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The Covid-19 Pandemic has been global in its scope, impact and victims. It is threatening all nations, 
peoples, religions and economic classes. In many ways it is an affirmation of globalization, but in this 
case a negative one. It is not just affecting one country but the entire globe. At the same time, the 
coronavirus is creating opportunities for increased hostility from anti-Muslim groups who are using 
the pandemic to increase fear of Islam—what would be called Islamophobia. And it also provides 
reasons for authoritarian governments to justify strengthening their powers in governing their 
countries.  

The coronavirus has exacerbated the condition of Muslims as victims of Islamophobia in the United 
States, Europe and Asia. As we know, Islamophobia is an extreme hostility towards and hatred of 
Islam and Muslims. It often leads to political and social discrimination, hate speech and crimes, and 
can be used to racialize policies such as surveillance of Muslims, incarcerations, and disfranchisement.  

In America, Covid-19 has been weaponized by the far-right to attack Islam and Muslims. 
Islamophobia has become mainstream and has become the new normal in the US and Europe. It has 
also become more mainstream in other societies around the world. In the U.S. alone, it’s estimated that 
more than $220 million in the past decade has been spent by the Islamophobia industry to spread its 
agenda.  The 2016 presidential election campaign where Trump said that “Islam hates us,” and his 
implementation of many anti-Muslim policies such as the Muslim ban, are some examples of how 
Islamophobia has become mainstream. This has resulted in growing Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and 
White-supremacist nationalism in the US and Europe. Many European countries especially Hungary 
and Poland have taken an anti-Muslim, anti-Semitic and anti-immigration position, particularly 
targeting Muslim immigrants. 

White nationalists believe that the US and Europe must become Christian nations. Many people in the 
West who do not even attend churches affirm their sense of White nationalism when they talk about 
their Christian roots. The speaker identified this as a form of racism which includes promotion of 
religious supremacy that does not accept other religions or even other versions of Christianity. In the  
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United Kingdom, coronavirus conspiracy theories and fake videos have proliferated fueling the rise of 
racism and Islamophobia. There are dozens of incidents where far-right groups accuse and blame  

Muslims for spreading the virus, and fake news stories and videos claiming that Muslims are ignoring 
social distancing guidelines. 

The speaker also discussed Asia where the coronavirus situation has also exacerbated the condition of 
Muslim victims of Islamophobia, including the Uyghurs in China, Muslims in India, Kashmir, and 
Myanmar. For the Uyghurs in China, the coronavirus has made their situation worse, as the so-called 
“reeducation camps” (concentration camps) are crowded. The speaker called upon human rights 
activists and countries to speak up and put pressure on the Chinese government to close these 
concentration camps. India under Modi and his far-right BJP party is being turned into a Hindu-only 
nation. The Modi government instrumentalized this pandemic as a weapon for their right-wing Hindu 
voices in the media and online platforms. After the outbreak, Muslims’ businesses have been 
boycotted, Muslim volunteers are called terrorists, and government aid was withheld from Muslims.  

The speaker then discussed the impact of the coronavirus on authoritarian governments in the Middle 
East and the broader Muslim world. These countries have faced economic challenges similar to those 
seen in the rest of the world. Authoritarian governments whose legitimacy and stability depends on 
their military and security forces, are using the pandemic to further reinforce and expand their power.  
In many authoritarian governments, regimes feel threatened by protest groups who call for greater 
transparency through elective-representative governments and freedom of speech. The coronavirus 
crises is used as an excuse to crack down on the protest and opposition groups in order to legitimize 
oppressive measures such as the shutting down of public protests, the jailing the protestors, or the 
tightening of control on the media.  For example in Egypt, many people have been arrested and 
accused of “distributing false information” and “rumors” when reporting the real numbers of infected 
people. The military, police, judiciary and members of the state media have accused the Muslim 
Brotherhood of spreading the virus as the government uses the crisis as an opportunity to continue its 
crackdown on the opposition. The speaker also discussed the situation in many other countries 
including Algeria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Palestine, where Netanyahu is trying to exploit the situation 
to suit his expansionist agenda and extend his political life.  

The speaker concluded by emphasizing that through fighting the virus authoritarian governments are 
using Covid-19 as an excuse to combat their opposition, or as an opportunity to legitimize their 
models of authoritarian governance, implying an effective response to the pandemic with their various 
broad and unlimited powers, including national restrictions and shutdowns. And while some of these 
regimes are being praised for their quick and broad responses, they are asserting that their governance 
model is more effective than democracies and are gaining additional powers (such as broadened 
surveillance) which likely will not be relinquished if and when things return to normal. And that is one 
of the most negative and unfortunate consequence of the pandemic. 
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