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The speaker presented his paper on the topic of “What the Trump-Netanyahu plan means for the 

Future of Palestine.” He first talked about the history of American Politics before the Trump 

administration came to power.  He argued that American policy towards Palestine has not changed 

much with the election of Donald Trump in 2016, where it has been based on unconditional support 

for the Israeli position while occasionally using tough language to condemn Israel for certain actions 

or infractions such its illegal settlements in the West Bank established by radical Jewish extremists.  

Dr. Pappe believes that Israeli policy towards the Palestinians is the same in the various Palestinian 

lands, whether in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, or even with the Palestinians inside the 1948 

territories. Israel has adopted a policy that implements continued ethnic cleansing of Palestine that 

started in 1948, with huge support from the American government since the 1967 war. After Trump 

took power, he initially recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and its annexation of the Golan 

Heights and settlements in the West Bank. Its strategy is led by scholars who define Zionism as a 

settler-colonialist movement that wishes to have as much of the Palestinian land and with few of 

the Palestinians as possible. The American administration is seeking to turn the Palestinian issue 

into a humanitarian and economic project, where the Palestinians do not have any general political 

rights, right of self-determination, right of Independence, or right of return 

The second issue Dr. Pappe addressed the motives behind the Netanyahu-Trump deal of the century 

or "steal of the century." The idea of the deal of the century fits very well with the strategy that 

leading politicians and Generals and strategists in Israel have been working on for the last twenty 

years since the beginning of this century, a strategy that has been accepted by almost everyone 

within the Jewish political map in Israel.  

Dr. Pappe discussed the strategy followed by the Israelis and the Americans within historical 

Palestine through the deal of the century, which does not recognize anyone else as a nationality  
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within these borders. It is another way of politicizing the Palestine question by claiming that there 

is only one homeland and one national movement, and therefore only one national nation-state, that 

is the Jewish State of Israel. The legalizing of this apartheid system through a fundamental law has 

already occurred in the Israeli Knesset, with the blessing of the Trump Administration. 

One of the latest things that the Israelis and Americans have done is closing all the historical 

archives in Israel which include documents that pertain to the 1948 Nakba (Catastrophe), namely 

any archives that have in the documentation the policies and actions during the Nakbah that had 

been declassified before, and had been open to the public, but are now closed. Perhaps even such 

documents would be destroyed, and in this way people might question historians about events that 

took place against the Palestinians, and academics supportive of the Palestinian narrative will have 

a dearth of historical documents available to establish their points. He also pointed to the double 

standards in Western societies regarding the Palestinian issue. 

Dr. Pappe further discussed a set of courageous attempts by the political elite in other countries to 

recognize Palestinians and their rights,  like Jeremy Corbin in the UK or Bernie Sanders in the 

United States, but he also explained what happened to them even with their very soft and very mild 

support for the Palestinian struggle, i.e. it destroyed them politically.  According to him, it's a lesson 

for younger politicians that if they dare to sympathize with the Palestinian cause, they will find 

themselves being smeared, intimidated, and accused of anti-Semitism. Dr. Pappe is nevertheless 

very optimistic regarding the Palestinian issue and other social justice issues at the political and 

civil levels, because Palestine is important for the younger generations around the world. 

Finally, the professor talked about the possible implications of this deal for the future and tried to 

assess possible trends and resulting developments.  In his opinion, too many things have to happen, 

but most importantly a clear official Palestinian vision for the future. We need to hear from an 

authentic democratically elected Palestinian national movement and how it envisions the struggle 

for the liberation of Palestine in the 21st century; that Palestinian leaders cannot go back to texts 

that were written in the 60s and 70s, and definitely cannot rely on official Palestinian positions 

during the so-called peace process. Those who work within the solidarity movements with the 

Palestinians have to work seriously and hard to show the truth. Uphold justice, work for freedom, 

and to stand up against the “Steal of the Century.” 

Summary by: Taqwa Kmeil, CIGA Research Assistant  
 


