborated how Israel continuously pushes

rights activist and author Miko Peled

the Palestinians out of the city through many

visited CIGA and spoke on “The Deal of the

methods including violence. For him, the aim

Century and the Fate of Jerusalem: How

of the “Deal of the Century” is to legitimize

Trump and Netanyahu plan to undermine

Israeli policy in Judaizing Jerusalem beginning

Arabs and Muslims in the Holy City.” In his

from the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians

talk, Peled emphasized the significance of

in 1948 until the present. Furthermore, the

Jerusalem, and how it is the central issue

deal is an alarming sign for the reason that it

for Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims. He also

gives Israel a green light to do more against

O

the Palestinians in the future but especially in
Jerusalem.
Peled stated that if we do not talk in more
clear ways about Jerusalem, the city will be
lost in the future. As a method to counter
the Israeli colonization of Jerusalem, Peled
stressed the role of BDS in this regard. He
finished his lecture by stating that “There is
a reality on the ground in Israel that is one
of Apartheid-like system. Israeli Jews are like
the ‘Whites’ of South Africa, and Palestinians
as the ‘Blacks’. Palestine from the river to
the sea should be free, no checkpoints. And
if we dream about it, if we envision it, it will
happen.
17

STAFF ACTIVITIES
In May 2019, CIGA Director, Dr. Sami AlArian, met with several institutions in Doha,
Qatar, to discuss future joint programs and
research projects with CIGA. The individuals
and institutions included Qatar University
President Dr. Hasan Al-Dirham, Dr. Yasir
Solaiman, the Provost of Doha Institute for
Graduate Studies, Dr. Emad Shahin, Dean
of the College of Islamic Studies at Hamad
Bin Khalifa University, and Dr. Mohammed
Mukhtar Al-Khalil, Director of Al Jazeera
Centre for Studies.
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ORSAM Conference
On July 9-10, Dr. Al-Arian participated in
a conference organized by the Institute of
Middle East Studies conference in Ankara
(ORSAM). The international conference was
on Emigration and Diaspora in the Middle
East, where Dr. Al-Arian moderated a session
on this important phenomenon and its
impact on the Middle East and Europe.

Al Jazeera/IRA Panel
On July 11, 2019, Dr. Al-Arian was one
of the panelists in a two-hour event
commemorating the sixth anniversary of the
2013 coup in Egypt. The event was carried live
on Al-Jazeera Mubasher News Channel and
was sponsored by the International Relations
Academy (IRA) in Istanbul. Dr. Al-Arian spoke
about the concept of revolutionary change
and the different success factors related to
revolutions. He also presented an analysis of
the political forces in Egypt and critique of
the Muslim Brotherhood rule while in power
prior to the coup.
Lectures on Geopolitics
In the past few months Dr. Al-Arian gave
several lectures on Geopolitics including The
Geopolitics of the US-China Dispute at the
Egyptian Institute, and the Geopolitics of the
US-Iran Confrontation at FİDER Society in
Başakşehir. He also presented 3 lectures at
CIGA summer school: What is Geopolitics?,
the Geopolitics and Political Economy of
the United States, and the Geopolitics of the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
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STAFF ACTIVITIES

Kunuz Summer School

Şehir University Lecture

CIGA cosponsored a leadership
program with the organization Kunuz
for Leadership Development between
July 5-26, 2019. Dr. Al-Arian spoke
during the opening ceremony on July 5
emphasizing the importance of building
leadership qualities from a young age
in order to advance societies and affect
a meaningful and positive change. Over
150 participants joined the program
from over 20 countries with ages
ranging from eleven to eighteen years.

On July 12, 2019, Dr. Al-Arian spoke
for two hours at the leadership
program of the summer program
of the Business school at Şehir
University in Istanbul. He talked
about his experience in the US in a
lecture titled “Leadership in Times of
Adversity: My Personal Experience in
the United States.”
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T

he Real Politics of the Horn of Africa: Money, War and the Business of Power is a book
by Alex De Waal based on his ethnographic study of the contemporary politics of the

Horn of Africa whose focus is to show how politics in the volatile, war torn countries of East
Africa (i.e. Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia) is driven by money. Based on his long-time
career in these countries both as a researcher and practitioner, the author recalls how the
leaders of these countries run their governments, conduct their business, fight their wars,
occasionally make peace, and sustain their power. The book analyzes Horn of Africa politics
in terms of “the political marketplace,” an arena where politics operates much like a market.
The author advanced the realist assumption that political actors and aspirants may have
ideals and interest to pursue political agendas, but the quality of operating in a marketplace
wherein power is transacted for material benefits reduces politics into a “market” given that
the determinants of success become political business skills, and nothing else. The logic of
the political market diminishes people to commodities and politics to interpersonal relations
and bargaining over material rewards. Political ideologies, historical memory and ethnicity
have no space in the political marketplace of the Horn. This makes the region, where politics
is business and business are politics, a living testament about the triumph of the mercantile
logic of the political marketplace overriding other ways of organizing political and social life.

By: Jemal Adem Muhamed, CIGA Research Associate
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BOOK DISCUSSION

T

he argument in Libya in Western Foreign Policies (2016), authored by Saskia Van Genugten,
is that despite the discovery of vast natural resources, throughout its history Libya has

been seen as a peripheral state by the most powerful international players. Over the course
of eight chapters, the author traces the political and economic development of Libya during
different historical periods. The book compares Libyan relations among Western governments
such as England, France, Italy and the U.S. The most provocative argument in the book is that
Libya, itself with its given peripheral/no-belonging position, is a country always vulnerable
to external influences. It is such because Libya has never been under the full protection of
any serious global or regional power and that it has both a weak national identity and weak
institutions. More than a century ago, western contenders clearly constituted the path of Libya
as a state after it had been considered as the scraps of the “imperialist scramble for Africa.”
While Britain focused on the eastern part of Libya (Cyrenaica), The French concentrated on
the southern desert (Fezzan). Italy was the first power which established itself in the western
part of Libya (Tripolitania). Italy was the least of the great European powers—treated as
inferior to Britain and France. On the surface, Libya and its relationships to western powers
ranged between conflict and consensus, while behind that façade a more suspicious and
complex web of geopolitical and economic interests unfolded. The arguments of this book
present a great challenge to those who bet on the existence of a liberal international system
devoid of imperial ambitions and foreign interventions.

By: Imad Atoui, CIGA Research Associate
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