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Note: These recommendations are the result of the first conference on
Islamophobia organized by CIGA in April 2018 with over 25 scholars
and experts.

Not: Bu tavsiyeler, CIGA tarafindan Nisan 2018'de 25'in iizerinde
akademisyen ve uzmanin katilimiyla diizenlenen islamofobi konulu ilk
konferansin sonucudur.
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First CIGA International Islamophobia Conference
Summary of Recommendations

Introduction

Islamophobia is commonly defined as the intense or irrational hatred,
hostility, and fear of Islam. It perpetuates negative stereotypes resulting
in bias, discrimination, and the marginalization and exclusion of Muslims
or Islamic activists from social, political, and civic life. Moreover, it has
manifested itself as a form of structural racism that is directed at a
perceived or real Muslim threat through the maintenance and extension
of existing disparities in economic, political, social and cultural relations.
Islamophobia essentially dehumanizes Muslims and thus rationalizes the
use of violence against them as a tool. It reintroduces and reaffirms a
global racial structure through which resource distribution disparities are
maintained and extended.

This phenomenon may have always existed in varying degrees in many
societies, but it has in the last few decades become prevalent around the
world, especially in the West after 9/11 and the so-called war on terror.
In recent years, many of its aspects have become institutionalized through
official policies and state structures. In addition, it has been featured in
many political campaigns and parties, especially in the U.S. and Europe,
causing not only distrust and alienation for significant segments within
these societies, but also tension and polarization in many communities
around the world. Unfortunately, Islamophobia has unleashed a lucrative
industry led by dangerous interest groups with extremist political,
social, and economic agendas. If unchecked, it threatens perpetual wars
and destruction causing immeasurable pain and suffering.

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) at Istanbul Sabahattin
Zaim University (1ZU) has organized its first International Conference on
Islamophobia in April 2018 and featured some of the most notable
scholars from Turkey and around the world. The conference explored the
impact of Islamophobia on culture, society, politics, and international
relations. In a special session at the conclusion of the conference, the



participating academics and experts discussed and offered important
recommendations on how to deal with these destructive phenomena. A
summary of these recommendations for Governments, NGO’s, religious
communities, the media, and individuals are included in this booklet. It’s
our hope that officials, civil servants, journalists and other media
professionals, community members, activists, and the public in general
will do their best to adopt these recommendations.

Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University (1ZU)
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First CIGA International Islamophobia Conference
Summary of Recommendations

I. NGOs and Religious Communities
Establishing meaningful relationships with the Christian community
(and all religious groups).
Focused research and education on Islamophobia (i.e., integration,
comparative studies, engagement, relevatization, self-criticism).
Building civil rights coalitions focused on Islamophobia (for those
who work on civil rights and Islamophobia).
Establishing a rapid response team center that will respond to
Islamophobes and their campaigns.
Delinking Islamophobia from Combating Violent Extremism (CVE)
or their extensions (for all NGOs and individuals who work on
Islamophobia).
Establish institutions that focus on organizing, lobbying, and
capacity building.
Establishing youth groups and NGOS for cooperation and having
joint programs or groups.
Putting Islamophobia in the context of the politics of empire and
imperialist policies, as well as expose its tie and link to Zionism.
Normalizing Islam and Muslims in non-Muslim societies, and
addressing Islamophobia in popular culture.
Empowering and establishing political empowerment programs and
training youth, specifically those in Western societies.
Establishing investigative research and journalism to track funders
and organizers of Islamophobia.
Building alliances based on political struggle, resistance and
solidarity across ethnic and religious and other communities as a
strategic necessity.
Linking up with other institutions fighting all forms of racism,
especially those which are pro-war/anti-peace or corporations like
the military industrial complex.
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Il. Governments
A. Muslim-majority Country Governments
Incubate funds (perhaps a wagf) towards connecting Islamophobia
groups working and studying and focusing on Islamophobia.
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to make Islamophobia as
a specific project especially by targeting owners and funders of
businesses or organizations like Estee Lauder, by instituting some
boycott/sanctions-type policies.
For legislators: Hold hearings in Parliament by experts to expose
Islamophobia and take legal action against individuals and
organizations that support Islamophobia.
Undo the age of terrorism and expose the excesses the War on Terror
and start changing the language.
Have representatives of Muslim states in Europe and the US to
connect and link up with groups and individuals in those countries
working against Islamophobia.
Connect cold and hot forms of Islamophobia specifically to unify
likeminded organizations or states to play the role of confronting
Islamophobia seriously and reduce idea of nationalism in Muslim
world.
Formulate a position that is based on justice and freedom specifically
initiatives such as full support of BDS as a model against this form of
racism in the Palestinian context.
Completely embrace academic freedom at all levels.
Tackle structural forms of Islamophobia through monitoring the court
systems and procedures.
Engage different actors and challenges of representation of Islam and
Muslims in society, particularly with those related to Islamophobic
or hidden agendas.
Deal with the violation of human rights against dissidents deal with
it.
Understand that universities in Muslim majority countries must be
decolonized, especially their systems of education not be Western-
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centric or have right wing epistemology. Clean up knowledge
production.

Break from politics of sectarianism so not to be exploited as a fault
line by Islamophobes.

Understand new modality, if you cannot be controlled you will be
destroyed using whatever means available.

B. Non-Muslim Majority Country Governments

Make education curriculum inclusive toward other faiths, especially
promoting how crucial diversity is in the minds of young people.
Establish law enforcement component and mechanism to confront
racism and discrimination and tackle Islamophobia on physical and
discourse levels.

Establish training and sensitivity courses with officials or others who
deal with Muslims.

Implement policies that integrate Muslim groups into society.

I11. Media
Have more shared media.
Contact newspaper editors, journalists, and TV series to either
commend or correct falsehood.
Provide more visible role models in the area of arts, music, media,
and other areas in popular culture.
Engage in public diplomacy as an alternative to state media (that are
sometimes viewed as propaganda).
Use dramas (soap operas) and other popular culture that can
positively portray Muslims and an Islamic way of life on TV.
Build relationships with objective and friendly media personnel and
these friendships can extend and allow space for you that may not be
there otherwise.
Write op-ed pieces and letters to the editors on a regular basis.
Disseminate positive images in the media, especially as byproducts
of workshops, seminars and conferences.



10.

11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

Hiring PR firms not to write your message, but to help in getting that
message in a professional form and to be widely distributed.

Create your own media outlets if possible, including blogs, podcasts,
YouTube videos, books, journals, etc.

Use comedy to connect with others by creating your own comedies
and comedians.

Promote our own media and media outlets.

Protest with public campaigns and effective use of social media to
promote your message.

Build, strengthen, encourage alternative media.

Train all students in writing op-ed pieces.

IV. Individuals
Cultivate more sense through social practice of day-to-day (use of
ethical reasoning), focusing on countering consequences of
Islamophobia rather than saying Muslims are the reasons for
Islamophobia.
Become a role model for what you believe in.
Engage in transcultural activism.
As an individual, understand how to relate to the state in order to
repair Muslim-state relations but at the same time maintaining
distance from the state.
On the issue of integration, have a middle ground without
compromising your core principles.
As individuals, have the will, capacity, and time commitment to
confront Islamophobia — something everyone should examine
within himself or herself.
To fight the evil side and manifestations of Islamophobia within
Muslim-majority countries, radical salafism, negative aspects of
secular nationalism, chauvinistic sectarianism, etc.
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Participants: Academics and Experts

Fatimah Binti Abdullah, Academic, Malaysia.
Kaarina Aitamurto, Researcher, Finland.

Sami A. Al-Arian, Academic, Director, Turkey.
Sahar Aziz, Academic, U.S.

Hatem Bazian, Academic, U.S.

Ahmed Bedier, President of NGO, U.S.

Farhan Chak, Academic, Qatar.

Burak Erdenir, Diplomat, Turkey.

Todd Green, Academic, U.S.

Ramon Grosfuguel, Academic, U.S.

Farid Hafez, Academic, Austria.

Ali Huseyinoglu, Academic, Turkey.

Erhan I¢ener, Academic, Turkey.

Nazia Kazi, Academic, U.S.

Mohammed Marandi, Academic, Iran.
Mohammed Moussa, Academic, Turkey.
Mohamed Nawab Osman, Academic, Singapore.
Salman Sayyid, Academic, U.K.

Maung Zarni, Human Rights Activist, U.K.
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CIGA Islamofobi Konferansi Onerileri
Oneri Ozeti

Giris
Islamofobi, yaygm olarak islam'a karsi yogun veya akil dis1 nefret,
diismanlik ve korku olarak tammlamr. Onyargi, ayrimcilik ve
Miisliimanlarin veya Islami aktivistlerin sosyal, politik ve kentsel
yasamdan marjinallestirilmesi ve dislanmasiyla sonuglanan olumsuz
stereotipleri siirdiiriir. Dahasi, ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal ve Kkiiltiirel
iligkilerdeki mevcut esitsizliklerin siirdiiriilmesi ve genisletilmesi yoluyla
algilanan veya gercek bir Miisliiman tehdidine yonelik bir yapisal irkgilik
bi¢imi olarak kendini gostermistir. Islamofobi esasen Miisliimanlar
insanliktan ¢ikarir ve boylece onlara karsit siddetin bir ara¢ olarak
kullanilmasin1 rasyonalize eder. Kaynak dagilimi esitsizliklerinin
stirdiiriildiigii ve genisletildigi kiiresel bir 1rksal yapiy1 yeniden tanitiyor
ve yeniden dogruluyor.
Bu fenomen bir¢ok toplumda her zaman degisen derecelerde var olmus
olabilir, ancak son birka¢ on yilda diinya ¢apinda, 6zellikle 11 Eyliil'den
ve sozde terorle savastan sonra Bati'da yaygin hale geldi. Son yillarda
bircok yonii resmi politikalar ve devlet yapilart araciligiyla
kurumsallagmistir. Ayrica basta ABD ve Avrupa olmak iizere bir¢cok
siyasi kampanya ve partide yer almig, bu toplumlarin 6nemli kesimlerinde
giivensizlik ve yabancilasmaya yol actigi gibi, diinya ¢apinda birgok
toplulukta da gerilim ve kutuplasmaya neden olmustur. Ne yazik ki
Islamofobi, asirilik yanlisi siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik giindemleri olan
tehlikeli ¢ikar gruplarinin onderlik ettigi kazangh bir endiistriyi serbest
birakti. Kontrol edilmezse, Ol¢lilemez ac1 ve istiraba neden olan stirekli
savaslar1 ve yikimi tehdit eder.
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim Universitesi'ndeki (IZU) islam ve Kiiresel
Mliskiler Merkezi (CIGA), Nisan 2018'de ilk Uluslararas1 islamofobi
Konferansi'm1 diizenledi ve Tiirkiye'den ve diinyadan en Onemli
akademisyenlerden bazilarini agirladi. Konferans, Islamofobinin kiltiir,
toplum, siyaset ve uluslararas: iligkiler tizerindeki etkisini arastirdi.
Konferansin sonunda diizenlenen 06zel bir oturumda, katilan
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akademisyenler ve uzmanlar, bu yikici fenomenle nasil basa ¢ikilacagi
konusunda tartisti ve 6nemli Onerilerde bulundu. Hiikiimetler, STK'lar,
dini topluluklar, medya ve bireyler i¢in bu tavsiyelerin bir 6zeti bu
kitapgikta yer almaktadir. Yetkililerin, memurlarin, gazetecilerin ve diger
medya profesyonellerinin, topluluk iyelerinin, aktivistlerin ve genel
olarak halkin bu tavsiyeleri benimsemek i¢in ellerinden gelenin en iyisini
yapacaklarini umuyoruz.

Islam ve Kiiresel Iliskiler Merkezi (CIGA)
Istanbul Zaim Universitesi (1Z0)

CIGA islamofobi Konferans: Onerileri
Oneri Ozeti
I. STK'lar ve Dini Topluluklar

1. Hristiyan camiasi (ve tiim dini gruplar) ile anlaml iliskiler kurmak.

2. Islamofobi odakli arastirma ve egitim (entegrasyon, karsilastirmali
calismalar, katilim, yeniden degerlendirme, 6zelestiri vb).

3. Islamofobi odakl1 sivil haklar koalisyonlar1 olusturmak (sivil haklar
ve Islamofobi iizerinde galisanlar icin).

4, Islamofobiklere ve kampanyalarina cevap verecek hizli yanit ekip
merkezinin kurulmasi.

5. Islamofobiyi CVE'den aymrmak (Islamofobi iizerine ¢alisan tiim
STK'lar ve bireyler igin).

6. Orgiitlenmeye, lobi faaliyetlerine ve kapasite gelistirmeye odaklanan
kurumlar olusturmak.

7. [Isbirligi icin genglik gruplar1 / STK'lar kurmak / ortak programlar
veya gruplara sahip olmak.

8. [Islamofobiyi imparatorluk siyaseti baglamina sokmak, onu
Siyonizme baglamak/ alakalandirmak.

9. Islam1 ve Miisliimanlar1 normallestirme iizerine, popiiler kiiltiirde
Islamofobiyi ele almak.

12
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Siyasi gii¢lendirme programlarinin desteklenmesi ve kurulmasi,
ozellikle Bat1 toplumlarindakiler olmak iizere genglerin egitilmesi.
Islamofobi'ye fon saglayanlar1 ve organizatorleri takip etmek icin
arastirmaci habercilik ve arastirmalar olusturmak.

Stratejik bir gereklilik olarak etnik, dini ve diger topluluklar arasinda
siyasi miicadele, direnis Ve dayanismaya dayali ittifaklar kurmak.
Basta savas yanlist / baris karsiti olanlar veya askeri sanayi
kompleksi gibi sirketler olmak tizere irk¢ilikla miicadele eden her
tirli kurumla baglanti kurmak.

1. Hiikiimet

A. Miisliiman Cogunluklu Ulke Hiikiimetleri

Islamofobi iizerine ¢alisan, okuyan ve odaklanan gruplar arasinda
baglanti kurmak icin fonlar (belki bir vakif) tiretilmesi.

Islam Igbirligi Teskilati'nmn (OIC), dzellikle Estee Lauder gibi isletme
veya kuruluslarin sahiplerini / fon verenlerini hedef alarak, bazi
boykot / yaptirim tipi politikalar uygulayarak Islamofobiyi belirli bir
proje haline getirmesi.

Yasa koyucular igin: Islamofobiyi ortaya ¢ikarmak ve Islamofobiyi
destekleyen kisi ve kuruluslara karsi yasal islem baglatmak i¢in
Parlamentoda uzmanlar tarafindan oturumlar diizenlenmesi.
Terorizm ¢agmin silinmesi ve dili degistirmeye baslanmasi.
Islamofobiye kars1 ¢alisan iilkelerdeki gruplar ve bireylerle baglanti
kurmak ve baglanti kurmak i¢in Avrupa/ABD'deki Miisliiman
devletlerin temsilcilerine sahip olmak.

Islamofobi ile ciddi sekilde miicadelede rol almak ve Islam
diinyasinda milliyetgilik fikrini azaltmak i¢in benzer diisiincedeki
kuruluslar1 veya devletleri birlestirmek adina 6zellikle Islamofobinin
soguk ve sicak bi¢imlerini baglamak.

Filistin baglaminda bu tiir irk¢iliga karsi bir model olarak BDS'ye tam
destek verilmesi gibi inisiyatifler basta olmak {izere adalet ve
ozgiirliige dayal1 bir tutum formiile edilmesi.
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Her diizeyde akademik 6zgiirliigiin tamamen benimsenmesi.
Mahkeme sistemlerini ve prosediirlerini izleyerek Islamofobinin
yapisal bigimlerinin ele alinmast.

Farkli aktorlerin ve temsil zorluklarimin dahil edilmesi.

Bununla ugrasan muhaliflere kargi insan haklari ihlalleriyle basa
¢ikilmasi.

Miisliiman cogunluklu iilkelerdeki iiniversitelerimize
dekolonizasyon gerektiginin, Ozellikle egitim sistemlerinin Bati
merkezli veya sagci epistemolojiye sahip olmamasi gerektiginin
anlasilmasi. Bilgi tiretiminin temizlenmesi.

Islamofobikler tarafindan fay hatt:i olarak kullamlmamak igin
mezhepgilik siyasetinden ayrilma.

Yeni modalitenin  anlasilmasi, kontrol edilemezseniz  yok
edileceksiniz.

B. Gayrimiislim Cogunluklu Ulke Hiikiimetleri

Egitim miifredatin1 diger inanglar1 kapsayict hale getirmek, 6zellikle
de ¢esitliligin genglerin zihninde ne kadar énemli oldugunun tesvik
edilmesi.

Irkgilik ve ayrimeilikla yiizlesmek/Islamofobi ile fiziksel ve sdylem
diizeylerinde  miicadele  etmek i¢in  kolluk  kuvvetleri
bileseni/mekanizmasi.

Yetkililerle veya Miisliimanlarla ilgilenen diger kisilerle egitim /
duyarlilik kurslart.

Miisliiman gruplar1 topluma entegre eden politikalarin uygulanmasi.

I11. Medya

Daha fazla paylasilir medyaya sahip olunmasi.

Yanlishigi elestirmek veya diizeltmek igin gazete editorleri,
gazeteciler ve TV dizileriyle iletisime gegilmesi.

Sanat, miizik, medya ve popiiler kiiltiiriin diger alanlarinda daha
gortiniir rol modellerin saglanmasi.
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Devlet medyasina alternatif olarak (bazen propaganda olarak
goriilen) kamu diplomasisi ile alakadar olunmasi.

Televizyonda Miisliimanlar1 ve Islami bir yasam tarzin1 olumlu bir
sekilde tasvir edebilecek dramalar (pembe diziler) ve diger popiiler
kiiltiirlerin kullanima.

Nesnel ve arkadas canlis1 medya personeli ile iliskiler kurulmasi. Bu
arkadasliklar aksi takdirde olusmama ihtimali olan bir alanin
genislemesine olanak saglayabilir.

Editorlere diizenli olarak makaleler ve mektuplar yazilmasi.
Ozellikle atolye, seminer ve konferanslarin yan iiriinleri olarak
medyada olumlu imajlar yaymak.

Halkla iligkiler (PR) firmalarinin mesajinizt yazmasi igin degil,
mesajin profesyonel bir sekilde alinmasina ve yayginlagsmasina
yardimci olmasi i¢in tutulmasi.

Bloglar, podcastler, YouTube videolar, kitaplar, dergiler vb. dahil
olmak iizere miimkiinse kendi medya kuruluslarinizin olusturulmasi.
Kendi komedilerinizi/komedyenlerinizi yaratarak baskalariyla
baglant1 kurmak i¢in komedinin kullanilmasi.

Kendi medyamizin ve medya kuruluslarimizin tanitimi.

Mesajimizin duyurulmasi i¢in halka agik kampanyalar ve sosyal
medyanin etkin kullanimi ile protesto edilmesi.

Alternatif medya olusturulmasi, giiglendirilmesi ve tesvik edilmesi.
Tiim dgrencilerin makale yazma konusunda egitilmesi.

IV. Bireyler

Miisliimanlarin Islamofobi'ye neden olduklarim sdylemek yerine,
Islamofobinin sonuglarina karsi koymaya odaklanarak, giinliik
sosyal uygulamalarla (etik akil yiirtitmenin kullanimi) daha fazla
anlam gelistirilmesi.

Inandigimiz sey igin bir rol model olun.

Kiiltiirlerarasi aktivizme katilin.
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Bir birey olarak, Miisliiman-devlet iligkilerini onarmak igin devletle
nasil iligki kurulacaginin anlasilmasi, ancak ayn1 zamanda devletle
mesafenin korunmasi.

Entegrasyon konusunda, temel ilkelerinizden 6diin vermeden orta bir
zemine sahip olunmasi.

Her bireyin islamofobi ile yiizlesmek icin irade, kapasite ve zaman
taahhiidii oldugundan, herkesin kendi i¢ muhasebesini yapmasi
gerekmektedir.

Misliman ¢ogunluklu {ilkelerdeki radikal Selefilik, sekiiler
milliyetcilik, sovenist mezhepgilik vb. Islamofobinin  kotii
tezahiirleriyle miicadele etmek.arastirmaci
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The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University

NCIGA

\§ CENTER FOR ISLAM
AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS

Vision
To be a premiere research institution for ideas, analysis, and policy
recommendations on global affairs impacting the Muslim World, and

to foster future relations with world powers based on shared
principles, common interests, and mutual respect.

Mission Statement

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) is an independent,
nonprofit, research and public policy institution based in Istanbul,
Turkey, and affiliated with Istanbul Zaim University. Its mission is
“To conduct high quality research and analysis, educate the public and
policymakers, train experts, and propose novel ideas and policy
recommendations regarding global policies and relations impacting
the Islamic world, and the development and progress of Muslim
societies.”



Occasional Series Published by the
Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA)

Islam and Muslim Societies Studies [IMSS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to Islamic epistemology
and thought, reform movements, civilization, culture, sciences, models
and systems, as well as issues related to the challenges, problems, fault
lines, and developments within Muslim societies.

Geopolitical and Strategic Studies [GPSS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to geopolitics, strategic
affairs, international relations, national security affairs, conflict resolution
and peace studies, as well as issues related to political, economic,
military, and soft power.

Islamophobia and Muslim Minorities Studies [IMMS]

This series will cover issues and topics related to Islamophobia and its
many manifestations, as well as to the status, future, and issues of concern
related to Muslim minorities around the world.

Policy Analysis, Assessments and Studies [PAAS]

This series will present policy analyses, assessments, studies, and
recommendations on issues of concern to governments, policymakers,
experts, NGOs, other stakeholders, and the public at large.
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