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Prof. Brown discussed the concept of social justice as practiced by the Prophet Muhammad, a notion 
that many in the world could learn. Social Justice is a positive and important concept, even though its 
definitions may vary. According to the Websters.com, social justice is a state or doctrine of 
egalitarianism. Dictionary.com defines it as the distribution of advantages and disadvantages within a 
society. Academician Prof. Papaconstantieu defines it as the equality of burdens, advantages and 
opportunities of citizenship. Prof. Brown defines it as the fair or just distribution of resources and 
opportunities in a community. But then the questions raised are: who determines justice and what are 
its boundaries within a community? Is it justice to treat everyone equally or how Aristotle defined it as 
everybody gets what they deserve! In the Hadith, the Prophet defines justice as giving everyone 
his/her haq or right. In the classical Islamic thought, justice is putting everything in its proper place.  

While looking at the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), everyone in the Prophet’s community 
had access to justice and had the same legal rights. But the equity is in terms of duty, because not 
everyone has the same duties and obligations. The Prophet completely rejected racial discrimination 
both in terms of color (white or black) or ethnicity (Arab or Non-Arab). The only thing that matters is 
the virtue and character of the man in the eyes of God. The Prophet also rejected tribal chauvinism. 
Just because one belongs to a certain tribe doesn’t make that person better. In fact, many of the 
historical and revered Islamic scholars were former slaves. Islam also permits and encourages the 
expression of opinion of women in public. There are many examples of women participating in public 
life including on the battlefield when Nuseyba Bint Kaab defended the Prophet in the battle of Uhud.  

In Madinah, the Prophet would create a brotherhood pact between the immigrant (muhajir) and the 
local companion (ansar) in order to harmonize the community and help the immigrant integrate in 
society. Another example is the famous treaty that the Prophet signed with the Christian community of 
Najran, when he forbade the desecration of churches or other religious symbols. Justice is also 
independent of friends and kinship, or what nation, tribe, religion or ethnicity one may belong to. Al-
Ash’rah bin Qais once had a land dispute with a Jew and they went to the Prophet to adjudicate the 
situation. The Prophet ruled in favor of the Jew because his narrative was supported with evidence. 
There are instances where the Prophet would stand up for the funerals of Jews in respect to the human 
soul. These are just some examples to show how the Prophet dealt with the important issues of social 
justice and equality. Muslims operate on three level: The Ummah, the Abode of Islam(Dar Al-Islam?), 
and humanity at large. And justice must be dispensed at each level without any regard to other 
considerations.  
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