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The speaker presented his topic on the role of philosophy in the world. Addressing the question of 
why we need philosophy, he considers philosophy as a discipline among other scientific fields 
like mathematics, physics and other hard sciences.  Dr. Açıkgenç started his topic by questioning 
the definition of philosophy between the past and present, and tried to contextualize philosophy 
among sciences. 

Philosophy is the study of “being.”  While the definition of philosophy focuses on understanding 
the true nature of things/beings based on the human ability, this per se categorizes philosophy as a 
science since sciences focus on studying “beings.”  All sciences correspond to each other by the 
fact that they all study “beings,” they are however distinct from each other on the bases of the 
sciences’ subject matter, with unique scientific methods to understand “beings.”  
 

When “being” is studied in general, this belongs to theology. Since sciences have many parts of 
beings, according to some philosophers, each science/being has its own logical classification and 
each science focuses on its specific class/being. However, this understanding renders philosophy 
to take the path of metaphysics in a different way. That renders us to reconsider the meaning and 
our understanding of science.   

Philosophically, it is very difficult to define science since it is not the only organized body of 
knowledge, and considering science as an activity in which many scientists are involved in 
(scientific community).  However, despite this difficulty, philosophers define science based on 
four main characteristics: subject matter, method, theories, accumulated knowledge. In addition, 
Dr. Açıkgenç added a fifth characteristic “scientific consciousness.”  

By that, science is “An organized body of knowledge named through a scientific consciousness as 
a result of investigating well-defined subject matter with a certain scientific methodology leading 
to accumulation of theories and scientific knowledge.” That means each science focuses on a 
specific species under its study, and by the name of subject matter the emphasis is not on the 
issues and problems discussed in science, but on the subject that each science focuses on.  For 
example, as quoted from Aristotle, the subject nature of physics is  
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nature, considering that nature encompasses organic or inorganic nature. And organic nature is the 
subject matter of biology which makes it a subfield of physics.  

Then what is philosophy out of the aforementioned characteristics? While philosophy could not 
meet some of science’s characteristics like subject matter and method/argumentation, 
philosophers tried to construct a system to push up philosophy to the degree of science and meet 
the science’s characteristics. Besides giving a subject matter to philosophy, some philosophical 
theories were proven.  

In the same vein, philosophy is a science which deals with systems and systems-related problems; 
considering that a system is the most significant epistemological function of philosophy because 
both scientists and philosophers need a mental framework when discussing certain issues in their 
subject.  However, the classification of “beings” is hierarchical in the system that philosophers 
established.  For instance, physics/nature comes at the top of their system followed by other 
material beings, while Islamic philosophy comes at the bottom of the system since it is a 
knowledge given through revelation- not materialistic. But not only with Islamic philosophy, the 
system also does not allow, for example, someone bringing chemistry above physics in the system 
since philosophers agreed on physics as being at the top of the system. 

In this respect, Ibn Sina (Averroes) divided his system into three parts: Logic, physics, and 
metaphysics.  However, Ibn Sina mentioned that his system must start from 
theology/metaphysics, and by that philosophy becomes the most significant science because it 
brings together all rational thoughts (science) in a coherent way. Emanuel Kant claimed the same 
thing. That means, each science is a system while all systems may make up a whole system.  

Whole systems together are then the study of philosophy. And this is the subject matter of 
philosophy.  In other words, the whole systems present a system unity that encompasses the 
manifold of knowledge under one notion. This notion is provided by reason in an organized unity 
that could grow from within the system itself based on these subsystems.  

In the last part of his presentation, the speaker elaborated on the social function of philosophy as a 
subject geared toward civilizations to establish scientific traditions. If the system presents the 
epistemological function of the progress of sciences and scientific activities, then the 
social/worldview can perform the same function with regard to civilizations.   

The significance of studying a transparent worldview is to know the purpose of life and answer 
many questions concerning human beings like the meaning of life, the truth, and reality. And this 
is the core of philosophy. 

Dr. Açıkgenç concluded that the systemic knowledge in our life must be transferred from 
philosophers and scientists to intellectuals and then to the society, since each aspect of our life 
needs a philosophy which is higher than the function of science. 
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