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Tawheed is considered the central doctrine of Islam, as it refers to the principle of the oneness of God. 
This lecture discusses Tawheed from the perspective of understanding the inter-relationships between 
God, Man, and the Universe. To understand Tawheed is to differentiate between the realm of God 
(creator, transcendent, sacred) and the realm of the Non-God (created, immanent, non-sacred). All 
knowledge related to the latter comes from the former, where human beings need that knowledge to 
comprehend existential questions of life. There are also two worlds in the Tawheedi paradigm, namely 
the world of Shahada meaning the witnessed or seen world and the world of the Ghaib, which is the 
unseen. The first we can know, discover, and understand from studying or discovering (reading) the 
Universe. The second we can only learn from God through revelation (Wahy’), given to human beings 
only through God’s messengers and books. The Tawheed doctrine is to combine the two readings of the 
universe and revelation. Out of this comes the understanding of the interrelationship between God, Man 
and the Universe, relations which are manifested in a triangle with three indices (God-Man based on 
Tawheed, Man-Man based on Tazkiyah (upholding moral values and ethical behavior), God-Universe 
based on Taskhir (subjugating the laws of the Universe to be discovered and utilized), and Man-
Universe based on Imran (building, constructing, and developing civilizations, societies and 
communities.) On the other hand, the non-Tawheed realm is linear with two indices, Man and Universe 
where Man wants to control, subjugate and have complete dominion over the Universe according to his 
whims and desires and without limitations. Because man has free will, he could choose either model, 
but the choice would have the consequences of responsibility and judgment. In this paradigm, the Qur’an 
presents the key concepts that regulate the inter-relationships between God-Man, Man-Universe, and 
Man-Man. These significant relationships are marked by important concepts that guide human action. 
For God-Man they are five: Istikhlaf or viceregency of humanity, Takrim giving dignity and honor to 
the human being through intellect and free will, Amana or the responsibility and trust, Ibtilaa’ or tests 
and trials of what could be perceived as good and bad, and Ibadah which is worship with its 
comprehensive notion that serves the purpose of life. The relation between Man and Universe are 
characterized by the concepts of Taskhir, meaning subjugating the laws of nature and universe making 
them available and understood, and Tamkin which allows for control, power, and hegemony. Finally, 
the relation between Man and Man is regulated by Tadafu and Shuhud, where the former allows human 
power and transgressions to be checked and resisted, while the latter allows those who adhered to God’s 
path to be witnesses for truth and justice over those who choose a different path. The Tawheed paradigm 
brings balance and harmony for the human life because it’s God-centered and subject to His limitations, 
while the Non-Tawheed paradigm brings conflict and destruction because it’s Man-centered with no 
limitations. 
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