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This lecture focused on a set of epistemological and strategic imperatives and principles that the 
speaker presented as the main pillars that have supported the establishment of the Israeli-Zionist 
state, guaranteed its survival, and must continue in the future in order to sustain its existence. He 
argued that the end of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is significantly linked to the end or collapse of 
a combination, if not most, of these imperatives.  

Before detailing these “twelve imperatives”, Dr. Al-Arian explained the origin of the conflict, how 
it started, the exact nature of the problem, the core of the conflict, and the nature of the state as a 
settler-colonialist project, as presented by the Zionists themselves. Based on many sources by 
Muslim and Western scholars and historians, the speaker examined the historical record as there 
had mainly been two types of Jewish communities in the world, namely the Jews who lived in the 
Muslim world (the Jews of Islam), and the Jews who lived in Christian societies (the Jews of 
Christendom). He presented briefly a historical analysis by comparing life in these societies. Since 
the Medina’s charter in the first year of the Islamic calendar, Jews had lived as part of the Muslim 
society as they were recognized as a distinct community for centuries under the umbrella of Islam, 
or what the Jewish Encyclopedia calls “the golden age of the Jews”, producing the most acclaimed 
Jewish philosophers, scholars, and scientists.  

On the other hand, the Jews of Christendom were subjected to all forms of injustice, discrimination, 
and persecution, culminating in forcing them to choose between conversion to Christianity, exile, 
or being killed in the most horrific ways. Across many European societies, Jews had lived for 
centuries in Ghettos deprived of the most basic civic and legal rights. Even though they were 
emancipated after the age of Enlightenment, reconstruction, and the French Revolution, racism and 
discrimination persisted including the Russian pogroms and the infamous case of Alfred Dreyfus in 
1894 in France, which triggered the establishment of the modern political Zionist movement.  
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Many Jews concluded that they could not live under these societies, especially with the rise of the 
modern nation-state. They began to think about establishing their own national state, especially 
after they were deported and persecuted by the Russians at the end of the 19th century and then by 
the Nazis during the Second World War (the Holocaust). In this context the Zionist movement was 
born in 1897, then allied itself with many European powers, especially Britain and to a lesser extent 
France, as the two sides found common ground for getting a mutual benefit (a national state for the 
Jews in Palestine after the 1917 Balfour Declaration, and the 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement to divide 
the Arab World, in exchange for functional services for Western strategic interests in the region). 

From the beginning of the establishment of the Zionist movement in late 19th century and its state 
a half century later, Dr. Al-Arian outlined 12 strategic principles and imperatives that were and still 
are indispensable bases for the establishment, continuation, and survival of the Zionist entity. They 
are: 

1. Exclusivism: In this imperative, Zionism calls for the ingathering of all or most Jews around the 
world in the historic land of Palestine. This exclusionary mindset dictates that Jews are the only 
people who have the right to live in the Holy Land. The speaker presented data and figures that 
showed that the number of Jews in 1800  were 2.5% in the Holy Land, a percentage that reached 
32.5% of the population (due to illegal immigration under the British mandate) on the eve of the 
establishment of the state in 1948, and now close to 80% in the 1948 areas. However, the total 
number of Palestinians that live in the historical land of Palestine including Gaza, the West Bank, 
and East Jerusalem, exceeds the total number of Jews in historical Palestine, which is an indication 
of the total failure of this imperative due mainly to the steadfastness and resilience of the Palestinian 
people refusing to surrender and leave.   

2. Exclusion: In this imperative, anyone who cannot prove that he is a Jew is excluded and banished. 
To do this, Zionism resorted to the policies of destroying homes, property, and terrorism by using 
its terrorist gangs and militias. For example, between 1948-1951 more than 530 villages inhabited 
by the Palestinians on the eve of the ‘48 war were destroyed and razed, with their owners exiled 
and Jewish settlements constructed in their place. 

3. Expansion and Colonization (Israel's Manifest Destiny): In this imperative, Zionism calls for 
a gradual expansion of the Zionist state by seizing as much land as they possibly could with as few 
indigenous people as possible, as they did in ‘48 and ‘67, or after ‘74 through successive military 
campaigns, coercion, or unilateral actions. 

4. Creating Facts on the Ground “Fait accompli”: This is a geopolitical term that imposes a 
situation in reality as opposed to an abstract. In this imperative, the Zionist movement has used this 
struggle for over a century in order to obtain gradual and full control over all of Palestine, as well 
as other territories such as the Golan Heights in Syria and Shaba'a Farms in Lebanon. By using 
maps, the speaker presented several examples in this regard. For example, there are today as much 
as 131 “settlements” and 110 “outposts” in the West Bank only, without even counting military 
bases. All these confiscations use different names and various methods for the gradual expansion  
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in violation of international law, leaving an unbearable life for the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, much worse than the infamous Bantustans previously known in Apartheid South Africa. 

5. Creating a Garrison State: Ever since its establishment, Israel created a military-based society, 
where it considers it a strategic imperative that “security and survival” are paramount, and where 
the most crucial decisions of the state are based on military calculations. For instance, the Israeli 
military budget (per capita) is the highest in the world. In short, Zionism has essentially created a 
military state culminating in the militarization of society and that of its citizens' mindset. 

6. Developing the Military Doctrine of using Overwhelming Forces to win against any and all 
Enemies, by maintaining a military and technological edge over all its rivals. That is why Israel 
must win all its wars against all enemies, must fight them on their territories, and cannot or do not 
fight long wars because of the devastating impact on its economy. 

7. Maintaining Monopoly of Nuclear Weapons: Israel launched its nuclear program in the 1950s, 
with the help of France, despite its very low probability of using it for geographical reasons. But it 
considers it an option for deterrence, or where it could only be used as a last suicidal option (The 
Samson Option). For that to happen, it made sure to prevent its neighbors from acquiring it like it 
did when it bombed Iraqi's nuclear facilities in 1981, as well the Syria’s small reactor in 2007. Israel 
today is possessing 200- 400 nuclear weapons, as it exerts tremendous pressure to stop or reverse 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear technology programs. 

8. Building the most Efficient, Sophisticated, and Ruthless Security Apparatuses and 
Intelligence Agencies needed to control the Palestinian population centers in the territories and 
beyond, eliminate its perceived threats including a massive system of assassinations and 
incarcerations, and manipulate regional politics. Such agencies as the Mossad, Shin Bet, Shabak, 
AMAN, and others are given extraordinary powers to violate innumerable codes of human rights 
and circumvent international law and conventions. In fact, perhaps as much as 150,000 Israeli 
agents within the West Bank today have control over every aspect of the Palestinians’ life to make 
it unbearable in order to break their will and surrender. 

9.  Linking tightly with International Powers and Benefactors even if serving as a client state. 
The speaker presented several historical examples during the British occupation and mandate 
(1918-1948), as well as after the establishment of the state where it allied  itself with several 
international powers including today with the full support and backing of the United States (1973-
currently). 

10. Keep World Jewry (especially in the US and Europe) Zionists and with unquestionable 
support for Israel through maintaining many institutions in politics, media, business, culture, etc., 
and by creating programs to mobilize Jews around the world, especially the youth. This is an 
important imperative, because if the mobilization of Zionists around the world (with Jews as well 
as non-Jews) weakens, then that would curtail the ability of the state to survive and function in its 
settler-colonial capacity. 
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11. Keep the Enemy Divided and Weak: For this to happen, the Zionist state must strive to 
fragment the Middle East and beyond. For example, they keep the Palestinian people divided into 
Gaza, West Bank, Jerusalem, the “Israeli” Palestinians, the diaspora, so that no one could think of 
the Palestinians as one people. The same takes place across the Middle East. The speaker referred 
to “the Oded Yinon Plan,” which was devised in 1982 and advocated by former Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon. The plan was designed to fragment the whole region and reshape it in favor of Israel 
in order to be and stay the only hegemonic power among a set of fragile states. 

12. Become Regional Hegemon by Allying itself with minorities, separatists, and tyrants. There 
are many examples to showcase this imperative including when in the aftermath of the 2011 Arab 
uprisings, Israel was terrified of the potential of the Arab masses on its existence if they would 
become independent and elect democratic governments reflecting the free will of the people. Israeli  
leaders and supporters genuinely believe that if this happens Israel’s own survival would be at stake. 
Therefore, Israel allied itself with the counter-revolutionary forces across the region, and mobilized 
many great powers and institutions in order to overturn this exceptional moment in history. In 
addition, Israel has a long history in supporting some of the separatists and minorities in the regionas 
it did with Maronites in Lebanon in the 1980s, or with Kurdish separatists since the 1950s, or South 
Sudan more recently. 

After a detailed presentation of these imperatives and principles, Dr. Al-Arian discussed three 
scenarios for the end of the conflict. They are: (1) The Two-State Solution (being a majority Jewish 
state with democracy) which he described as an illusion, which the world has lived through because 
of its unwillingness or inability to understand Zionism. Since the 1993 Oslo peace process, which 
Israel had no intention to implement, this illusion has become a farce and a tragic reality, (2) The 
One-State Solution (Land with democracy), which is giving all people in the historical land of 
Palestine the same rights afforded now to the Jews. But certainly that negates every Zionist doctrine, 
where in fact it would be its nail coffin, and (3) Having a Jewish-only citizenry while keeping 
the land. That's what we have today and what the Zionists insist upon, which is tragically the 
emergence and continuation of a state that is even worse than an apartheid state. 

In conclusion, the speaker argued that when a combination or most, of the strategic imperatives 
presented become inoperable, that would weaken the state, threaten its existence, and over time 
force it to collapse. He suggested to consider the twelve principles and deal with them accordingly 
in order to reenergize the struggle and make it strategic. Furthermore, he argued that the Zionist 
project would also be significantly weakened when international or regional structural changes take 
place forcing massive Israeli concessions by negating its inherent racist ideology. In addition, there 
are also many internal dynamics within Israeli society that inherently may destabilize it and weaken 
it further. Finally, the establishment of a world-wide solidarity movement that seeks to end the 
Israeli apartheid system through many tactics including boycott, divestment, sanctions would isolate 
the Israeli Apartheid state and compel its collapse. The end of injustice and racism in Palestine 
would not just restore justice and freedom for the Palestinians, the primary victims of Zionism, but 
would in fact save Judaism as holy faith from its racist doctrines, desecrating a great religion and 
tarnishing its place in history. 

Summary written by: Djallel Khechib, CIGA Senior Research Associate  


