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In its first year of existence, CIGA has organized three 
major conferences (October 2017, April and October 
2018) addressing many challenges facing Muslim 
societies and communities, as well as the impact of 
great power politics in the region. In those conferences, 
CIGA invited more than 60 renowned international 
speakers to address many of these challenges and 
issues (for the conferences’ coverage see issues 
1,3, and 5 of The Strategist). This month CIGA is 
meeting another challenge by organizing two major 
international conferences with over 45 international 
participants coming from four continents. 

On April 12-14, CIGA will host the second annual 
conference on Islamophobia under the theme 
“Islamophobia: Analyzing its Discourse and 
Geopolitics.” Undoubtedly, the tragic events that took 
place in Christchurch, New Zealand last month where 
over 50 innocent Muslims were massacred in a mosque 
as dozens more were injured, demonstrate the urgency 
of discussing and analyzing the dangerous phenomena 
of anti-Muslim discourse and the hatred and violence 
associated with White Supremacist and right-wing 
groups targeting Muslims and immigrants. 

Over a quarter a century ago, the late Bernard Lewis 
and the late Samuel Huntigton were pushing the 
infamous clash of civilizations thesis. It essentially 
argued that Islam was incompatible with modernity or 
the political and socio-economic systems associated 
with it, and that ultimately this conflict would not be 
resolved through dialogue or peaceful engagement, but 
rather through bloody wars and bitter confrontations. 
Countless scholars from around the world, including 
we at CIGA, have rejected this thesis and argued that 
civilizations are not monolith or one dimensional. 
Even though each human civilization may have its 
own distinguishing features and epistemological 

foundations, emphasize particular values, uphold 

certain principles, and promote specific priorities, they 

engage and benefit from each other, and certainly they 

would constantly influence each other in significant 

ways. The clash thesis is then an attempt to demonize 

a particular culture so as to be dominated by another, 

which is essentially how Islamophobia has been utilized 

as a tool to demonize, colonize, contain, control, and 

exclude.

It is not by coincidence then that most of the 

proponents of Islamophobic discourse have also been 

advocates of the exclusivist Zionist state in Palestine, 

and are fierce deniers of Palestinian rights. This is the 

subject of the Palestine conference that will take place 

on April 27-29, 2019 under the theme: “The Question 

of Palestine: Examining History, Geopolitics, and Future 

Prospects.” 

Hence, Islamophobia, anti-Muslim racism, 

demonization, and exclusion produce real-life 

consequences, including military occupation, which 

profoundly affect peoples’ lives and future, and 

would ultimately impact the peace and security of 

the entire world. How we understand, analyze, and 

confront Islamophobia, exclusivist behavior, and racist 

policies that produce tragic consequences, not only 

in Palestine but also around the globe, would then 

become an immensely important enterprise. With two 

important conferences addressing these issues, CIGA 

is determined to contribute positively and concretely 

to these issues, bringing together unique scholarship, 

knowledge, and commitment to truth and justice from 

dozens of scholars, intellectuals, and peace advocates.

Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian

Director     
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CONFERENCE

Two International Conferences Organized by 
CIGA in April on Islamophobia and Palestine

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs 
(CIGA) will hold two major international 
conferences at Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim 

University during the month of April. Between 
April 12 - 14, 2019, CIGA will host the Second 
International Conference on Islamophobia. The 
conference, titled “Islamophobia: Analyzing its 
Discourses and Geopolitics,” will bring together 
world renowned experts to critically examine 
various assumptions and arguments about the 
meaning and strategic objectives of the political 
utilization of Islamophobia, including how the clash 
of civilizations thesis that emerged more than a 
quarter of a century ago was the precursor to the 
current Islamophobic discourse for geopolitical 
power and control. Given the importance of 
human rights in the international political system 
today, the relation between Islamophobia and 
human rights will also be discussed, including the 
role of liberalism and feminism in its justification, 
as well as how racism has been normalized in the 
age of Islamophobia. 

A major objective of the conference is to 
intellectually engage some of the major issues 
related to Islamophobia, and to ultimately explore 
the range of appropriate responses. The panels 
will not only analyze a number of relevant topics 
and present prescient assessments, but will also 
attempt to present practical solutions to difficult 
challenges. Among the global scholars attending 
this year’s conference are over twenty renowned 
international speakers including Anne Norton 
( University of Pennsylvania) and author of the 
renowned book ‘On the Muslim Question’,  Salman 
Sayyid (University of Leeds, UK), Selim Argun, 
Vice President of Diyanet, Farid Hafez (University 
of Salzburg), Ihsan Bagby (University of Kentucky, 
U.S.), Dalia Fahmy (Long Island University, U.S.), 
Luwei Rose Luqiu, (Hong Kong Baptist University, 
China) and Varsha Basheer (India). 

Between April 27 - 29, CIGA will also host the 
International Conference on Palestine under the 

theme “The Question of Palestine: Examining 
History, Geo-politics, and Future Prospects.” 
The conference will examine many aspects of 
the Palestinian issue and attempt to present a 
comprehensive analysis of the conflict through 
historical, political, legal, religious, and human 
rights dimensions. It will also discuss some of the 
most pertinent challenges related to the Palestinian 
cause, including the issues of Jerusalem, the right 
of return, the illegal construction and expansion 
of settlements in the West Bank, the suffocating 
siege on Gaza, the denial of the Palestinians’ 
political and human rights, and the future of the 
Palestinian national project. 

The presentations will also examine the geopolitics 
of the conflict, and the essence of the struggle, 
namely the land and the people, spanning all 
geographical areas. In addition, the strategies 
and actions needed to confront repressive and 
exclusionary policies, and empower the oppressed 
and occupied, shall be explored and discussed. 
There will be over 25 international guests 
addressing the conference, including some of the 
most renowned academics, speakers, and voices 
of conscience from around the world including Ilan 
Pappe (University of Exeter, UK), Mandel Mandela, 
the grandson of the legendary Nelson Mandela, 
John Quigley (Ohio State University, U.S.), Rabab 
Abdulhadi (San Fransisco State University, 
U.S.), Marc Ellis (Baylor University, U.S.), Helga 
Baumgarten, (Birzeit University, Palestine), and  
Mouin Rabbani (Institute of Palestine Studies, U.S.) 

For the full list of the invited speakers for both 
conferences check the flyers in this issue or see: 
ciga.izu.edu.tr.

The Conference on Islamophobia is being 
cosponsored by YTB (Presidency for Turks Abroad 
and Related Communities) and IRCICA (The OIC 
Research Center for Islamic History, Culture, and 
Arts). The major cosponsors for the Palestine 
Conference include İrfandan Medeniyete Kudüs 
Platformu,  Ümmet Vakfı, Turkish Airlines, and 
Istanbul Büyükşehir Belediyesi.
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Sessions
 Epistemic Roots of Islamophobia and its Future Trajectory  The Intellectual and Political Mainstreaming of Islamophobia: The Role of Elites, Think Tanks, 
and Right-Wing Groups  Islamophobia in the Service of Empire  The Multiple Faces of Islamophobia  Islamophobia and Orientalism: Where they 
Intersect and Diverge  Islamophobia and Human Rights: The Impact of Demonization and Exclusion  Conversation with Scholars on Challenging and 
Confronting Islamophobia 

Presentations
 The Clash of Civilizations Revisited: Work in the Ruins of Empire  The Geopolitics of Islamophobia  Islamic Reform in the Age of Islamophobia: Asking 
the Hard Questions  Rationalizing Islamophobia: The Dangerous Role of Think Tanks  Islamophobia and US Foreign Policy: The Rise of the Alt-Right and 
the Mainstreaming of Anti-Muslim Sentiment  Using Islamophobia as a Tool in Supporting Autocratic Rule  The Securitization of Islam and Muslims after 
9/11: Reasons and Consequences  Constructing the Terrorist Threat: Anti-Muslim Racism, Neoliberalism and Empire  How the Political Discourse of 
Islamophobia Advances Geopolitical Ends  The Politics of Indian Islamophobia: An Overview  The Discourse of Islamophobia in China  Islamophobia 
and the Geopolitics of France: The Impact of Historical and Political Factors  Impact of the Agents of Hate and anti-Muslim Racism in the U.S.  The Image 
of Muslims in Western Cultural History  Islamophobia, Media, Education and the Arts: Reclaiming the Narrative through Muslim Counter-Publics  
Justifying Islamophobia and the War on Terror in the name of Liberalism and Feminism  Consequences of Islamophobia on Civil Liberties and Rights in 
the United States  Normalizing Racism through Islamophobia: Causes, Consequences, and Lessons Learned  Muslim Identity Politics: Islam and Equality 
in Britain  Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism: Similarities and Di�erences

Second International Conference on 

Islamophobia 
Islamophobia: Analyzing its Discourse and Geopolitics
April 12-14, 2019 ISEFAM Auditorium, IZU Halkalı Campus

For Detailed Conference Information And Sponsoring Organizations See: ciga.izu.edu.tr                     /cigaistanbul

Dr. Fatimah Bint Abdullah
IZU, Turkey

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian  
IZU, Turkey

Mr. Ahmed Bedier
United Voices of America, USA
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IZU, Turkey
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Dr. Selim Argun
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IZU, Turkey

Dr. Mehmet Bulut
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IZU, Turkey
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IZU, Turkey
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Hong Kong Baptist University, China
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MP, Istanbul 

Dr. Salman Sayyid
University of Leeds, UK

Dr. Shaireen Rasheed
Long Island University, USA

Dr. Khadijah Elshayyal
University of Edinburgh, UK

Register at

ciga.izu.edu.tr

Limited 
Seats

CIGA
CENTER FOR ISLAM 
AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS

ORGANISATION OF 
ISLAMIC COOPERATION
Research Centre for 
Islamic History, Art 
and Culture
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O N

The Question of Palestine: Examining History, Geopolitics, and Future Prospects

For Detailed Conference Information And Sponsoring Organizations See: ciga.izu.edu.tr                     /cigaistanbul

Speakers & Moderators
 Dr. Saleh AbdelJawad, Birzeit University, The West Bank  Dr. Wael Abdelal, University of Applied Sciences, Gaza  Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi, San 
Francisco State University, USA   Dr. Salman Abu Sitta, Palestine Land Society, UK  Mr. Junaid Ahmad, Lahore University of Management Sciences, 
Pakistan  Mr. Riad Alarian, CIGA, IZU, Turkey  Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, CIGA, IZU, Turkey  Ms. Rawan Al-Damen, Documentarian, Jordan  Dr. Tareq 
Al-Suwaidan, Public Intellectual, Kuwait  Dr. Berdal Aral, Istanbul Medeniyet University, Turkey  Ms. Amani Asenwar, CIGA, IZU, Turkey  Dr. Ahmad 
A. Atawna, Vision for Political Development  Mr. Frank Barat, Film Maker, Belgium  Dr. Ramzy Baroud, University of California, Santa Barbara, USA 
 Dr. Helga Baumgarten, Birzeit University, The West Bank  Dr. Gökhan Bozbaş, Necmettin Erbakan University, Turkey  Dr. Mehmet Bulut, IZU, 
Turkey  Dr. Ömer Çaha, IZU, Turkey  Dr. Ulrich Duchrow, University of Heidelberg, Germany  Dr. Marc Ellis, Baylor University, USA  Dr. Farid Esack, 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa  Dr. Norman Finkelstein, Academic and Author, USA  Ms. Butheina Hamdah, CIGA, IZU, Turkey   Dr. Islah 
Jad, Birzeit University, The West Bank  Ms. Samar Dahmash Jarrah, WMNF 88.5, USA  Dr. Na'eem Jeenah, University of the Witwatersrand, South 
Africa  Chief Mandla Mandela, Grandson of Nelson Mandela  Dr. Sarah Marusek, University of Leeds, UK  Mr. Hani Masri, Masarat Center for Studies, 
The West Bank  Dr. Mohannad Mustafa, University of Haifa  Dr. Ilan Pappé, University of Exeter, UK  Dr. John Quigley, Ohio State University, USA 
 Dr. Loubna Qutami, University of California-Irvine, USA   Mr. Mouin Rabbani, Institute of Palestine Studies  Mr. Fadi Zatari, CIGA, IZU, Turkey 

Sessions
- The Tragedy of Palestine: Hegemony and Survival  - Israel from the Outside: Can an Apartheid-Like State Ever Be Legitimate?  - The Impact of Great 
Power Politics on the Palestinian Struggle: Can Palestine Be Free?  - Ending the Conflict: A Geopolitical Analysis  - Discoursing the Palestinian 
Narrative: The 1948 Forgotten Palestinians, Palestinians Under Occupation, The Refugees & Diaspora Communities   - Exploring Liberation Theology 
in the Palestinian Struggle  - Future of the Palestinian National Movement in a Changing Regional Landscape  - The Great Struggle for Freedom: 
Parallels Between South Africa and Palestine  - Asking the Hard Questions: The Right of Return, Israeli Settlements, Jerusalem - Framing the Conflict 
from the Perspective of International Law  - Future Prospects of the Palestinian Cause: Legal, Political, and International Perspectives - Challenges 
and Responses: The Pro-Israeli Lobbies, Normalization, and Building a Transnational Solidarity Movement  - Continuity and Change in US Policy: 
From Truman to Trump  - The Future of Gaza and the Occupation: What Happens Next  - Israel's global war against the Palestine solidarity movement 
and the role of The pro-Israeli Lobby  - The Struggle for Palestine: Empowerment Strategies 

Turkish 
&

Arabic
Translation 

Avaliable

Register at

ciga.izu.edu.tr

Limited 
Seats

April 27-29, 2019 ISEFAM Auditorium, IZU Halkalı Campus

CIGA
CENTER FOR ISLAM 
AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS
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In preparation for our upcoming conferences in April 2019, we asked some of 
our guest speakers to share their reflections on our current political moment 

and their forecast for the future. Specifically, we posed the following questions; 
1) What makes you angry? 2) Are you hopeful for the future? 3) What do you 

think is the greatest challenge in our contemporary moment? and 4) What 
books, authors, or person left a meaningful impression on you? Here is what 

they had to say. (Order in alphabetical surname)

Dr. Ramzy Baroud is a U.S.-Palestinian 
journalist and author

A lot makes me angry, and no matter 

how much Israel tries to normalize the 

mistreatment of Palestinians, its ongoing 

occupation, its apartheid and wars, I still feel 

angry whenever I read the news of the latest 

Israeli crimes. However, nothing infuriates 

me as much as the mistreatment of children: 

when a child is killed in Gaza, when another 

is detained and beaten up in the West Bank, 

and so on. Children are innocent and are 

only reacting to what they see even if they 

don’t fully fathom the nature of politics 

around them. They protest because they are 

under siege and want to be free. They join 

in rock throwing at times because they see 

soldiers with guns shooting at their villages 

and their schools. To see children entirely 
deprived of life and freedom for reacting to 
the injustices they experience on a daily basis 
is heartbreaking and deeply saddening.

I am hopeful for three reasons: 1) Despite 
numerous obstacles, Palestinian culture 
remains strong and rooted, and the 
Palestinian people are as tough and 
determined as ever. 2) Solidarity with the 
Palestinian people is constantly growing, 
which is helping to expose Israel’s lies and 
deception, and 3) with a growing awareness 
of the fact that Apartheid, racism, and 
military occupation don’t last forever, the 
Israeli political elites are desperately trying 
to hold on, by enacting more racist laws and 
further cementing Apartheid. These are all 
signs of fear and weakness, not confidence, 
strength, and stability.

It is all a matter of time before the racist 
Israeli regime comes tumbling down, as 
happened repeatedly in the past throughout 
the world. We just need to keep fighting, in 
Palestine and the world over. That’s all we 
can do to speed up that inevitable, coveted 
moment. When it comes to challenges, U.S. 
imperialism is struggling as the global power 
dynamics are rapidly changing. However, the 
Washington elites will fight in every possible 
way to prevent that change from taking place, 
resulting in a period of utter chaos, violence 
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and instability. The greatest challenge is for 
the world to survive this seismic transition 
and allow for a more balanced and equitable 
world ahead. 

For books, in my opinion, Antonio Gramsci 
is one of the most intelligent, thoughtful and 
principled intellectuals who has ever lived. 
He wrote several books while imprisoned 
by the fascist regime in Italy. His seminal 
work is “Prison Notebooks.” Frantz Fanon’s 
legacy is that of a true warrior intellectual. 
His book “Wretched of the Earth” is a must 
read. Ghassan Kanafani wrote about, and 
fought for, Palestinian refugees. He died for 
his beliefs. They all did, in fact. An intellectual 
who puts his life on the line for what he 
believes is the intellectual whose ideas will 
eventually change the world. The intellectual 
I respect most, anywhere, remains Malcolm X.

Rawan Damen, Filmmaker & Media 
Consultant

Injustice makes me angry. I believe so much 
in what Martin Luther King said: “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
As for the future, I am a very optimistic 
person. I do believe that everything will 
fall into the right place, we just need to be 
patient. The greatest challenge of our time 

is the current educational system, as it is not 
helping to develop higher-order skills, nor it is 
sparking the creativity and abilities we need 
in our next generation, the digital generation 
of today. When it comes to books that left 
a mark there are plenty. I think every book I 
read, every character in those books, fictional 
or factual, every person I meet, whether I 
am impressed or not, has contributed to my 
personality, my character and how I look at 
things. It wouldn’t be fair to name a couple of 
books or a few people. But I always say my 
mother left a great meaningful impression 
on me, and she is continuing to do so. She 
is my first teacher and my first friend. She 
taught me not to discriminate between 
people based on gender, class, color or any 
other factor, and she was and is always my 
fascinating sounding board.

Dr. Ulrich Duchrow, University of 
Heidelberg

Many things make me angry: that solidarity 
with Palestinians increasingly is being 
called anti-Semitism in my country and 
many others; that because of the failures 
of the left the extreme right is growing 
again; and that in spite of climate disasters 
and growing gaps between rich and poor, 
relatively few stand up for justice, peace, 
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and seek to transform the imperial capitalist 
system. But I am hopeful for the future 
because more and more people stand up 
with regard to the issues mentioned above. 
Because not enough people are resisting 
and transforming the system there is also 
the option of catastrophe – particularly in 
terms of climate and nuclear war. In terms 
of our greatest challenges, I think they are 
injustice, climate change, and nuclear war, 
all three rooted in the dominating system. 
In terms of books and authors, here is a list I 
would like to share: 

• The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine by Illan 

Pappe.

• Qur’an: Liberation & Pluralism. An Islamic 

Perspective of Interreligious Solidarity 

Against Oppression by Farid Esack.

• Future of the Prophetic: Ancient Israel’s 

Wisdom Re-Presented by Marc H. Ellis.

I also love to read Mahatma Gandhi, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Noam Chomsky, Naomi Klein 
and Bishop Tutu.

Dr. Haidar Eid, Al-Aqsa University

Occupation, colonization, apartheid and all 
other forms of bigotry make me angry. Am I 
hopeful for the future? Yes, I am. The reason 

is that I know this is the darkest moment 
just before dawn. In general, the greatest 
challenge of our present moment remains 
how to challenge the American empire, 
and how to bring Israel to account. For 
books, these authors have been my guiding 
interlocutors: Ghassan Kanafani, Edward 
Said, Frantz Fanon, Rosa Luxumburg, 
Antonio Gramsci, Theodore Adorno, Steve 
Biko, and Ibn Rushd.

Dr. Marc H. Ellis, Baylor University

I do not identify with anger so much. 
Thinking “anger,” I think “disappointment,” 
“squandering,” “mourning,” and “trauma”—
like the end of ethical Jewish history I and 
other Jews are experiencing today. Would 
“anger” cover our end? For me hope isn’t 
the category. It’s about living through 
difficult times, with more ahead. Humanity 
will muddle through, but there will be many 
casualties. The greatest challenge is being 
faithful to our history. To be faithful is to do 
and act, with thought and faith. As a Jew 
of Conscience, this includes justice in Israel-
Palestine, the global ecological crisis, and 
everything in between. For books I have 
gained from, there are many. My teachers, 
especially those teachers from my tradition 
and other traditions. The Biblical prophets, 
especially, and the Jewish prophets today.
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Dr. Norman Finkelstein, American 
political scientist and author

Injustice makes me angry. I am hopeful 

for the future. It seems young people have 

awakened from a long sleep. They might 

bring Jeremy Corbyn into power in the UK 

and Bernie Sanders into power here in the 

United States. The greatest challenge in our 

contemporary moment is the concentration 

of power and wealth in the hands of a greedy 

few, the powerlessness and impoverishment 

of the many. For books, I will share these 

ones: Marx’s Capital, Tolstoy’s War and 

Peace, Mill’s On Liberty, Rousseau’s 

Discourse on Inequality, Plato’s Republic, 

Bertrand Russell’s Autobiography, and Rosa 

Luxembourg’s Letters. 

Dr. Nagihan Haliloglu, Ibn Khaldun 
University

Hypocrisy and double standards make me 

angry. On the whole, I am hopeful for the 

future. Although we seem to be doing terrible 

things to the planet. There are engaged 

and brilliant youth out there who want to 

change the way we treat the world and each 

other. I think the greatest challenge in our 

contemporary moment is waking up to the 

fact that we are using the earth’s resources 

in a most irresponsible manner, and that we 

need to cooperate in order to stop destroying 

our home. I keep returning to Virginia Woolf 

and Halide Edib’s work for inspiration: how to 

stand up to the system, how to keep things in 

perspective, how to be an engaged woman 

in a patriarchal world.

Dr. Islah Jad, Birzeit University

Seeing injustice and oppression around 

with no repercussion makes me angry. I 

am hopeful for the future because new 

generations always bring new blood and new 

energy for change. Our greatest challenge in 

the contemporary moment is defeating the 

tyranny and injustice in all its forms. I find 

inspiration in Wael Hallaq writings on the 

history of Shari’a.



10

On March 6, CIGA hosted Prof. Dr. 
Jasser Auda to discuss “A Maqasid 
Approach Towards the Revival of 

Islamic Thought.” Auda is the President of 

the Maqasid Institute Global, a think tank, 

and a world-recognized authority on Islamic 

law, especially on the study of the higher 

purposes (i.e. maqasid) of the Shari’a. “The 

Quran is a book that is largely untouched,” he 

said. “The history of Islamic thought revolves 

around so much of what is happening in the 

ideas of Fiqh much more than the Quranic 

paradigm.” Auda argued that the Quranic 

paradigm defines the world differently and it 

addresses issues differently.

“The [Quranic] elements are different from 

what you find in a mainstream approach 

throughout our history,” he said. The Islamic 

law professor said that Muslims have a 

problem which “we inherited when the 

tradition, did not focus enough on the Quran, 

and when there was attention given to the 

Quran, attention was given to the letter 

more than the meaning…and [attention] to 

the form more than the essence.” He said 

that attention is given to the implication of 

the language more than the objective of 

the language. “That approach had resulted 

in a long history of scholarship that, if we 

define Islam today in terms of history of the 

scholarship, we will not be able to approach 

it through the history of Islam,” he explained.

He said that it is very important to critically 

study all approaches used in the past and 

present. “It is important to critically study 

approaches from the [times] of collections of 

Hadith and how they developed,” he stressed. 

He said that political Islam is “apologizing for 

a structure that is not Islamic…and therefore 

always making compromises.” He argues 

that this approach of always negotiating 

with radical states in order to have “a piece of 

the pie” forces people to “negotiate on how 

many seats we are going to take in the next 

elections and so on; that is not Islam and that 

is not an Islamic approach.”

On March 13, CIGA hosted a seminar 
“The Future of the Arab Spring 
in the Age of Trumpism and 

Authoritarianism.” Professor of International 

Law and Practice Emeritus at Princeton 

University, Prof. Dr. Richard Falk, and CIGA 

Director Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian were 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA SEMINAR SERIES
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the two panelists at the event which was 
moderated by the Director of the Social 
Sciences Institute, Prof. Dr. Ömer Çaha. Prof. 
Falk in his observation said that following the 
Egyptian response to the Arab Spring “there 
was a second important set of tragic results 
that followed the Arab Spring, the 2010-
2011 period that was quite different from the 
Egyptian experience: In many ways, it was as 
bad and as tragic for the people. That is the 
kind of chaos and strife that has emerged in 
this period in Syria, in Yemen and in Libya.” 
Prof. Falk said that this phenomenon can 
be traced back to the American invasion of 
Iraq in 2003. “The kind of chaotic impact 
that attack had, I wouldn’t put that out of 
the context of the Arab Spring,” he stressed. 
Prof. Falk said that Arab Spring was not an 
event “but it is a process”.

Prof. Sami Al-Arian said that the idea of the 
uprisings was a moment that the Arab world 
has been waiting for many decades as many 
political transformations were taking place 
across the globe. Prof. Al-Arian said that fall 
of Dr. Morsi’s government in Egypt in 2013 
was a “setback, and we saw how the counter-
revolutionary forces were taking over 

throughout.” “That moment has gone and 
passed very quickly without analyzing what 
actually happened,” he added. “The counter-
revolutionary forces put all their efforts and 
all their energy on Egypt because they knew 
if the revolution fails in Egypt, it will also 
be a failure throughout. They thought that 
Egypt was the cornerstone of this counter-
attack,” he said. Criticizing “Trumpism,” Al-
Arian said U.S. President Donald Trump is 
not “interested in stability and democracy.” 
“He and others like him are interested simply 
in preventing the people from expressing 
whatever aspirations and hopes that they 
would like to have,” he said. “Trumpism or 
Trump would allow [Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah] al-Sisi, to kill hundreds of 
thousands…in the same way they allowed” 
[Bashar] al-Assad to kill hundreds of 
thousands.” Prof. Al-Arian said “there are five 
necessary factors for revolutions in addition 
to structural and local factors. If they don’t 
come together, revolution cannot succeed. 
The necessary elements were: Wide popular 
discontent, a massive security crackdown, 
a growing abandonment of the regime by 
societal elites, the collapse of state services 
and institutions, and the loss of international 
support for the regime.”

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA SEMINAR SERIES
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On March 19, CIGA, in association with 
the Al Jazeera Center for Studies 
and Al Jazeera Mubasher, hosted 

an afternoon-long seminar titled “New 

Constitutional Amendments in Egypt: Causes 

and Consequences.” Among the guest 

speakers was Ayman Nour, Chairman of 

Egypt’s Ghad Al-Thawra Party, who cautioned 

that the new constitutional amendments 

pushed by the Sisi government must be 

opposed. The seminar raised important 

theoretical and policy questions regarding 

the weaponization of “the constitutional as 

authoritarian” practice. Former chairman 

of the Building and Development Party of 

Egypt, Dr. Tarek Al-Zomor, centered his talk 

around the distinction between soldiers and 

generals in the military when revisiting the 

episodes of the military coup. He cautioned 

that those who engineered the military coup 

in Egypt were the military generals, not the 

soldiers. 

The seminar also allowed for an informal 

comparative analysis between the Turkey 

and Egypt’s experience with military coups. 

AK Party advisor, Yasin Aktary, highlighted 

the political pull back that comes with 

military coups. “Whenever a coup takes 

place, it takes Turkey backwards. No coup 

has brought goodness to the country.” One 

of the critical distinctions Aktay articulates 

between Arab countries and Turkey with 

regard to coups is the “election culture” in 

Turkey that is significantly more stable than 

in Arab countries. Finally, Dr. Gamal Fathy 

Mohammed Nassar reminded the audience 

of the role the economy plays in controlling 

people. A professor of Islamic Sciences at 
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Sabahattin Zaim University, Nassar broke 

down the “lending-to-control” policy that 

the Sisi government implements on its own 

citizens, but also on Egyptian foundations 

and NGOs. “Egyptian foundations need to 

borrow money in order to do their jobs. What 

kind of state is this?” In a second panel, Prof. 

Saifeldin Abelfattah, Dr. Essam Abdelshafy of 

the Egyptian Institute, Prof. Burhan Köroğlu 

of Ibn Haldun University, and Muhammad 

Ilhamy of IZU, discussed the reginal and 

international impact on Egypt in light of the 

new amendments. 

On March 20, CIGA hosted a movie 
screening and panel discussion 
about the terrorist attack that took 

place at the Christchurch mosque in New 

Zealand killing 50 Muslim worshippers. The 

event, titled “Islamophobia, New Zealand 

and Hate: The Rise of White Supremacists” 

allowed students to think through the events 

that devastated Muslim communities around 

the world. The movie played was “Your 

Last Walk in the Mosque” and was followed 

by a discussion between Dr. Yusuf Kaplan 

and CIGA Director, Dr. Sami Al-Arian, and 

was moderated by Ms. Linda Hyökki. The 

movie recounts the night of January 29, 

2017, when six Muslims at an Islamic Center 

in Quebec City were murdered. Khaled 

Belkacemi, Azzedine Soufiane, Aboubaker 

Thabti, Abdelkrim Hassane, Mamadou Tanou 

Barry, and Ibrahima Barry were praying in 

their spiritual sanctuary when 27-year-old 

Alexandre Bissonette shot and killed them. 

Similar to this attack, the Christchurch 

terrorist attacked occurred while Muslim 

worshippers were congregating for the Friday 

prayer. Dr. Al-Arian was able to demonstrate 

how the attacks in New Zealand were not 

exceptional incidents. Instead, there is an 

active campaign led by extremist groups 

targeting Muslims across the world.

On March 27, CIGA hosted a workshop 
on methodologies for peace building 
prepared by Dr. Kemal Argon of 

Necmettin Erbakan University in Konya. Dr. 

Argon shared his insight on strategies for 

the formulation of inter-religious and inter-

Muslim dialogue through regular group 

meetings. He applied material from Jane 

Smith’s analysis of dialogue genres in North 

America, as well as texts from Mohammed 

Abu Nimer. 
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CIGA Director, Dr. Sami Al-Arian, was 
a guest commentator on Breakfast 
with Cathy Van Extel on ABC radio, 

Australia’s national radio station. Dr. Al-Arian 

shared thoughts on what the terrorist attacks 

at the Christchurch mosque in New Zealand 

reveal in relation to the wider implications of 

global Islamophobia. He also dived into the 

specifics of the manifesto left by one of the 

killers. “The manifesto shows how he was 

trying to start a religious war through his 

incessant references to Turkey, its current 

President, to history, to the type of religious 

hatred he espoused and to references to 

Istanbul and modern times.” 

Dr. Al-Arian also guest starred on Cape of 

The Voice Radio of South Africa to shed 

light on the emergency meeting called on by 

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyib Erdogan. 

During the show, Dr. Al-Arian explained the 

responsibility of organizations such as the 

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

in taking a firm stance against Islamophobic 

attacks such as the violent one witnessed in 

New Zealand.
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Public Lecture by former Deputy Prime 
Minister Cevdat Yılmaz on the Impact 
of Turkish Foreign Policy 

As part of CIGA public lecture series, on 

February 19, CIGA hosted former Turkish 

Deputy Prime Minister and current Vice 

Chair of the Ruling Party for Foreign Affairs, 

Dr. Cevdat Yılmaz. Dr. Yılmaz delivered a 

public lecture on Turkish foreign policy and 

its impact on the region and internationally. 

In addition, Dr. Yılmaz attended earlier in the 

day a closed workshop titled “Turkey and the 

Arab World.”

Public Lecture by Mr. Shehryar Khan 
Afridi: “The Future of Pakistan and 
Turkish-Pakistan Relations” 

On February 21, Pakistani Deputy Minister 

of Interior, Shehryar Khan Afridi, visited 

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University (IZU) 

at the invitation of the Center for Islam 

and Global Affairs (CIGA). Mr. Afridi gave a 

public lecture on “The Future of Pakistan and 

Turkish-Pakistan Relations.” Addressing IZU 

students and staff at IZU’s ISEFAM building, 

the visiting Pakistani minister exuded his 

confidence in Turkish leadership, saying that 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

had the courage to raise his voice for the 

oppressed. “Your president has the courage, 

because behind him there is a resilient 

nation—Turkey,” Afridi said. “He can raise his 

voice; he can speak for the deprived ones.” 

The minister said that every Pakistani citizen 

sees Erdogan as “the father of the Muslim 

community.” Praising Ankara’s efforts in 

aiding Syrian people in Turkey, he said that 

Turkey’s humanitarian approach has been 

lauded by the world community. 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA VISITS AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION
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Symposium: The Challenges and Future 
Prospects of Mosul and its Environs

On February 22-23, the Center for Islam and 
Global Affairs (CIGA), in cooperation with the 
Center for Local and Regional Politics (CLRP) 
at Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University (IZU), 
organized a symposium focused on the 
Challenges and Future Prospects of Mosul 
and its Environs. CIGA Director Dr. Sami Al-
Arian and CLRP Coordinator Mr. Tarık Çelenk 
formally introduced the one-day event. IZU 
Rector, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Bulut delivered 
a welcome address and Mr. Çelenk read a 
welcoming statement by former Deputy 
Prime Minister Dr. Numan Kurtulmuş. Former 
governor of Mosul, Atheel al-Nujaify, was also 
a special guest at the symposium. 

Guests speakers shared their analysis on the 
particularity of Mosul. Mosul and its environs, 
formerly known as the Mosul Vilayet, was 
a distinctive case. Whether it would have 
been part of the new Republic of Turkey, 
or of British mandatory Iraq, it had been of 
great concern for the League of Nations for 
years, as the latter had assigned a special 
commission to determine its fate. Eventually, 
the region was conditionally attached to 

Iraq in 1926. The commission ignored the 
peculiarities of the people of the region in 
terms of identity, diversity, and affiliations. 
However, the conditional attachment in the 
commission’s report demonstrated that the 
efforts made by the League of Nations to 
protect the people of the contested area 
were within the religious, language and 
territorial aspects. The people in the Vilayet 
were diverse and included Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkmen, Assyrians, and Jews. Since Iraq’s 
declaration of independence on May 30, 
1932, some of these communities asserted 
that their various rights had been violated on 
several occasions, while subsequently the UN 
Human Rights Commission had condemned 
Iraq for widespread, systematic human 
rights violations. In the past, with its rich 
history, diverse demography, and enormous 
resources, Mosul Vilayet was a symbol of 
trade and prosperity where different groups 
had lived in peace and harmony.

The first session started with the theme of the 
Historical Overview and the Present Status 
of Mosul. Mr. Atheel al-Nujaify, Dr. Othman 
Ali, and Dr. Mehmet Akif Okur covered the 
main historical and geopolitical shifts in 
the history of Mosul. The second session of 
the symposium included presentations on 
Future Prospects and Possible Scenarios for 
Mosul. Dr. Richard Falk, Mr. Erşat Hürmüzlu 
and Mr. Hussam Bottani analyzed the key 
points of the geopolitical dilemma that 
strikes Mosul and its environs and discussed 
both prospects and scenarios that would 
mark the future of the region. The speakers 
of the symposium gathered for a roundtable 
discussion for recommendations. Each gave 
their recommendations and ideas regarding 
how Mosul can overcome the challenges it 
faces.

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA VISITS AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION
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Engineers of Jihad: The Curious 

Connection between Violent 

Extremism and Education (2016) dives 

into an analysis around the threat of Islamist 

Extremism and its correlations with the level 

of education of people involved in such 

practices. The book invites readers to think 

about the fact that a higher representation of 

engineers in the lines of Islamist extremists is 

more than any other discipline. The authors 

depend on education as the key variable 

of their research. The purpose of the study 

is to underline a specific character of well-

educated and economically privileged 

Islamist extremists in contradiction with the 

general claim that poverty and hard socio-

economic situations are the main factors 

behind extremism. The authors based their 

research on a comparative empirical method 

of analysis with a quantitative approach. 

They collected samples of biographical 

data of individuals and they held statistical 

measurements along with wide-ranging 

comparisons among groups of extremists 

from different ideologies. On the other 

hand, the book can be criticized for its 

oversimplification and overgeneralization, 

which undermine its worthiness. Even more, 

the conditions for the sample collection 

are not enough to be representative of an 

entire population. The authors provided 

a descriptive analysis, laced with many 

presuppositions, that explains a basic 

understanding of the extremist paradigm and 

the mind-set of extremists, but offered little 

else by way of substance. As a result, there 

are many serious questions left unanswered 

in the book.

By Yomna Soliman

Anabel Inge’s first manuscript is 

based on her PhD thesis which 

was a qualitative study on the lived 

realities of Salafi Muslim women living in 

the UK. Her research interest was to look 

into the motivations of their chosen path 

as well as how they implement their creed 

in a social context that does not necessarily 

accommodate their specific lifestyle. As 

the title suggests, the investigation mainly 

focuses on convert women, however, against 

the common conception of “convert Muslims” 

living in Europe being “white” former 

Christian Europeans, Inge’s interviewees 

were all from the black community. Moreover, 
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Inge’s conception of conversion includes not 

only Muslims who have become Muslim after 

being born and raised in another religion, 

but also so-called “born Muslims” who have 

turned to Salafism from other interpretative 

frameworks of Islam. 

Inge’s book starts with an overview on 

the emergence and development of Salafi 

thought in general and specifically in the UK, 

after which it explains various aspects of her 

fieldwork such as obstacles that she faced 

during participant recruitment and rapport 

building due to a tense political atmosphere 

at that time. Inge then proceeds to the actual 

analysis of her work in which she provides 

insight into the women’s lives focusing on 

the biographical, social, political, ethnic and 

local contexts that shape their lives as they 

navigate through their decision to follow 

Salafism in a society in which the majority 

are non-Muslims. Moreover, as Inge’s 

interviewees narrate their experiences, they 

also explain negative reactions from other 

Muslims towards their lifestyle. 

Overall Inge’s book facilitates the 

understanding of European Salafi 

communities by an audience not familiar 

with them. It shows how these women—

sometimes against the will of their own 

family—decide to apply a strict interpretation 

of Islam and possibly even opt for the face 

veil based on their understanding of Salafism 

being the right and pure way of religion 

that can provide them clear guidelines on 

questions regarding religious practices—

answers that are supposed to be free of 

culture. Salafism offers them peace of mind 

after they have experienced a spiritual (re-)

awakening and are in the quest for the “right 

choice” amongst what Inge calls the “Islam 

market.” The book is also a good example of 

how a qualitative study can be turned into 

a publishable monograph that by switching 

theoretical discussions, analysis and snippets 

of the interview material keep the reader 

interested and going on. Although the book 

gives a good counter-narrative about the 

Salafi individuals when compared to the fear 

mongering that is practiced by politicians 

and media in European contexts it would 

have been useful to add some discussion into 

the book about how many converts also turn 

to other “alternative” interpretations of Islam 

such as Sufism, and hence Salafism is not to 

be considered the general “convert way” but 

really only one alternative that attracts some 

out of many.

By Linda Hyökki
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The CIGA Student Society is part of 

the organizational structure of the 

Center for Islam and Global Affairs 

and focuses on organizing student-related 

activities from seminars to film screenings. 

The members of the Student Society also 

actively participate in CIGA’s conferences 

as volunteers. The aim of the Student 

Society is to broaden the horizons of 

students through academic excellence and 

professional competence, in accordance 

with the rules and principles of CIGA and of 

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University (IZU). 

The CIGA Student Society aims to allow 

students to engage and develop themselves 

in professional, academic, and recreational 

activities according to the highest ethical 

and professional standards. A further goal 

is to enable students to participate in tasks 

that will promote the work of CIGA and of 

the CIGA Student Society.

Academic Workshop: Reading Tools in 
Academia

On March 2, The Center for Islam and Global 

Affairs Student Society (CIGA SS) organized 

a workshop on academic reading skills. 

The workshop was conducted by Mr. Riad 

Al-Arian and Ms. Linda Hyökki, instructors 

in the Faculty of Humanities and Social 

Sciences Department and English Language 

Education Department, respectively. A 

translation of Yassin al Haj Saleh’s article, 

“Syria and the Three Impossibilities,” by Mr. 

Riad Al-Arian, was shared with the students, 

who carefully read and engaged with the 

writing. The students were first briefed by 

Ms. Linda on the techniques of reading an 

article through methods like “skimming 

and scanning.” Students expressed their 

concerns about the difficulty they faced 

in retaining information from bulky texts, 

being overwhelmed by academic jargon, and 

being unable to comprehend the structure 

of certain texts. Ms. Linda addressed these 

issues by advising students to focus on the 

length, topic, author, and conclusion to get 

a more well-rounded picture of the text and 

its purpose. Learning to deconstruct a text is 

an essential skill to develop and taking the 

time outside of class to develop this skill with 

instructors was greatly appreciated by the 

students. Students expressed their desire for 

a workshop on reading journal articles in the 

future.

The CIGA Student Society welcomes all 

interested individuals to participate in their 

future events!

CIGA STUDENT SOCIETYCENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
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