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Amb. Rasool started off by questioning the state of the Ummah and whether the conditions 

brought on by the Coronavirus pandemic could help rectify this state. He gave examples of how 

the Muslim Ummah today is plagued by dictatorial regimes, populist governments, sectarian 

conflict as well as extremism. He outlined that the battle for justice is multi-pronged and is 

preconditioned on the existence of dignity and development. If these conditions are fulfilled, 

then justice will result in peace.  But justice must be achieved through strategies.  For instance, 

for some the strategy might be assimilating, resisting, or integrating into a society in order to 

attain justice. 

The speaker illustrated such strategies by using examples from the life of the Prophet 

Muhammad (pbuh).  He explained how the boycott of Muslims in Mecca was met with strategic 

patience on the part of the Muslims, the alliance with the town of Medina was a strategic 

insurance, the hijra to Medina was a strategic retreat, the creation of the Charter of Medina was 

a strategic consolidation and the defeat of Quraish ultimately brought justice full-circle. 

Furthermore, he emphasized the need to connect justice to reality as was seen in the case of the 

Treaty of Hudaibiyah where the Prophet (pbuh) chose to deny people from completing their 

Umra (minor pilgrimage) in order to respect the treaty, therefore choosing strategy over ritual. 
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The speaker identified the problem as the fragmentation of the Ummah resulting from a lack of 

strategy. Muslims hold a lot of lofty principles, but due to a lack of strategy they remain isolated 

or are driven into extremism.  He provided the example of such disunity in India where even 

the lower caste of Dalit Hindus are accorded a higher status than Muslims and where there is 

no solidarity between these minority groups due to differences in their religious practices. In 

South Africa, one of the milestones of the anti-Apartheid movement was how it created 

alliances between different groups on the basis of shared objectives, thus solidifying justice in 

the future and allowing coexistence.  

 To rectify this fragmentation, three strategies could be employed to establish a global 

justice movement among organizations, movements, intellectuals, and activists seeking justice 

worldwide: tactical relations on the basis of shared issues, strategic relations based on 

objectives, and principled relations based on values. This would enable solidarity between 

different groups which can then realize justice together. Nelson Mandela’s strategy which 

allowed him to work towards justice was enabled by mentally purging himself from the 

mentality of victimhood and prejudice, defining his values and committing to them and finding 

the courage to act accordingly. This enabled cooperation between previously sparring groups 

in South Africa and gave rise to a new order. 

 In closing, Mr. Rasool remarked that the age of COVID19 can actually serve as an 

advantage in the realization of justice for the Muslim Ummah. The pandemic has reduced 

loyalty to populism and reduced the strength of authoritarian regimes so people can use this 

opportunity to bridge gaps and consolidate new loyalties. The age of questioning people based 

on their practices should be replaced by allying people based on their beliefs, values, and 

principles. By doing so, the rights of every group would be respected, and justice would thrive. 

 

Summary by Sahar Sadiq, CIGA Research Intern 
 

 


