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Professor Auda discussed the “Maqasid Approach” to build a theory that could reconstruct 

contemporary scholarship in order to revolutionize Islamic Fiqh, which could be used in dealing 

with contemporary challenges. The problem now is that the Ummah is adopting either an 

apologetic or schizophrenic approach as Islam is divided into theology versus other disciplines, 

as the people think that they don't have an Islamic approach.  

Dr. Auda presented four basic premises for building the theory: 1) the centrality of revelation 

in perception and action, 2) the centrality of the Maqasid in revelation, 3) methodological 

Maqasid as a general framework, and 4) cycle of reflection to develop theory and principles. 

The first premise is that the Qur’an is a complete guide book that tells us everything that is 

meaningful in society, economics, medicine, environment, history, etc. The revelation is a 

central logic in the fabric of the language of the Qur’an itself. There is nothing that God tells us 

about in the Qur’an without alluding to a purpose and to an end objective. The second premise, 

clearly mentioned in the Qur’an, is that of the centrality of the Maqasid in the revelation; it is 

therefore important to build methodological approach upon this. The third premise is a general 

framework through which history, reality as well as the future are analyzed. The fourth premise 

is that cycles of reflection are important to develop theories and principles.  

 Exemplifying the gaps in the Fiqh issues, Dr. Auda mentioned that the circular thinking is 

deeper than colonialism. It started with the beginning of tyranny in the Muslim World half a 

century after the Hijra, where the Caliphate was transformed into a hereditary rule, and 

therefore the scholars of Islam had been forced to deal with a particular window of Islam and 

not Islam in its comprehensiveness. So, the methodology (Manhajjia), is  to realize the  
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objectives but also correct the concepts. The Qur’anic paradigm has to be hegemonic over the 

other concepts, redefining them and reconstructing them and other institutions that they 

translate into, in order to have a genuine Islamic revival. 

Hence, developing fundamentals of understanding through the Qur’an can be employed in 

developing the general framework. The connections are important to develop theories and 

principles that are the nature of the meanings of the Qur’an. Creating words of meaning and 

connecting the different parts, values and objectives, universal laws and commands become 

very important in developing theories. It is the need of our time to derive Fiqh from theories in 

order to apply to judgments, not a Fiqh derived from judgments and applied to new theories. 

Historically, we started to create Rules/Foundations (Qawa’id) from the injunctions and 

commands. Hence, the renewal of this process is very important for our time.  

 It’s important to note then that transdisciplinary scholars, who are not only trained in one 

particular discipline but who come from a phenomena-based training, as well as scholars of 

Islam trained in terms of phenomena through all its sides with a comprehensive view of 

knowledge, must lead. They could be inclined in their own right by dealing with a phenomenon 

through an integrated framework, and therefore the collection of perspectives would be an 

overlapping between fundamental scholarship, reflective interdisciplinary scholarship, and 

applied fatwa. Dividing knowledge into phenomena would then solve the dilemma that Islamic 

scholarship has been facing for centuries, representing a methodology that the student of 

knowledge would come from in order to study different fields in light of Islamic laws and the 

Maqasid of Shari’ah. 
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