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Dr. Qureshi gave a detailed description of his book A Virtue of Disobedience. He explained the 
narrative behind writing his book by elaborating the three sides of disobedience with particular 
emphasis on the notion of patience. The focus point of the presentation was the politics of 
representation. While elaborating on the essence of disobedience, he underlined heart-touching 
real histories from Guantanamo Bay and the aftermath of consequences of this tragedy in the 
life of an individual who had gone through this process and yet was tightly trapped 
psychologically to the trauma from the extended period of imprisonment. By citing many cases, 
Dr. Qureshi highlighted the different means of structural violence and programs used against 
Muslims such as Prevent in the UK and CVE in the US. 
Dr. Qureshi proposed using Quran and Hadith as a key to understanding oppression. Talking 
on the methods of oppression, he discussed the ideals of genetic superiority, linking it to the 
creation of Adam (first human being made of clay) and Satan (made of fire) as a clear sign of 
early racism to show how the entirety of this methodology is interrelated from a micro level to 
the macro level.  
The moments of oppression and repression inevitably lead towards reaction. The violence 
taking place all the time within our contemporary world is related to these moments of 
oppression and repression, but we exceptionalize the war on terror. If we look to the historical 
trend of oppression and repression, we will see the moments of rebellion and resistance often 
creating their own massacres and causing violence. Even Nelson Mandela at some point was 
building bombs in the jungles of Angola. When we look at the circumstances of when violence 
takes place, it is always after a major incident like the unjustified war against Iraq. The spiking 
of violence usually relates to a feeling of disenfranchisement. As seen in the “war on terror” 
and the resulting violence that has taken place, we have to understand why the violence occurred 
at the first place that we are all witnessing.  
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You need to know the system to understand how representation is similar to the actual. Even 
when you are playing the role, you are not necessarily accepted. In fact, you are still treated as 
the “other.” The system is designed in order to allow for abuses to take place against some 
groups but not against some others. The way the system constructs itself is to pathologize us 
based on the superficial markers of who we are and how we behave. We need to think about 
the neoliberal complicity through the notion of circles of complicity, that the closer you are to 
the harm the less your complicity is. As you move out towards the middle of the circle, you are 
less complicit. The people who are at the further end of the circles of complicity have the least 
to lose. We must be disobedient in three main aspects: language, knowledge, and community.  
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