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At the outset, Dr. Hussein Al Kazzaz posed an important question regarding the revival of the 
Ummah:  Should the Ummah initiate its own civilizational model paradigm at this particular 
moment or should it continue to operate under the umbrella of the prevailing existing model? 
He stressed that the Ummah has opted to work under the umbrella of a different paradigm for 
the past couple of centuries.  Now, there are compelling reasons that Muslims should reconsider 
this orientation and start to re-establish an authentic civilizational model for the Muslim 
Ummah.  

A civilization model or paradigm is the basic set of beliefs, values, attitudes, structures, 
inclinations, and emotions that are foundational to every aspect of life in any society and 
community, and which causes much behavioral transformation and changes in different aspects 
of life. Knowledge comes from certain beliefs and convictions, but for legitimacy it needs to 
reference the society and answer questions in a way that can be measured.  Culture which is the 
root foundation of any civilization comes out of beliefs that have to do with both individuality 
and collectivity.  The application to knowledge is the same as the cultural, political, and 
economic systems, which are based on the collective responsibility of all Muslims.  In the 
Islamic paradigm there is no such thing that a few elite groups are responsible for establishing 
a just society, because it is the responsibility of everybody. Thus, for Muslims every aspect of 
life is influenced to a great extent by the basic beliefs, values, and inclinations that are the 
foundations of the civilizational model.  This model can be seen through the structure of life, 
the systems that are built, and the choices that people make.  

Societies adopt and internalize certain characteristics and attitudes without questioning them 
and behave accordingly whether that behavior is rational or not. Contemporary Muslim 
societies are shaped by two civilizations: the Islamic and Western civilizations. The two 
realities have collided under the auspices of the colonial project, which is pushing Islamic 
civilization systematically by diminishing the infrastructures that the Islamic civilization had 
built for more than 10 centuries, diminishing our institutions such as Al-Awqaf (perpetual 
endowment funds), and our divine societal decree of  ركنُملا نع يھنلاو فورعملاب رمألا  (enjoining 
what is right and forbidding what is wrong).  This civilizational interaction can explain many 
things that have happened for over two centuries within the Muslin Ummah.  The position of  
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the modern Islamic reform movement is to accept the fact that the secular paradigm (the 
Western secular model) is prevalent but to start working under the umbrella of a new 
civilizational reality.    

Dr. Kazzaz proposed a model for revival of the Ummah that would try to push back against the 
existing reality (including epistemology, politics, and economics) and stopping the negative 
effects and ramifications in certain aspects of life.  In areas like individual beliefs (by way of 
making dawah, religious outreach), and for individual behavior, the social units will not 
challenge the other paradigm, but will work under the umbrella of the existing systems with 
small modifications according to the Islamic way of life, such as introducing Islamic banking. 
Three factors were the basis for adopting this strategy: 1) The perception of people in the 
Islamic reform movements about direct threats to identity issues, such as the level of threat to 
religion itself and identity, and the eagerness to build healthy Islamic families and communities, 
2) The amount of energy that people have to establish the civilizational model which is not an 
easy undertaking, and 3) The balance of power perception between the two models, which is 
tilted against the Ummah being able to do any meaningful reforms.  

The speaker argued that today these conditions have changed dramatically and if we continue 
the same strategy, the Ummah and the coming generation would pay a huge price.  The 
challenge has now included attacks on religious interpretations coming from all sides at a much 
orchestrated, sophisticated, and confusing way that it is difficult to understand how Islam relates 
to any attempt to building life and civilization because the colonial project in Muslim countries 
has entered a new phase.  The energy unleashed in the waves of revolutions and uprisings is 
sweeping the Arab and Islamic world, but the massive change that is taking place needs 
direction and nourishment. As for the third factor the balance of power is clearly not in favor 
of the Ummah which certainly make it more difficult. So two out of three fulfilled factors would 
give us much hope. 

Dr. Kazzaz concluded that it is time to build a civilizational model that is not a theoretical 
conception, but to start with ideas, concepts, feelings, and attitudes that are going to spread in 
every aspect of life. The steps for building the civilizational model are: 1) Cultivating great 
inspirational ideas, which empower nations to rise in the right direction, and that need powerful, 
resilient, and capable individuals who can be prepared and trained through certain processes 
outside of the existing prevailing paradigm, but also thinking of creative ways to save our 
families, communities, and societies, 2) Realizing that it is time to wake up and to productively 
deal with all types of opportunities and constraints with a great awareness on the revival of The 
Ummah, and 3) Appreciating the kinds of battlegrounds that we are part of, whether we like it 
or not, because there are major upcoming challenges that would be taking place in our lives as 
a nation and Ummah. 
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