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Dr. Muzaffar started his talk by emphasizing the significance of the coronavirus and its 
consequences, particularly its social, political, and economic challenges. He divided the magnitude 
of challenges into five areas, which will have considerable impact not only on Muslims, but also on 
the people of other faiths. The challenges he covered were: the environment, interpersonal relations, 
socioeconomic well-being, governance, and finally international politics. 

Talking about the consequences of this calamity on the environment, Dr. Muzaffar discussed the 
declining amount of pollution and the public’s supportive response towards it. Due to lockdowns, 
large metropolitan areas have been witnessing clean atmosphere.  There is a debate regarding the 
relationship of COVID-19 and the environment, as some are claiming that it’s due to the lack of 
bonding and saturation of humans with the virus, bacteria and different micro-organisms, which are 
part of nature that may have existed before the existence of mankind.  

Discussing the second challenge, relationships among humans, Dr. Muzaffar identified how 
peoples’ attitudes towards each other have been exposed by this calamity, such as politicians who 
declared Coronavirus as the ‘Chinese virus’ and the ‘Wuhan virus.’ He forecasted a new form of 
disgraceful xenophobia against Asians, particularly in Western countries.  

Regarding the third dimension of socioeconomic challenges posed by this calamity, the people who 
have suffered more from COVID-19 are the dispossessed, mostly those living below the poverty 
line whether in the US or in Singapore. According to Dr. Muzaffar, the poor have to bear the burden 
of the whole society like in previous crises. 

The fourth challenge is governance and its capability to handle such pandemics. The ability of 
decision makers to manage and fulfill the requirements of society has been questioned. Dr. Muzaffar 
emphasized that a sense of responsibility and duty lies in the heart of governance. The existing fault 
lines in societies, whether these are socioeconomic or resource sharing, reflect a deteriorated picture 
of government responsibility. It is because of good governance that we can differentiate between 
the performance of states amid responses towards COVID-19. Some states managed this pandemic 
smoothly due to strong administrative and health infrastructures.  
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The fifth dimension is the realpolitik in the international arena. This pandemic shows us how 
geopolitics is enmeshed with international relations because of the high volume and intensity of its 
yield. According to some scholarship it is not a health crisis, but a stage motivated by geopolitics 
where the tussle of power and control between the US and China is a part of this drama. 

Dr. Muzaffar then discussed the parallels between the Muslim world and the impact of this 
pandemic.  According to him, geopolitics is all about hegemony (the antithesis of humanity, justice, 
and compassion) and hegemony is contrary to Islamic values.  He argued that we have to strengthen 
our resolve to overcome the problem of hegemony.  He gave the example of victims of oppression 
in the name of establishing hegemony like in the wars and conflicts in Vietnam, Iraq, Libya, 
Palestine, Syria, Afghanistan etc. Moreover, it is because of this hegemonic global system that the 
US accused the World Health Organization (WHO) of being pro-China and threatened to suspend 
its funding. The just world totally negates the concept of hegemonic world as it evolves the 
transparency and capability of international institutions. Because of these reasons, Dr. Muzaffar 
emphasized combating the evil of hegemony.  

Furthermore, while talking about the concept of governance in Islam, Dr. Muzaffar explained the 
fundamentals as just, upright and honest leadership. In the Muslim world there are very few 
examples of such leadership and governance.  Mostly the masses were betrayed by their respective 
leadership due to a lack of moral character and decency. It is a dilemma that Muslims are more 
concerned about rituals than governance. We organized global movements regarding the specific 
attire of women rather than eradication of corruption, which should reflect our priorities.  

Dr. Muzaffar also explained the concept of justice to bridge the void that exists in the Muslim world. 
According to him, we have disregarded the concept of a welfare state and redistribution of wealth. 
He described the concepts of zakat, sadaqa, wealth tax, and division of property in Islam, that 
although Muslims have familiarity with these ideals the applicability is no more existing in our 
contemporary world. While talking about racism, Dr. Muzaffar reminded us that Islam condemns 
all forms of racism based on otherization of community and xenophobia.  

Additionally, he also shed light on environmental issues in the Muslim world and Islam’s guidance 
regarding the protection of the environment. Dr. Muzaffar stressed on the protection of nature 
because Islam prohibits climate destruction caused by mankind; that Muslims must do better as 
some of the most polluted and environmental hazards in the world are situated in Muslim majority 
countries.  

Dr. Muzaffar concluded his talk by referring to the vested and self-centered interests of humans that 
Muslims are specifically restricted from following, that Muslims must instead pursue justice and 
demonstrate and support honest leadership in establishing principles related to the environment, 
interpersonal relations, socioeconomic well-being, international politics, and governance. The only 
way out from this pandemic and other crises is to follow these fundamentals by keeping selfishness 
and self-centered approaches aside.  

Summary by: Muhammad Taimoor Bin Tanveer, CIGA Research Associate  


