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The speaker’s initial remarks were that the rise of Modi or BJP and the Hindutva didn’t turn things 

worse in India, rather what is happening today in occupied Kashmir and India is the acceleration of 

the processes and ideologies that have existed since the late colonial period. She further said that 

when it comes to Islam and Muslims, India in all of its ideological forms has always engaged in 

violent majoritarianism. She mentioned that recent scholarship has showcased how fragile India’s 

democratic and secular credentials have been since its inception in 1947. The instances she 

mentioned included the time of partition in 1947, when the Indian state made sure that Muslim 

children wouldn’t be returned from Pakistan for having Muslim blood, and the discriminatory 

practices in housing and rehabilitation that pushed Muslims from States like Delhi, so as to 

accommodate the Sikh and Hindu refugees from Pakistan. The Sachar committee report submitted 

to the Indian Prime Minister in 2006 revealed systematic discrimination of the Indian Muslim 

community in all aspects including the political, economic and social life of India. To exemplify 

India’s racism and violent Hindu fundamentalism further,  she cited incidents like the demolition 

of Babri Masjid in 1992 and the massacre of Muslims in Gujarat in 2002.  
 

Dr. Kanjwal also stressed that the current situation is crucial for both Kashmiri and Indian Muslims, 

as both are under a genocide threat. She also explained that the cases of Indian and Kashmiri 

Muslims is different, because Kashmir sees India as an occupier. The Hindutva or Hindu 

Nationalism has essentially superimposed one religion, culture and language over others and 

considers it a sacred territory. By taking a look at the map of their “Akhand Bharat” (Undivided 

India), the brainchild of Hindutva, one could see their idea of holy land is to encompass other  
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nations like Nepal, Pakistan, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and even Afghanistan.  

Adherents of Hindutva believe that Muslims are invaders and have spread Islam in the region with 

the sword. Muslim communities are to Hindutva what Jewish communities were to the Nazis, and 

scholars have noted that the racist concept of “Casteism” is at the root of Hindutva.  Dr. Kanjwal 

also identified contemporary examples of Hindu Nationalism in India like the case of NRC 

(National Registry of Citizens) in the northeastern State of Assam which resulted in nearly 2 million 

people, mostly Muslims, being stripped of their citizenship, as well as the Citizenship Amendment 

Act which facilitates citizenship to people of all faiths except Muslims, from Pakistan, Bangladesh 

and Afghanistan.  
 

While speaking about Kashmir, Dr. Kanjwal said that the Indian Occupation of Kashmir goes 

beyond party lines, and is shared by both Hindu Nationalists and the seemingly secular liberal Indian 

liberal intelligentsia, and that Kashmir completely exposes the racist face of the so-called world’s 

largest democracy. What Indian Muslims are facing today under BJP has been the reality of Kashmir 

for decades under India’s Congress Party. She also explained how history exposes Hindu 

Nationalism in Kashmir as far back as 1846, when India was under British Colonialism, which had 

sold Kashmir to Dogras (Hindu clan). Mridu Rai’s book Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects, explains 

how the RSS (the brainchild ideology and militia behind BJP) along with Dogras and the Indian 

Military carried out ethnic cleansing of Muslims in Jammu, which used to be a Muslim Majority 

region, by killing more than 200,000 people and exiling another 200,000 to Pakistan, leaving it as 

Hindu Majority. The abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, that were making Kashmir semi-

autonomous, was a huge victory for Hindu Nationalists in getting direct control over Kashmir. As 

the world’s largest militarized zone, Kashmir has been militarized further and its communication 

links have been cut after the articles were abrogated on August 5, 2019.  Dr. Kanjwal also mentioned 

that after these events, the evidence and changes in the laws show that the BJP is planning genocidal 

campaign in Kashmir to strip it from its Muslim majority akin the Israeli settlement-colonialist 

project in the West Bank of Palestine. The BJP government is planning to settle Hindus and already 

a domicile law has been utilized by asking Kashmiris to prove their State Citizenship in Kashmir 

while giving residency rights to massive number of Hindus.  She underlined the fact that Hindu 

Nationalists are planning to take over the Pakistani side of Kashmir as well, as it is in the mandate 

of their Akhand Bharat.  
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